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ADVERTISEMENT. 



In introducing to public notice this fragment of the pic* 
turesque of Switzerland, I feel that I am not warranted in 
saying any thing apologetic, because it might have been en- 
tirely withheld, and suffered to slumber undisturbed among 
other manuscripts of a similar kind ; and but for the partia- 
lities of friends, who were pleased to pronounce a vote in its 
favour, such would have been its doom. The reader will 
doubtless find numerous inadvertencies, and perhaps import- 
ant omissions. He may, too, discover, that, in my move- 
ments, I have been too abrupt and hurried in some parts, and 
too diffuse and slow in others ; but he will, at the same time, 
be pleased to recollect, that circumstances have sometimes 
produced this inequality, and that favouritism for particular 
pursuits has at other times had its bias. The greater part, 
however, is a narrative of facts and observations registered 
on the spot, believing with the late Br Clarke, that a few 
notes made under such circumstances are worth a " whole 
cart-load of Recollections." Where my notes have neces- 
sarily been incomplete, I have consulted the best authori- 
ties to whom I could have access, and adopted their informa* 
tion when I found it corroborated by personal inquiry.. 
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In my remarks on the Religion of some of the Cantons, 
as bearing on their moral features^ I have studied to be a 
conscientious reporter of what I saw and heard. I cannot 
expect that my readers will feel as much interest in the 
question of the Religion of Geneva and other Protestant 
Swiss Cantons as I do, who am a l^ember of the Church of 
Scotland, when 1 remember that it was the cradle of our es- 
tablished Religion. In my observations on Calvinism, I 
have simply referred to the question as contradistinguished 
&om SociNiAxisM, and the sad defection which the Esta- 
blished Chiiitdi of Geneva' now presents from the original 
standard of her nfel^ous cteed. If my animadversions on 
Caiholidsm be considered' severe, I can only say that they 
are not more seSrere'tiiaii ttue, and the facts remain in attes- 
tation ; but I would hot be misunderstood. I have no hosti- 
Bty whatever to Catholics personally, though I wage war 
against Catholicism as a system : on the contrary, I should 
rejoice, were it 16 my pbtp^er, by any means, to emancipate 
them £rom a thraldom worse than Egyptian darkness, when 
no man knew his brother. 

It will easily be seen, that I faav« not canvassed with a 
curious eye, the movements of state machinery, because I 
have not studied the polity of nations, nor the complicated 
tactics of international nile— things that 

" Divert and crack. 
The unity and married calm of states 
Quite from their fixture." 

I am, however, a warm friend to the diffusion of useful knpw-« 
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ledge, subordinated to the inculcation of religious principles ; 
nor would I construct my " Atlantis" on the fictitious basis of 
Owen's " Eutopia," which appears to me as false in principle 
as it is inoperative in practice, and proceeds on an assumption 
at once gratuitous and contradicted by the experience of 
ages. 

I regret that my time, and the advanced state of the sea- 
son, did not permit me to skirt the foot of the Jura, and tra- 
verse the Grimsel, by the Pass of St Gothard, or to thread 
the Cantons of Tessin, the Grissons, St Gall, &c. via Shaff- 
house, and the Falls of the Rhine, — ^but " non omnes omnia 
possumus." 

My little volume, for in size at any rate it is unpretending, 
may be pronounced a singular and somewhat curious melmige^ 
and this is not denied; it was intended to be neither entirely 
scientific, nor altogether commonplace, but to contain what 
might be esteemed interesting to various tastes. I wish the 
whole were much better than it is, and more worthy of ac- 
ceptance with the public. Such however <w it w, " The 
Glance of Switzerland" is respectfully submitted a can- 
didate, if not for popular favour, at least for a generous re- 
ception. 

J. M. 



Edinburgh, 
Ut April 1829. 
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SWITZERLAND. 



CHAPTER I. 



INTRODUCTION — GENEVA — EXCURSION TO THE 
VALLEY OF CHAMOUNI — ^MONTANVERT AND 
THE MER D£ GLACE. 

Xaking it for granted that the greater part 
of my readers have seen Paris, as a matter of 
course, and visited Ph'e la Chaise, the Jardin des 
PlanteSf and the other marvels of the metropolis, 
for the fall account of which " Planta's Guide 
to Paris" is an ample directory ; and as the sub- 
ject is trite enough, I shall conduct them at once 
to that land of romance, Switzerland, and^ by my 
title page, the land of promise ; deeming it alto- 
gether superfluous to enter upon a description of 
the parade and paraphernalia displayed on the 
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enitt^ dt^ jpoif Chaeles X. into his good city 
of Paris, after being crowned and installed, with 
all due lorm and ceriBpohy, at .Rheims, King of 
France and Navarre. Suffice it then to say, that, 
after having, previa jpersona^ witnessed all this 
ptate popp, we were transported^ as travellers 
generally arfi, by the voiture publique^ to Geneva, 
in the usual period of four days and four nights, 
amid .whirlwinds of dust, and the intense heat 
of a ijiore than ordinary summer's sun, the te- 
dium of the route being unrelieved, until we ar- 
rived at the limestone mounta^is of the Jura, 
invested with all their geological and botanical 
interest, — since for me the scenery of France is 
void of charms, destitute alike of the peasant's 
hamlet and the mansions of the great ; neither 
pretty' pleasure-grounds decorate the landscape, 
nor " beauteous semblance of a flock at rest" is 
seen. The fields of France are naked and cheer- 
less, and the woodi^ are mantled in more than 
forest gloom, while the villages we pass through 

seem desolate and forsaken. My readers must 

' ^*. . . • . " '' 

also forgive me if I say but little even about 

Geneva — its republic and its inhabitants, and 
their clock and watch making propensities^ as the 
phrenologists would term it — ^the costume of the 
canton — the edifices of the city, its arts and ma- 
nufactures, its literature and its science. All 
these are very generally known, and have form- 
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«d th6 {heme of many a writer ; aM I would not 
injure such portraits by any pencilling or colour- 
ing of tdiHe. B^sSiies, Oeheva is not a city i 
mm gres^ n6r would it, even with my pretensions 
to the character and haMts df ail citizen of the 
worldi lie selected as my doihicO. I do 'not ad- 
mire its religion, liotwfthstahding its pretensions 
to the rr^yrale of chrii^iiah ethics. I thuik I see 
" IcKabod" written oVer the colcl formal walls 
of her sanctuaries, m dei^ite of the affeci;ed senti- 
mental&m of her pastbrg^ ; and fear that, in this 
point at least, the coiiverse of the motto of the 
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city*^ escutcheon,'"" Eon tenebris /tftr," is unhap- 
pily but too true. 

Aboiit 3 o'clock ?• m. on Saturday 18th June 
1825; we arrived at the gates of Geneva, where 
we atiil our luggage were subjected, by the Cer- 
befiij^ atid tWo soldiers, to much unnecessary de- 
tention. It was our duty, as we were informed, 
to exercise patience, and submit to scrutiny, 
however impertiiiidnt, and curiodty, however 
vulgar^ insultkig, oi* long contioued. At length 
thie j)r^limihjEiries of our entr6 having been ar- 
ranged, we proceeded to the " Hdtel de la Ba- 
lance,** in the fond hope of enjoying repose after 
our' varied fatigues; but here we had to hold a 
lev6e. The first character that was formally 
announced, or ratheiT' that acted on self intro- 
duction, WBs ^' La Bldnehisseuse, Madame.'* It 
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WB«i certainly well she announced herself, for we 
could never have gueased her avocations from 
her appear^nca Being Saturday, perhaps the 
weeVp w;ork waa .ended, for the lady entered in 
full dress ;. hair 4^orated in Parisian fashion ; 
I0W gQwn, jf}^ i^ haiQdkprchi^f sfomewhat ele- 
ganUy thrown €fp:er.h^ fiihoulder% sh^rt sleeves, 
and long white s^ve% iThis,pn>lq||ue was follow- 
edhy gqrffft^ f|^r ^tp^eif g^e lih^ir fhfir-i-hancs 

f or. e»$ujr^<^ in iiip WPW^ ; . , . ;. 

The fpUowipg day,we,,fittj^ded M. Mai^an's 
i|eat little chapel extra, mm^ he not heing per* 
mitted to. exercise l^is^p^A^r^ fiinctions within 
the city, from his adherenqeij^wl^^t is common- 
ly termed eoq/ngdUal sentim^nt^ and his refusal 
to subscribe to a document drawn up find sane- 
tioned by the " venerable, compagnie;" the es- 
sential charactjer of,whie|i wa8|.the jinppsition of 
an intfa*dict involving the gr^t dQcia*inejs of chris- 

■■■*•■■ ■'■■•' I ,. . .;..«. 

tianitya audi though certainly not fqtidm verbis^ 
yet uf^questiqnably by implication, iucluding a. 
denial of the divinity of Chj^ist. But this is not 
a p]iace to expose the 8enti^nent8 of religion, now 
generally prevalent here, or to entangle myself 
in a fruitless controvei^sy. 

On Monday we perambulated tbe city^ whic}^ 
certainly has very little? as a city,, to recom- 
mend it . ; It is ehai)Eu^terized by much active 
indust^ witl^iA dooqs^ the sfovfms ^^n^^mchch- 



niciens being pent' tip in their iiosets aiid ate^ 
fiers"; iiiid -^^ Uttle' gaiety jSei^Ad^'tbe^^o- 
m^n^esi ' ^'Stifae pai^ -of "^e tfe^' iti^r *uffit» 
cienfljr pfctiiiiigque ; fiie^'crVearlliaiiglng «>cffej'for 
whT^h it is ]^markable,'3if€^^ bo^eWff j too lohy ttf 
screen the p^estrian fi*om ibe t^in^, ^peciaMjH 
if accompanied b^^a high WftflJ fifld^'term ♦W? 
shade from the snn. The pkt8tifem of < feh« 
streets is bad, and their 'ii^egtifta^i^^ifi^^'fcdri^ 
derable drawback from the' internal appeiirfeitice.' 
The pavement of the inclined plabe in the Hdtel 
-de Ville, by which we gaihifchte arftddi^' ascent- 
thsU; conducts to tlib l^assport Offi^^ii^ a cnrib^* 
flii^ of it4 land, ahd perii^ mique. The cifrf* 
is tolerably well feiliiiwf iii with wa'lfe'Wthiii' 
' walls, draw anid soi^^^ 
while 'Intakes and chains secure from surptise'On 
the part of the Uke. The small canton of Ge^' 
neVi^ thoiigh in tM vicinity of the great Alpine 
ch^, and the mountains of the Jtml, tndud^- 
no mountains, llicl n^cof the city atrd can-' 
ton 'has been traced by th^ etymologist' tiiy a 'Cel- 
tic origin; Gai a saHy-port or exit; and avM 
river, probably because' the Rhon^'hef^' leaves 
the Leman lake. The eagle on the escutcheon 
of the city'dmL^,' indicates its having bieen kn 
irhp&nai islty } ' and it is believed the key was'an 
adjunct of 'Pope' ]^te hitlie*year 1418. 

The mottb'bn'tlie scroll " Ex teriebrii*lux," ap- 



pears to have existed anterior to the light of the 
Reformation. The number of inhabitants may 
now be estimated at about 22,000; but it ap- 
pears, by a census in 1789, to have been 26,148. 
In this inor(d city, it is computed that every 
twelfth birth ' is illegitimate. The number of 
people engaged iri'clb^k and wutch making, and 
jewellery, may b^'saifely rated at 3000. In years 
favourable to th^s4 st^^Ti^ manufactures, 75,000 
ounces of gold are i^mplby^d, which is almost 
equally divided betwyeii watches and jewellery. 
The daily supply of silver' is about 184 ounces. 
Pearls form an article of considerable value in 
the jewellery, and have been rated at no less a 
sum than 1200 irancs daily. 70,000 watches 
are annually made, only one-twelfth of which 
are in silver. More than fifty distinct branches 
are comprised in the various departments, and 
each workman on the average earns about three 
shillings a day. 

The constitution of the canton of Geneva was 
accepted by the Genevese on the 24th August 
1814. The sovereign power is vested in a re- 
presentative council, four syndics, a council of 
state, and four tribimals for the administration 
of justice. 

The Rhone and the Lake mingle their inte- 
rest in the picture, and give it a chai*acter whicli 
would not otherwise be possessed. The frame- 



work p^ti a<5r,08s tl^e^ fprmer^.)Fith Fal?j|f-Jy>J*^,^^ 
b^tHjml^ifta^h^^ w<>9denrbridg^^^^§^aU 
the uatui*al £M9id ^ificuil. as^ooiations, comkeated . 
^th the edge of 8uch(^^9]c^ra^ tl^at of..^eiifrya,, 
sm4, sucl^ariv^E ^s.that of |^e, KhoiieVe^nnoi 
feU tc^ iuterestf^^nd amuse fjwr a.time*, < Tte iiya- 
;t^s of the^ Bbone possess^ fine jl(>lu(^ i^t^^r^m 
If hat cause, it is not easj ^ dj^erif^e^^, :^^^,^" 
yi(i^ • the. city into. 1;;(vo W^iiaL parta^j j^4» ^^ 
•about three-fourtl^ o£^ inile distajntjj encoun- 
ters the -4n?e, wluck springs from^.thij Glacier 
(le.^is, in the vale, of _ ChaniounL , .The conflu- 
ent stream, now turbid from, tjie ^unqt^on of op- 
posing . waters, after trayersing a ^^ in the 
ch^ of the Jura^;and suffering a temporary 
:eclipse by plunging into the earthy ^and rolling 
though a subteirrauean tunne} beneath the val- 
;,leys of .Savoy, at length enters t^le territories of 
France. 

Near the Bowcherie^ on the wall whiqh fringes 

^tbe lake, we observed cages containing three re- 

^^p^)cably fine living specimens of the golden 

. ,eagl|B (Faico charysaetos). They differ somewhat in 

;,thei^. plumage^ but it^^eems highly probable that 

,;;1bhe,only difference between the ooi^imon and 

the golden eagle arises from age^ and we are in- 

, c^n^d jtp concur in the opinion of tli^^iy identity ; 

\.y^t^y rat^'f^ rum nobis tcmtas compcfri^e UtesJ^ 

\,, ,]^i»|dmigratprybirdsyisittheC^^^^ The 
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li^raps:^^ the Wckoo t^y^ii^r 

<tonttd vl^ fo^, 6^re. 

mAe^ th^ ^oSte'Sn im^dcc^ibti^ ej[<«t^oL The 
gourtnand and eipicm^e'dimTA ^TSteM on ike 
OrU)lan, xA(^ VifeHs ar6 Bkri flii6* t>f «^ aiigds, 
jfew a^a^^ !>A^Wwti.** 11i^ ni^htiiigilg^and the 
* ^oat^iik^ tti^^tocrtt-^ thefr MferVafe'of 

"rttunil ^fe'jteHdiA; WdHhc bdnibiynt^sdlA^ 
times ^racje tliB fta!^ ^d^W wild 

swan is seen 'to glide '6n its StiHa^e. THk Lake 
of Geneva ii abbiit ilSC'fifet ibdve tlic level of 
the M^diterraAieanised^ Wid^ktv^li i^upplied with 
fish, in vast variety, espebially of* liiie genus 
$almOy including the divcfndty of trbut knd the 
qffninuSf or those of the cai^ and tench Idnd :— 
the eel is rare. The most intefrei^ting pheiib- 
mena connected with its geology' are unquestion- 
ably the boulders, pitchied on the Sdleve and 
Voirons^ and scattered here and there on the 
borders of the lake. That the angles of the 
granitic block have been abraded is obvious, but 
the power which has effected it is by no means 
easily ascertained, and involves one of the most 
curious problems in geological science, namely, 
their transport. Valleys intervene between their 
original site and the elevated plane where they 
now repose. The Merino sheep were intt6duced 
into the Canton in 1799, and several fine flocks 
adorn the agricultural districts. The vineyards 



AJ? <iftt?r«»J>^fina .jf?^,^iWf spj;,^ pity caii 

*paiaes,.j4ifl4 lllf^biiiptft, of Natjiralj.^tory, x{e 

J» v^^W' |FM?;wefj.^T.^ur ^9t^ a, dist^ce of 
4i^XTW«! WJ^; W« . )# ' .CfP,«ya. *o explore the 
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liheir eommission in' a manner the 'moat serere 
and revolting. We witnessed some very rude- 
ly handled, the saclcs pifobedwith a long iron 
spear, and sometimes, their contents' emptied on 
the pnhliiB road. ' Wew^re amused,- especially^ by 
iheir officious scrutiny of books, whieh^ however, 
their ignotauce caomot decyphet*. . The bible is the 
chief object of* their -violence, and should it be 
discorered^ it is immediately madelawful 8eizm*e, 
andof course destroyed. One English gentleman, 
we were informed, on whom this volume was 
found, was actually obliged to retrace his steps. 
Unfortunately the day proved wet, which was a 
great drawback to our enjoyment; but after wuid- 
ing through a most interesting valley along the 
meanderings of the Arve, with mountains on the 
right and on the left, we at length reached Pont 
St Martin, where Mont Blanc, clothed with the 
snow of centuries, stood in terrific majesty before 
us. We reposedfor the night at the Hotel de Belle 
Vue at Sallenche. The landlord is a great rogue, 
as appeared in the sequel ; indeed, we had prac- 
tical evidence of it, and are inclined to give 
preference to the Hotel de Mont Blanc, Pont St 
Martin. I had set out in quest of a char-a-banc 
for Ghamouni, and in my rambles encountered 
a procession, with the host elevated, the retinue, 
bare headed, andabeU announcing its approach 
•—the summons for prostration. As I was a 
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''> way ward :W]ght".iu^y& xesfQcU <9^ did nost, 
ca^e-to/pass tfaetsaTaleade^ I teamed my Jbiack, ai^ 
leisurely walked as a^ldnd o£ pioneer jbQ tljiei^i^ 
myihat^ toithe amioyancef of, the ^^ faHhfi;il,'' jtjQt 
mainiiig iuita proper place^iand n^, eai* ,d^.tp 
the laxedratioiia by wfaioh. l^>w^ ^a^^led. ,1 
know many lirould ; 'have > hsd* ^o ^qi^mple in t^is 
iiialtery.bilt inmyioind^tin whpjte^^rt:^^ 
be r^arded by .my read^^» titi wb& a; d^p rooted 
conscientious prifociple^tliat admitted p£ i^ocom- 
promise. • Tke chuceh at Sallenche Up, as Catholic 
churches generallytlBBre^ tinselled an^ tawdry, a 
melange ofragsaiui ribbona. From^iir inn we had 
a fine prospect of; M^i't :Blanc^ and many a sur- 
ir(Kunduig mountain* . Before our window rose a 
jU)wering.pyi!amid:ef aiguilles, whose top mingled 
with the clouds that flitted before its awful front, 
aiid< seemed to shut us in by ail insurmountable 
^barrier, Diiriug the night, the sky sparkled 
with a.tholitetnd gkiries more. than we had been 
wont to c<mt^(iplate; and the solemn mountain, 
which bounded our vision, was girded by a zone 
«f clouds^ its. dome stretching to the skies. 

On our road to Qiamouni the following morn- 
ings we turned aside on the left to visit the fall of 
< ChaieyBsii w^re conducted by an oldfemiale, with 
ai group of children. The assent was tolerably 
^steepf and dot a little difficult to.iliose who were 
unaccttstmned ta. scale the mountaiii acclivity. 
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On the lej^t%Jbo^e^fr^^^ed P98titt6t wjih consi'' 
derable unpi^uosity, sti:pggling^£ar Ua freedom to 
jpm tbe4i;y;Q,u}.;tbe y^Qy^ > The cascade k fijae 
and muob b];QV^ in^itsfally and a. rainbow rose 
on, its bosom* ,lii our progress thither,, we ob- 
served. fl^^3||i) interesting plants, suoh. as the 
^iot^a dnncfj^cfKi^c^sea Imchtborn, juniper^ tamarix^ 
fpir^t v^c^ ^ds' ^^ looking round to contem- 
plate the. a^{yiPA picture we had just left, a sin- 
gular and beautiful scene presented itself: a 
dense cloud formed a rouleau or band on one of 
the mountains, and the sun-beams reflected from 
its surface, sparkled with intense radiance. On 
our descent from the fall of Chede, we observed 
the potentUla, (zquilegia, dsti^ 8fc.^ together with 
the daisy, pleasing from association. About 
half way to Chamoimi is Servoz, where we re- 
mained a short time to survey the picturesque 
and sublime mountain scenery, by which we 
were surrounded. There is a small collection 
of objects of natural history adjoining the inn, 
consisting of mocha stones, onyx necklaces, 
rock crystal cut into various forms, as well as 
agate, horns of the chamois goat, collections of 
alpine seeds and herbaria of various parts of 
Switzerland. Their local interest added much 
to their value. Here I purchased a beautiful 
green tourmaline in situ, the crystal every way 
perfect. The road from hence becomes more 
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forming a buttress t6 tbie tine of perpdii;^ show. 
On the right toweled Mokit Bk^c, m 'AeiAzlij^ 
whiteness,— in dilVety nilsljesly, c)*o^ed With im)- 
perial snows. W^ {mjs^ed^ vety romantic^ bri<%e^ 
cast over a torrent^ ihat rushed forward witlh 
fearful impetuosity, and tumbled to an awful 
depth beneath us* The prospect up this vast 
chasm was exceedingly striking : the slightly in- 
clined alpine walls were clothed in a living robe 
of pines, while here and there the common birch 
or hazel relieved the monotony ; and high above 
aU we perceived a magnificent casque of weeping 
birch, waving in the breeze, and imparting much 
majesty to the wondrous scene. On our route 
we were followed by the children of the valley, 
with fragments of rock-crystal, flowers, speci- 
mens of the libellula, and various beetles, still 
writhing on the pin by which they were trans- 
fixed. Elsewhere, we were presented with a 
draught of ice cold-water from the crystal 
springs, or with alpine strawberries and cream. 
Here and there the mountain torrent is turned 
to account in being directed to machinery con- 
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nected with saw-mills, which are numerous and 
necessary, and are of the most simple construc- 
tion. On turning round angles in the defile, we 
either pounced suddenly on a saw-mill or on 
some cotts^es,: ^grouped or insulated, almost all 
of them supplied with apiaries. The Poland, or 
1<^ hive, is universally used. The honey of 
this valley of Cfaainoiini is considered remark- 
ably fine ; the very nJBCme is a sufficient note of 
recommendation. The roofs of the houses, 
though occaisionally of tile, are more frequent- 
ly covered with flat slips or plates of wood, the 
general material of the houses, at once stout and 
neat in their struoturie. After having passed on 
the right the Glacier de Boissons, where the in- 
trepid Saussure ascended Mont Blanc, we met 
with Charlet, one of the guides of Chamouni, 
who presented his album of credentials, where, 
among others, we found the following testimonial. 

'' Jos. Charlet would have made an ex- 
cellent study, for Salvator Rosa. , But he is an 
honest good fellow^ particularly attentive, full of 
abecdofe, and as strong as Hercules." 

Such an individual was not to be lost sight of, 
and he walked by the side of our char-&-banc to 
the Hotel de TUnion, at the village or priettrS 
ot Chamouni, where we arrived at 3 p. m., and, 
after having made our arrangements for that pe- 
rilous enteri^ise, an excursion to the Jardin^ 
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amid the terrible glaciers of Talefire, after trar 
versing the Mer de 'Glace; and. selecting our in- 
telligent accompaniment) JosspH Charlet, ^' dit 
le doyen," as om* .eh^f-guidey .we left the valley 
at five for our^ ascent .of the Montaii^viert. After 
traversing several meadows, we had t6 thread 
our way through woods of pine,-r'-enj©ying from 
various points of ascent tb6 fine views of the 
valley far beneath us. Opposite td us was an 
alpine ridge parallel to that we sealed, with the 
insulated challet called the Chap^aii^ like an 
eagle's nest perched on high, the residence of a 
shepherdess of the Alps. Mul^s ar^ usually ta^ 
ken to the mountain^ but we miAph preferred to 
walk,, the foot-path; being in j^ba^ces very steep, 
and difficult of ascent. Aboilt half-way up, there 
is a kind of resting. place by the side of a moun- 
tain rill, where we- halted for a few minutes to 
allay our thirst. We had nearly gained the sum- 
mit, when an eagle hovered ov6r us, soaring in 
the empyreum. We arrived at pur destination 
at eight o'clock, having occupied three hours in 
the ascent. The thiermometer then stood at 46° 
Fahr. This mountain, is inte]:esting for its ve- 
getation, andy among it^i^O) the foUpwing may 
be mentioned; Arijemone h^patieaj Viola biflora^ 
Primula vtscosa, PciteHtiUa jaureOi Azalea pro- 
cumhens^ Ranunculm. glacifjUis ; also the Pteris 
crispa^ and the Lyoopodrnm chvatuniy or dvb- 

4 
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]N04tf. ^Twn t^ very margin of the M^r, 4^ 
GSaee wag> beauti£all]r firinged with the Ihmer 
des Aipesj (the Biododen^ran ferrvgi^^ 
the Soldcmdia alfiwiy induding; the mnor sort, 
ii|O0t of whiehr were Jn full flower. The rose- 

* , • ■ I ^ . 

■ I . 

coloured blossoms pf the fqrmer^ with the in- 
tonse 44a^. ^ &® latter^. sprinUed ^here and. there 
in rich pr^frfimqnf fonqcied a beautiful enameUe^ 
carpet} rendered n^uch mofe, interesting and cu- 
rious, from its estraardini^. cpntact, — ^an icy 
sea. The blue tints on^alpiiie eleyations attain 
a depth and intensity scarcely, credible to those 
in the.plain» and wearepec^EV^d that this does 
not {HPoeee^ fix>m' any visu^ aber^^ipii, but is a 
real and virtual phencnnenoYif whi^h a cyano- 
met^ would certainly substantiate. On this 
verge, too^ we perceived the Cera^tium lanatun^. 
Having reconnoitred our e;Ktraordipary situation, 
we. examined the shepherd's chall^t, at a 8hor|; 
distance, which we found a mere projecting 
rock (art having been but little concerned in its 
construction), with a few loose stones huddled 
tc^eth^ to form the front ; but neither a secu- 
rity against the mountain snows, which are fre- 
quent even in summer, nor a shelter from the 
piercing wind ; yet here the hardy mountaineer, 
his- brawi^ limbs braced by the alpine breese, 
finds safficient repose, and circumstances which 
WionUl ae<NQL 'Ooni%n,to the, arms of death th^ 
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tion of tbe tn^tto^Mid ^JP Eti^tibl% sciM^ 
kfford hitn* i^t^gtii tt^d tAie t^^ tVK t'il 

Havings gMtced^over tW cl^\vUelis6^^)d^^ 
ed the'dbplay^'df out or ^lidhed^MtiiM ^lara«^ 
rals, &c. di^e alpine tepiastH»r)Ei«''^r^^Mt;| 
and though the "ibdttrd^i^ 
delicacies; th^ tiiimisq^tcJa but^¥^ 
numei'bixB ^^sieai^es^ whi£h IibrBrt6&^^fe k^b^ 
to, our appetite i^enhaitiMt^y'^e^hi^ing^ 
which hreath^' afdund ^^tmd iii^wirleSd a i^ 
lish otherwise uhkirown, "' »' ^ J * it j<hi 

Our arrangements had beto'iiiide t^jeuibin 
for the night in a chaHet (eleVated 9d68 fe^ 
above the valley, or 5724 feet above fte^ea'^'le^ 
vel), in order to gam sufficient tiitt^, the f<dloWtifg 
day, for our fatiguing, lehgthene^ and daii^i^ 
ous enterprise, for such we really foufid it 
Chariet stayed with us, and two other guides 
Were to join us at day-break on the f<^owing 
morning, with the requisite supply of ii^e^li»d 
provisions. • ^ • ' 

The only couches we could b6ast of were the 
wooden benches or deats at each side of ihe table^ 
but not having even a blanket to keep us warm, 
we preferred to sit up, as close to the fiTe as pos- 
sible, and nurse the dying embers ; for as they 
are not often ^voured by the company of noc- 
turnal visitors, the supply of dried wood intend- 
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ed,.for the next dasfB fire was soon exhausted, 
which was. a sad misfortune to us ; for at hest 
fires in these elevated regions communicate but 
little warmth^ from the extreme rarity of the 
air. Du]:ing>the ni^t, die thermometer fell to 
a few»de^reefli,aboTe»freezing| a sufficiently ra^ 
jki tx^nsxtionforius, for when we left the val- 
ley it stoo^ at ^^ Fahr. The night was clear 
and cloudless, and the sky above our heads was 
gemixiedi /with ^ staiB .uinumerable, sparkling 
with a li^t so vivid as to defy comparison 
with the scene witnessed on the level of the 
sea, or. aniidrtiie dense and vapoury atmo- 
sphere of Britain. It was indeed " a new hea- 
vens and a new earth." , Below our station lay 
extended the Mer de Glace, with all its icy 
imagery, its divaUmchesy its gladersj its boulders^ 
and its rocky torretds^ terminating in the Col des 
Oeans, and resting on Mont Blanc. Before us 
rose the AiguiUes de Dru^ towering to the blue 
vault of Heaven, and partially wrapped in a mantle 
of clouds pierced and overtopped by their peaked 
and pointed summits. On Thursday morning, at 
a quarter past fpur o'clock, the thermometer had 
risen to 43° Fahr., and we soon after descended 
the mountain steep to the Mer de Glace, our 
other two guides having joined us from the vsll- 
ley, carrying provisions in knapsacks on their 
back. Each of us was supplied wi^th a pole about 
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seven or eight feely long, with sharp iron spikes^ 
to strike into the iice; but we declined the 
precaution of cramp^rons being screwed iiito 
our shoes, nor does there seem miich necessity 
for such pointed Appendages, the 'ice we had to 
traverse being rough, with solitary lexceptions, 
and those of un&equent occurrelice^ thoi:^h the 
shoes of our guided were wdl supplied with 
nails. 

In the midst o£' tmx rapid descent^ we seemed 
all at once to come to an interminable barrier, 
and our progress received an effectual pause, by 
an immense wall <^ rock, but slightly shelving. 
To the surface of this rock we climg, supported 
by our guides, and impelled by them in a lateral 
direction, the slips in the rock serving as pmiffs 
(fappui for our hands and feet; the whole ma" 
noeuvre being in direct violation of thte laws of 
gravity. Having, however, at last gained a firm 
footing on the Mer de Glace, we proceeded ; but 
during the night the ice had yawned, doubtless 
from the infiltration of water, and Subsequent 
expansion in the act of freezing; and the diffi- 
culties increasing at every step, we found it ne- 
cessary to call a^halt^ and hold a consultation on 
the best means of advance. One of our guides 
went forward to explore, and we progressed 
slowly. He shortly afterwards rejoined us, and 
while Mrs M. walked in advance between two 
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of^oar'gtiidei^ Charlet and Pierre Coutet, I 
fblkwed wiih' Balmat. Before we could gain 
a tevel mrbeej it was necessary to clamber tip a 
Te^cal widi of iee, about thirty feet high, the 
guides having^ eixt footsteps in ' the fafade, we 
fbrmed ii Hviiig eh^, and at length stood on 
its top$"aiid alter mit^ u^s and downs of the 
same kind^ gained tbe centre, where the rents, 
though profound, were less frequent, and not so 
wide. In some of these we observed fine groups 
of icy spieulffi, the consequence of the crystal- 
line arrangement of the preceding night, and 
the walls of the chasms shed a refreshing light, 
the cfJBfiiet^f the exqtdsite dquorTnarine tint which 
invested them. Our path was sufficiently cur- 
vilinear and zig-zag, from the numerous and 
formidable obstacles which opposed our pro- 
gress. About nine we gained a resting place, 
among some fragments of rocks which had fal- 
len from the surrounding aiguilles, and having 
taken refreshment, resumed our advance; but 
before we began an almost perpendicular ascent, 
to an elevation some thousand feet above the 
plane of ioe we had traversed, we were obliged 
to wind round an angle, on the vertical face of 
an elongation of the AiguiUes de Dm. This 
steep path was rocky, and so far afforded a 
firm footing; but it did not exceed fourteen 
mches in breadth, and as it was necessary to in- 
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cline the body^ which then overhung' a precj{iioe 
of five hundred feet in perpendicular . depth, 
the progress was perilous in. the extr«n(ie. One 
of the guides, however, having passed, the ei^- 
tremities of a. pole were held bjr. a g|ciid^.:^t 
each end, and we, by the assistance and sup^- 
port of the thi^d, at length gained the (^q[M)6ite 
side. As I p^ed^ .]^ Jnstinctiv^y. sbuc^ 
but it w^ n^ei^sar^ that X§lipuid^$iq[ffir«S8 any 
expression c^ jhe^^^ loffep. feil We 

hail* now tp ^rwa^j^U^^^^^ 
apd their dehris,^ jM^iU^tJlj, w^spjg^wi the dc^. 
composition of moss^ and l^k^ns, and some 
patches of grass; but these were thin and bare, 
scarce affordi^ ey^ ^amid the daya^pf summer^ 
pabulum for the marmot, much less fpr the cha- 
mois. Here* how^vep, we found Ike Salix hd^ 
vetica, V , 

^ It jbei^me, oppressively ;hQt^.&cm. a. comU- 
nation of both direct and reflected heat. The : 
d9,y. was d^ightful, and the heaveni^; sereae, 
and if there had been clouds, we were £wr above ^ 
their station, and the usual region of the tern*- 
p^t and the storm. We left our clofJcs, and \ 
the guides difnncumbered themselves of their, 
baggage, ^oon after we had surmounted the. 
rock wbi«h overhung the dangerous pa^s we had 
left below. 
Having scrambled over a somewhat steepand 
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ru^ed mountain, we arrived at an immense tor* 
rent of gigahtio rocks, wKieh seemed to haVe 
been dashed from the alpine heights which still 
towered above us. Our motion over this new 
obstacle was slow and snail-like, and many an 
up and down characterized our progress. Af- 
t^*wardB, we wandered among the insulated py- 
ramids of ice of the glacier of Talefre, some of 
whi<^ were of * a magnitude truly terrific, and 
seemed like emmets at their base, while they 
gloried intheir height sixty or seventy feet above 
us. Our isufisequent path conducted over an 
avalanche, wfa]<^ lay asleep on the Iside of the 
mountain, and some recently fallen snow^ into 
which wei repeatedly, simk nearly to the mid-« 
dleu. After a few more struggles, we gladly 
sca^ledoUr-pointand resting place, the courtil *6r 
jardirij a curious oasis in the glacial desert. The 
aiguilles of the Glacier of Talefre in the Mer do 
Glace are encNfmous, and among them* rises a 
vast'xounded rock^ covered during July and Au*^ 
gust with pkuats^ rand flowera The foll6win^ 
comprises neaijy* the entire of its interesting 
flora. : Jimcics.Jacquini^ [Silene acavMs^ Gentianq 
nivalis J Achillea ^nana, Cerdamine €Upina, Tri/b- 
HuHn a^nnum^ilAcheti nivalis; Pedicuiaris rosttata^ 
Senecio ima^uta^ a^d Geranium fiodosum. At this 
our greatest elevation, the thermometer in the 
shade was M'^'Fahr.^ and in tbe crystalline water. 
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which bubbled from beneath the avalanche in 
its vicinity, 33°. Here we rested for some time, 
and took refreshment, which indeed was suffi- 
ciently acceptable. We had a small flask of bran- 
dy, as well as the Wine which the guides carried 
with them, being fearfrd to risk the beverage of 
ice-cold : water a£t^< > the • &vex^h '■ exbitetnent 
which such aii ex1a»ordinaiy i^cursioti: tieces- 
eiarily. produced. Amsod these aii^i^ful and j[cy so- 
litudeSj no voice wa8l^eard*^butnou7 bWiv^ The 
stillness of death reigned around^ sate only that 
it was, at distant intervuls^ broken by th^ shrill 
signal of alarm giv^n by the (^^niiiiel stationed 
by the marmots: ai their outposte^or the thun- 
deringi crafifa^ announcing- the £b£ of a distant 
aM^danche, OS the renc&ig of 'the mighty glacien 
In thici vast amphitheatre, walled in by mouii- 
taitis of snow, here and there penetrated by the 
pealwdsmimitexjf their aiguilk«,.re%™ an eter- 
nal. winter, the aecumtOated' snows of - many 
age% the wreck and ruin of roekjs, and all the' 
magnificent pers(mification of dread desolation. 
Far. beneath us; lay, in all its Vast dimensions, 
the* Mer de Gldce, its monotony only relieved 
by t^e pyramids of. ice, the boulders and the frag- 
ments of rodks on its sur&ce^ as: if scattered by 
some giant arm< Ahnxmit en. face rose Ihe Ool de 
Geans, and at its side Mbnt Blaine^ teiwering in 
stately ibrm above ther other Alptt;' 
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I '' Monarch of mountains ! 

They crowned him long ago 
On a throne of rocks, in a robe of clouds 

With a diadem of snow. 
Around his waist are forests braced, 

The avalanche is in his hand.*' 

There is something in the awful solitudes of 
mountain scenery which moves the soul. The 
world far beneath is^shut out from the gates and 
avenues of her contemplation, and she seems to 
hold converse with aerial beings. The philoso- 
pher, wrapped up in the mantle of thought, is lost 
in his abstractions, and the christian cannot for- 
get that, in regions such as' these, many of the 
sublime andawfiil mysteries of his religion were 
transacted. Over these frozen and snowy cloud-^- 
caped regions hovers the IjOLemmergeyer^ that ter-^ 
rible of birds, which often alights from his 
skyey elevation, to give chase to the agile cha- 
mois, which, bounding from rock to rock, is for- 
ced at last to yield itself a prey to this condor . 
of the Alps, which is often found to measure 
from tip to tip of the wings, when outstretched, 
nearly sixteen feet. In our return, we passed 
two pools of water on the surface of the Mer 
de Glace, and numerous fragments of granite, 
micaHslate and rock-crystal scattered here and 
there. Some stones had penetrated deep into the 
ice; and, by absorbing and retaining heat from 
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tlie 6i]ii-beaiil5 in virtlie loftheor cq^^^ Btak iir 
the transparent medium by wbich tbey are «ur- 
rounded. They aflforded me a jHraetieal hdnt^ 
whfeh, though still unmatured, may ukimatdy- 
be of ettensive and varied applieMi^o* We also 
observed at the sides of the mountain several* 
excavations, the work of the marmots. These 
little creatures maybe termed regular hay^ 
makers. They bite off the grassy and turn and 
dry it in the sun«beam, and it is even said 
that oile of the party lends himself to be loaded 
as a cart for the transport of their provender. 
The Alpine marmot inhabits the highest ac- 
clivities of the Alps> and forms societies varying 
from five to fourteen in number. When basking 
in the sun-beam, cm some ridge or green patchy : 
a sen^el in advance whiistles on the approach 
of danger, — a signal for. the whole party to 
retire into their nest^ which are curiously lined 
with moss and dried grass. They finally with- 
draw into thieir abodes in the month of Septem- 
ber^ and reniain torpid till March following^ 
and during this time the entrance is plugged up 
with earth; They are occasionally dug out in 
winter: the flesh is esteemed by the peasants, 
who frequently eat it, tender and delicate : the 
skins are valuable, and the tat is by the Savoy- 
ards held to be medicinal; 

The ice 6f the Glaciers resembles consolidat- 
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ed iro;9^n snow, and pi toiiight especially on the 
sumimt of lofty monntauMi s but it becomes ii;iore 
t^r^niipareht and Icy in itis t^^^tju^ in tl^e lower 
gSaiiiera, and as we descend into th^ plain. 
'^e g^aat dangcst'of tra^^r^Uig tb() M^ <fe Giufce 
consists in me dSfi^tdtjr of pronounqing o^ the so^ 
Uiiiy of the snow*^ l/Hien U assm^es a yeUono^ 
tin^ it is considered comparatiyely safe ; and 
here i^e great experi^ce of the guides is eaUed 
i;ato exercise, because the ice is incessantly 
opening and exposing dhasms, which are often, 
cbncealed by a mantle of fresh falkn snow, 
and an individual may, by dine incautious steps 
W precipitated beyond the hope of recoTery. In 
one instance we sunk to. the depth of several 
fbetl The guides, howeter, keepa sharp look but, 
and are eveop on the alert to rescue those conk*, 
ndttedto their charge, lliey make it i]QQ^rMlvSei 
that not one step be taken without thmr ex:- 
press sanction : and it is essentisA to ]^n^<mal 
safety not to leave them for a moment. CsUuiix 
told lis, that, though we were their Aiifisters W 
the valley^ they were ours on the ice, and aniongjftt' 
the rocks. Indeed we had no incHsation to rarayv 
b^ng j^ad enough to keep a &rm hbUrof ijieiil: ' 

In many places we foun^ that the sn^-ieate' 
had form^ iivulets in the ice, where ^i^' 
quenched our thirst, whicb' was exc^ttdv^, aa. 
every one in the ascent of monnteins lioiu^ 
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ron^f k^, ihaJi i^erfoQ lff;ater» , wlfc^ tak^ at 
dofs:: no hiunQQ». asi might be jBxpected firom the 
iaid«0g^(di.i^(5i]^ppictoic6flf ^^^ deter- 

fil^\ ^ta(p^;m9.^^ j^^^^t^c^ti^^ . jpvercomQ». andt 
th^ the ^l^j^ kr% W^ed 1^ punfe inteiusil^- 
it , 9^sikea .^.,W« jaid a^jjb to tb« ^ MohIib,'* 
wth b^xiemh^n^ gs^^i^!^. It is probable 4iai 
tbi&vin|rio«is ^^iiib^e o£ water nearer freeaefsb 
it8|^pid^]itf)!(ai^ It tu9iMe% wit^ ft 

ti^^silCEiidoiUL mnsR to a yast 4epth,^ and tio^ 
uxideiv^^'l^ 4^ Glac% :i88i]iiig from the fa^ado^ 

^..)j(^;^tiise4'to.lpok dowiLsome of tibe yai!;^- 
log f^u^f^M) an4r bycastiBg stpnes^and oj)iH9n^mg^ 
mi%UM)^m^t<^ the mteirral of tiqie H^^f 
l^jifpi)^ £804^^ ear agam^ I g^id^ sti^^ 

8cpa;Jqi^ e^j^jm^kted:. the depth of Uie|^e|;^e 
Qlace.at€QO feet. In two instances, to save »» 
Gi|5ciiit».o^c pples were placed across the chasms^ 
aiid wiiKdie assistance of a guide at each side 
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we walked over them; but this 'was very hazard- 
ous, for had the ice given way, or the poles 
broken with our weight, there was no possibili- 
ty of being rescued 'from immediate destruc- 
tion. 

On our return to Montanvert, we had to 
make a circuit' of some mileis, the ice having, 
during our ab^eii^e, opened a terrific chasm, too 
wide for us to pass. We met witlii a repetition of 
our former difficulties, and sbme additional ones 
arising from oul* varied path,' and had to clam- 

* ■ * * ' 

ber over a vast multitude of enormous boulders ; 
but finally we scaled^ without ropes or ladders, its 
summit,' where we found a party seated at ijieir 
ease, and enjoying from thence the fine view of 
the Glaciers, and the niowy^fimiiture of the 
Alps around them. 4 o'clock p. k. the thermo- 
meter was 65°, Fahr. 

The fragments of rocks tUat are scattered over 
the surface of the Mer de Glace, are found oc- 
casionally rounded and abraded, from their ha-^- 
ving: been rolled in their precipitous descient 
from, their eagle elevation, detached either by 
an . expansive force, arising fromi the congela- ' 
tion of water, or shattered . by the electric, 
bolt^of Heaven. Such masses, tumbling Lead-* 
long .from their elevated r^ons^ mu3t acquire ' 
a tremendous impetus, and would be hurried* 
onward to a vast distance on tlie frozen plain ; : 
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But the torrent oi rpcks and stones, of ^ight-^ 
Jiil magnitude, . and most extensive numerical 
array, in the .vicinity of the base of the glacier 
of Talefre, can, I think, be only rationally 
accounted for on the 8]app9sition of -the rup- 
ture of a waterspout, by an accidental > con- 
tact with, soiQe of the . sharp points or salient 
angles. of the A^gnillef de-jpru, &c. ,' The singu- 
lar pyran^^ struc^e of the aiguilles of the 
glacier, and ^eir insulated form,- and detached 
relievo, i^ a pnenomenon at once extremely sin- 
gjolar, and difficult to explain^ It seems to be 
the ef&ct of a solvent power in the atmosphere ; 
in the same mftnner as sticks of potassa in the 
act of solution af'e abraded equally around, and 
form delicate and lengthened tapering cones; or 
as an amorphous mass of alum, allowed to remain 
in water, after many days discovers a pyramidal 
form, encrusted with octahedral crystals in re- 
lief. 

It seems by no means doubtful that the glar 
ciers do advance into the valley ; nor does it 
seem very difficult to account for such a pro- 
gressive tendency.. Water, we know, from 42° 
downwards expands, the expansive power in- 
creasing in the ratio of the decrease in tempe- 
rature. During the day, a portion pf the sur- 
face is thawed, and this liquid water filters 
tlirough file ice. By the nocturnal cold this 
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i^ter fiiwzeS) and, 88 by Ibe po^^tr of a ^f^edge^ 
tbe great matt is temt and separated. lUs £s^' 
location^ -fi*ei|ue»dy Tq;)eated» by a r^>eiitioa of 
^rimikr agency^ ptLsheB fiinvturd lite grMt body 

of iee. Tha low^ F!^'^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ Glace are 
this of meeaeity impdied taward die villey of 
Cfaamouni, to vUcb it iieclbkets and whdre thor^ 
is no refi&tance \to oppose its progress* Tbe 
Mer de Glace abuts 6n liie Ckd dto Geaa% and 
on tiie acdtmty of Mbnt iEHttOc; v^t towards 
its emlbiwaefaare it is flanked «« ikt <»ne dde by 
the ix)dky ii^alls of Montsnvert, and on die other 
by those of die Aiguilles de Dru. lliis separap- 
lion wHl also aeeotmt for the movement of the 
boaldttii which rei^ upon it ; while dM^e still 
remains another eireumstanoe, which will con* 
tribute its share in die ig^Ks^&mveni to which we 
relG^, and that is, the water from the mcfulin^ 
TC^ch, after having penetrated the i^, and 
rolled along its subglacial channel, will neces* 
sarily ftise the ice in contact, and the glacier 
witt rink in that direction, which will be at a 
matjmnm at die source d'Averon^ the outlet of 
the water which flows from the glacier. Thus 
an inclined plane tdll be provided for the gra-^ 
dual advance 'of the boulders towards the val* 
1^. . It seems, toO| higUy probable that the bed 
el^ d^e Water under the glacier is always main- 
tafaiJeid, e^eh in winter, above a freessing tfempe- 
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rfttnie; aUA ^tM, uASet eti^ circntDfltaQce^ 

seatb. 

We arrived safely at the village of Cfaamotmi 
at 7 o'clock In thfe evening, after having walled 
that day about tkirCj/^ine miles, accor^ng to tfie 
calculatioD of our guides, the greater part ovw 
ice, Know, glaciers, bouldefB, and fa^adea of ice 
and rock, forming walls some hundred feet tigfa. 
We were exceedingly amused with the conten- 
tion among our guides as to the priority of walk- 
ing into the vill^e with Mrs M., who still cofii 
tinued in advance. Their colloquy was kept 
up in their ptUois, or peculiar dialect, but we 
gathered sufficient to ascertain the cause of con- 
tention. When we arrived, we were welcomed 
by crowds. It Ba^ bieen'jmjphesied itiat it v/a^ 
impoenble &&e M. sltbuld be able to dverttonife 
the fktigae And diffitttilties ; and out guided Mfid 
won an additional laili-cl in eonsfeqtiemce df th^ 
success, tius ent«tpriie lifeifig secol^d only to t^e 
ascent of Moot Blatae, alid has been adbpt«9 by 
the few whb htive stiocesefiiny reaehbd its siiin- 
tnit, as preparatory t6 tbat inost Jie^ons unSer- 
takii^^ and as & kiitd of truning for it. We 
were of coBTsfe ^oittnt <A wba£ htf befiire' oi^ 
quite fiiiffiaeiit to put ttttmly otntr^e' t^ t1t6 tui^ 
much fikn-e femtde beArfsfa; biit t^ diffieoftS^ 
were di^maed froia its, and mnsf be fiiir ftpoto^ 
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made to jHitch our tent for the ni^^o^^^^f^r, 
de Gi^o^^Jij^/>?f^^ui|^oj^^j3^ 

. Whei^.V^o|,tp,t^i(^inii, JljjL.^ f^fffff^ 
bath, Bni^^f^}i^of.^^l^^^ 
lassU^^. ,A/pi^.p^Qe^;^e3^flr^<^n^|flj^,e, ajjaip 
would^ye w^^ed wp^|i5(?;^^in9^^ ^j^^^^a^i-j^; 
nary i^ the. difference l^etw^^ 
tic atmo^herQ.,on>th98Q.al^tud^^i^ii^^h^ 4f$9J^ 

vapours which lie $tsignwVi|i ^, .YP^^Ju v. > / 
The guides are bold a¥^4 Wtrjpi^ cftii;^Qij^ 
and intelligent, faithful .{md^h^iiest, .h^^ ,f^ 
their native mountains, aiid fi^ j^i^^^cipt^^apd 
agile as that pretty antelope, t}^e f^Jban^o^, .i(rl49^ 
inhabits these re^ons. The guides of Cha^Q^m 
are, moreover, possessed of a v^t fimd of ^infpr^ 
mation, and even a considerable .store 9f '^ifl)}7) 
tijfic lore, especially that connected with hpj;^.^ 
and mineralogy^ In their address, th^y jhf^Yie 
much politeness and courtesy ; a^d .though^ 
among themselves, they employ. $^ y^ pc^culia^ 
dialect, they speak French in. their ii;L;t^;rpour8e 
with strangers at once with elegapice, ;aud e^. 
This character is certainly an eleyate4.cj^e, .l^^t. 
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f6Ucm?%, y^tUiyrVi^Mu. ' THi^ugti itt W^ 

we Teeeiiecl'diiil^ ^teres&ig infoJriii^tioii W^ 

mr^asA6'iii t6 Wkbli ihe guides of Cl&ni^Li 

aA '^IftJ^ct;' WieA'^e^^ in tlie coiriirifiA' 

M&iki^ thef rdc^e^ dix francs pei^ dieiri, Rut iA 

^f.i^om'di^h^^ expecBtioti/ iak ^tlie? 

•^Jitfdii;*^ fey liistac^ Wh received nin^fi^cs^ 

o^'iilcjr^^ & the aatiger is^ iticr^teea. Gdverii^' 

nieMtf^oiEges tlifetlt to contribute half a fWlhg 

ftbiii' liV^ siic they^ VeceiviB, towai^ a fiina; tfi*^' 

diijek of which lis to sttipport'them ^nd th^h: 'fUJ 

tliSam the event bf sickiieBS, 6^ wheh inca|)^'^' 

jcit^^^'ifrom old jtge'<)« infirmity, to traveiT&[' 

th'^ ttotoitaiiifc If they 1iake ^iiy fitratager'tt/ 

ml^'a^aii^tah'cie;^ to he tiiikhle to retui^ Itie 

^kihe' Vaght, th^ eiptecesj'^t to toil tit ei^-^ 

bS 
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they (lii^ ntf^'reraJe to ^ httwernr 'haxatdoim 
be the entiei^i^Sli, tiikiiB^li^ Vpiirlef trith tJi^ 

ed to Bu^ii: 1^ r^tifiaf, tvl^di araodhftf to forty 
francs. Ttt^if dernc6JK ard billy t^nired four 
or five mohths in tiie kiitiiin^. They nare not 
allowed to conduct firtrangers over any monntain 
out of llieir own district, without paying a fine 
of thirty francs to the government of the vallais 
to which the surrounding mountains beklng. 
Each is obliged to devote two days in the sea^ 
son to the repair of the road% or pay a fine of 
ten irancs, unless he find a suhstitiite. The in- 
habitants of Chaihouni are prohibited from cut^ 
ting down any trees but those marked by go- 
vemment, and even such they have to pay for. 
Each fsonily IdUs their own meat in autumn, to 
serve for the sticceeding twelve months ; part is 
preserved in a frozea state, and the rest salted. 
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During Aetr long and severe winter they ar^^ 
cbisSy confined to tbeir habitations, their time 
being occupied in the repair of their miserable 
huts, roeodiiig their clothes, cutting wood for 
fuel, or making a few rude bonsehold utensils, 
Sic., while the women are uBually employed in 
knitting and 8]nitiung. Nor ie the instruction of 
tJieir children forgotten. Each guide is allowed 
to keep one mule for his own use. Strangers 
are supplied by tlie neighbouring peasantry, and 
pay fflx IranCB per day. The sagacity of the 
TQules, though the very name liaa been prover- 
bial for obstinacy and stopidity, is very remark- 
able in being able to find their way after hai-ing 
once traversed any road. Chahlet related an 
instance of it in the case of one of his own. 
He had occasion to pass a mountain, in a night 
so dark,tha^ he c^nild not discover the path, and 
wqs. obliged to tru^t himself entirely to the con- 
duct And goid^ioe of the mule ; ntJ though the 
animal had Only be^ once befote In that diree- 
tioni it itevet misded its footii^, conducted Mm 
in periSect sofe^j sAd even Mopt M the door of 
tlie inn Bt which it had rest«il befitr^ thoogfer 
the intefvri waa nine years. When t^versB^ 
mowitaiBndeeB) I have ofttm obMrved evidtfitees 
of castlon lud security ; and ifi tbeee mvaluable 
]nt^>ertieet4ie,mule staiidBpfd-eminent, — qualitiee 
trlueh -csD only be ^ly appreciated by thOM 
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who hay4B,]^n j^ustip^xied to witness, their fimn 

ness and caution. o^i. the. i^4g|B>^ precipices,, in 
devious paths, or in traversing dangerous moun- 
tain passes, on the verjge «Qf projecting rocks, or 
over some rude plank thr^wQ across the horrid 
chasm. This mucjiiii jittsti«e.ta a much traduced 
animal, whose (COjuri^e^ steadiness, and calculat- 
ing prudence^ are' t^y wond^ui. 

At 10 o'clock A. M. on th^ following morning 
the thermometer was 68'' 75'* We left Chamouni 
on .our retu^^to-Geneyaab \l o'clock; . and, in 
tlo^miaan'ti^^iamplQjrftditiNfHrselyes in .glanang 
over -tike album at t the. km^i where strangers are 
requested to register their .iwunes, and have au 
opportunity tor jpecord any interesting event, or 
indulge in ^rae. jeu d^eytriL Among the latter 
class, we w^^ amused with the following, which 
seems well told. 

^' The following lines were copied from a 
pocket-book found near the foot of the Montan- 
vert, and supposed to have fallen from the pocket 
of a dandy, who was observed to make an ava- 
lanche near this spot. , It is conjectured, that he 
had ventured; from his chambers in the Rue de 
la PaiXjio explore the romantic beauties of Cha- 
mouni. Whether he ^^ safely" returned to his 
crib is not exactly known ; but it is feared that 
the internal and extomal works were so much 
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No more ypu*!! catda me on its snow/* 

^ber^ we ispeut a ]p)eabtti|t Ceding" tdth a trans- 
adantic gelitlefliatiland M9 lisd^ t94K> had anmsed 
tfaijBoiselVes for S^Me'days '^^e^usiii the envi- 
roHS, baty-from their limited kn<mrledge <fS the 
htnguage, seeiAed to have fidlen a- prey to* the 
gross imposition that had been systematically 
practised on them by the landlord and his 
myrmidons. I proiFered my services, and the 
commissaire de police having been sent for, mat- 
ters were arranged. We left the Bellevue the 
following morning, and stopped for breakfiast at 
the Hotel de Mont Blanc, at Pont St Martin, 
where we engaged a char-tL-banc for Geneva. 
On entering the gates of the Imperial city, my 
passport was demanded. I demurred against 
this incessant annoyance, and held parley for 
some time with the sentinel, and at last refused 
to yield the document which had so recently 
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been in their pd6se6doti# Mot eover I vriak- 
ed to hear M. Malan foeyoad %h6 city gates or« 
the morrow, and in i^trictndss the\«entinel hada^ 
right to demand it er^cn titesu^ vM^ w^e also 
to leate early oni Monday ntosifniiigf ted it seem*^ 
' ed indecorous taTiokf^ ibe #oleiiliuty of the 
Sabbath, hfianiAng ott^ttdanee at tbe passport'^ 
office on that day, in order t^tita.obtaiiiment: 
besides, it wm nmr^ « fewiiboura' return to a 
city, where only Ave days Jbefoi^e we ]^ domi- 
(;iled. All thil, however^ «rvailed nothing; the 
passport ninst b^ ^itireMtMd, .tod it wa^ giren 
with no good gnlctei ij/fwiAeb. I igma duly re- 
minded at ih^ passport, offiti^j vrlKnre I went at 
1 1 o'clock if"/ M. th^ ^etine Hi^ii to demand it 
My reprbbf in i^efAy l^tiis tdtideitfd in terms as 
shkrp as the language wius m Which th^ man lA 
office chose to address ihe. On the follo\dng 
day, we ^tehdcd sei^Ce ih the Cathedral of St 
Pierre, and 1 ntn^ adihit the Miie ensemble asto- 
nished me. The i^dress, for it was certainly 
not a sdrinon, w^ altogether a mere tissue 
bf sentimentalisfn, defivcfred with a theatrical 
tone and gesture ; alld mjiTring all due allowance 
for the youth of the 6peaker^ it seemed an incohe- 
rent aTld dislocated rhapsody of fine Words and 
fifie phrases, ^ fvdl of «ound ^tidfury, signifying 
nothing;'' and last, ndt least, the apostolic bent^ 
4ittum was wanting. In repeating the creed. 



39 



"I believe in Jesns Christ," &c., it was what 
the ^ocinian has sidd of the exclamation of 
ThomHs, gnbauditur. The disproportion of the «ear 
here wasianily amazing, not one in twenty being 
male% and on our dismissal we noticed a ^^ Laza- 
rus'* at the gate. In ihd afternoon we attended M. 
Malan, and were much pleased with his sermon, 
and the solemnity and decorum which every 
where re^ed. The two front seats were en- 
tirely occupied by respectable English families: 
the chapel was extremely neat, and well attend- 
ed. In retiimiil|f, irk noticed 6ome observance 
as to th^ letter ^ the fourth commandmenty 
'^ the cattle within thy gate%" for during public 
service^ at any )rate» a barrier interdicts the 
tranrit of quadrupeds to and from the city. 
Our hotd overlooked the '' Cafe de Bel Air/' 
and here English servants wer^ amusinf them^ 
selves during the day by playing at billiards ! 
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LAU5ANNE AND ITS ENVIRONS — PARAGREl4i;S — 

. , CHILON. 

'i !«'u(m| iiu »^Kit (>«^ '/iini M -liS'.v v ,, .1... 

Ch^ th«l m^^iv/ai^ W Isft OeReva fop Lau- 

6 o'do^^/'Mi^ ' Tbe fere^/of the imt cabin is 
fire frttttc^; ' Thei^^ ^^w^ partjroi» 

bbaard, wheffe" b^fbvioiir stoaiMtio^iioore^i^ 
to their cbi:drtry, fdr tbey veiy nmudi^ resemkle^' 
sehbol h&f^ Imikcfii bM«e' ftoini diebiifiitekige. 
We haTeheard'of litds 0it tbe exejoft du iikdid^s 
amusing themselveft by breaking their c«ps *iaaA^ 
bow^ but We did not ^iS9q[iect to witness «dek <H^ 
duct here. They did it, howeTer^ pour t^amtUer 
et passef* le iems^ doubtless, bat thesiie w^re Aobo ' 
on board ivho * w^e not indifferent spectators of 
the boyi^ jj^roMklings of these grown-up child^ 
reti. ^ I marvelled at this sample of ^ f^'^med 
Britldn. Far, far too frequently have we had 
occasion to blush for eto eonatryrliQn, botli'm 
Italy and France^ as weH as vnSwitKerland; aood 
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those reckless and thoughtless individuals little 
know the extent and amount of the mischief 
they do. If they have no regard for themselves 
or their proper credit and character, they ought to 
remember that there are relative duties which 
they owe, and by^wUeU ilieylai'e bound; and 
while they may consider themselves at perfect 
liberty in the exercise of this rumchalance^ they 

her sons should do their duty. Every accom- 
modation requisite may be had on board. The 
white wine was ^ehavged «t fiv^^baffseit per. bo|-> 
tie, or aiboiii>> wvetifienoe. ; M^^vuqr^ j R ^gJ isbj 
and was toleriblyi good, and th0 ch^MnpaJg^^ on 
board die Wkikelried (theothep jBteaiQ^f^cket), 
is ^uite celebvat^-m*6e»e¥a,>imprQ^ed perha{if; 
by th0t navigation pfi the. Lake. At^, l.o'i^k 
we.reaeked Qoiclijr^thepMTt of Lansaone, 9J^x 
a ddigktfidr sail ^ om this . beautiful ,lak^* A' 
smaU fkr pix^ecjdng into the lafc^. formf^d ^ 

cureaiif^rag« within its emteaee^aiii^rougb 
wall ^ stones^ serves ad a break?wa1|er. .. Qn A^f^ 
left k a' beaiutif ul specimen of :the^w^epiIlg, wil- 
low, extending its midn branches loo^ti^dinally 
for nearly thirty feet, bong propped i^con helo^ 
with stakes^ From hence we asotoded^to Lau* 
sanne, whidn is^elervated 450. feet «aboMB the level 
of the' lake. ' I'The town is built on three hills, and 
their ktervemng valleys, so that many of the 
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strisetB are exeeedin^y steeps and walkmg be»* 
comes CKtremely toikome. Lausanne^ however, 
is yety sufMsrioi^ we presume^ to Genevaeis a re^ 
sidetice£»r tiiei^lidikieal j/B^&eat, Geneva k too 
damp, aavdi (bhoHgh. refreshed and renewed by die 
tH^eezes^iO^ ihe.Jake^ its atmosphere is one^ as it 
{^ipeaxs to- mci) rjby no means suited for puloio«- 
nary aifidolioii& . .Tb^ altemations*of odid, some- 
timoB ra^d» wfam the ikiomilain fareeze has pre- 
viously to ffervadid ttie ^glacier, is a change too 
trying for the mtorbid bame. 

On thb i«vocatio«. ^ the Edict of Nantz, 
many f r^ich refugees settled at Lausanne^ 
bringing in their train industry, the means and 
medium of wealths The population is about 
9000. French is universally spoken, and ahnost 
all are protestants. The people seem lively and 
industrious; and it may be stated generally that 
the Vaudois are che^fiil and intelligent* The 
newspapers published at Lausanne are the 
^^ Feuille d'avis de Lausanne," replete with ad* 
vertiu^oments, as wdil as the ^^ Feuilleton dfe la 
Gazette de Lausanne ;" axvd the ^^ Gazette de 
Lausanne." Around the town al*e many fine pro^ 
menades^ particularly that Irhich overlooks the 
Archory Groniid) and some good limes are found 
in the avenue at this place — ^a favourite tree in 
many parts of Smt^rland. This beautiful 
walk was <Rir firequent resort. We were some 
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hundred f(Mt elected «ibov^ tlie gtesy mirtDr of 
Geneva's Xjake, alMl all bet^preen ttm one ^xMn"> 
sive Tm^yltrd ^^tiijiiiig^ Ar «nd tride. From 
k«iie« %(^ rk'^tned 1M iU^' bc^pnd^ risiiig in 
their inbgiufi^etA; l^asig^ afidiiiA^^MtlM^ ill 

witk dl lixr t;riiBBon''iild!'-i^ey3riiiUm gloly, ^ink 
amimg -Ami* eteiiild< isli^^Tisueee^^ by an 
eleestrie selAMs' ti4ii^ '#^tdd 4biB^ weakimed by 
d^(cl4plioii5 androqtltl^s'tb Ito^ bci«eld from a 
spot like thid io be tfttdei^toock^ *^e fiiieca»- 
siv^ flashes of dheetllllbtiiiiigf, and their bril- 
Imtit dDi<niscalio^ iUmninattfig the Al{£iie chain 
Iretted with pioet, of bll)tked with a tnantle of 
inow^ fbrmed a ma^c picture full of btouty imd 
sabfimity* • ; :•' 

Our sojourtt air LsfaaliB^ eseeedtod a tticMith, 
and ^ mad€ fi^nfent^dJciniildoitt ht ike country 
rduhd^ visiting tike fimn^ cottages, dAiries^ vine* 
ylsrds^ and orehafds. Wcl found the paragr^les 
very generlkUy eihployed tiifonghout this canton^ 
and their vdile setoii) duly appreciated : the re^ 
salt, after ntimerons obserratbnis and repeated 
inquiries, jostifies the confidence tisposed in them. 
1 have eisewhc^ ladvocated the question at 
considerable Itogth^ and conviction sti^nglhens 
at ev<^ itep; Professol* ChavanKes had the 
ateeiity'inindst much futile opposition, of their 
lntroda($tion thto the Oanton de Vaiid, and in a 
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lengthened eotiversation we had together, I de- 
cidedly gave iny voice in their favour. There 
does not exist a solitary insltoce, I believe, on 
record, of a vine iii their vicinity having become 
a victim to the hailstorm, while adjoining vine- 
yards not pfotecte^ have fallen prostrate before 
the blast.' THie JkEiirlagi^file 'rimply consists of an 
upright prfe, Kavifa^ airbed to it a copper wire, 
little exceeding tHe'diam^^ter of a bell-^^e, and 
confinedin a grbbve lengthways by clasps. The 
wire is'abtiut twehtjr-five to* tlurty feet long, 
and the plardgrifiles are distant from each other 
sixty to 100 feet. The former is the safest dis- 
tance, on the calictilation that the lightning rod 
B^ efficient, or supposed so, only to an extent of 
double its radius. Each paragrMe is surround- 
ed at the bottom with thorns or briars, to pre- 
vent the contact of cattle, &c. It should be 
observed that the wire enters the earth as deep 
as the pole to which it is attached, and extends 
one foot to fimrteen inches above its summit. 
Such is this simple shield of safety, and the 
theoretic question connected with it involves 
that of the lightning rod. Both must stand or 
fall together. The meteorological phenomena of 
the atmosphere,' are subordinated to, and modi- 
fied by, itft dectricity, for tins is the mighty and 
mjrMerious agent which moulds and controls 
jfcham. Vapour and rain, snow and hail, are of 
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this descHption^ and their formatiQi:! ^aod preci* 
pitation are effects of which electricity ial^e 
cause. The introduction of any ageu^y, which 
can modify its quantity, must-np^Mlify its power 
also, or any medium which e^ xfivfstse its- laws 
must annihilate its suprem^y^^t^^.^Sl^e]^ a fine 
capillary tuhe is jfuppUed.wit^ ^^^f^^i*) -a^d at- 
tached to the prime, (^nductpi^or^l^el^li^calms^ 
chine, the liquid may faU^talteirn^^^i^pps when 
the machine is at rest,, l^utv wh^.put in motion 
a series of very finely diyided Gitreanm impelled 
with force is perceiv^d< Wheniji^nietKlli^ point 
is presented, that issue ceas^, aiid resumes its 
previous appearance., : Just so it is with the pa- 
ragrSles, and theit* relation to the storm cloud. 
This is hy no means the proper place to enter 
scientifically into the minutiee of. the question ; 
but it seems palpable to me, that haiMxmes are 
an instantaneous formation, connected with a 
much l6wer elevation in the atmosphere than we 
are apt to imagine. We have among &e Ipgher 
Alps met with abundance of mom^ but never once 
met with any hailstones^ aad on lo w^r planes, as 
among the Apennines for . instance, . while we 
have encountered drizzling ramr we have never 
once witnc^ssed any thmg in the form of a. heavy 
shower. It may be. doubted that the low ele^ 
vation of the paragr^lesj can. affect at m con/u- 
derable an altitude the storm cloiidf but it may 
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also be rea&onably questioaed nihattLerithB Tegiod 

of the stoim W coofiidaraUie.- Q^uer di^ Lakes o( 

Cimberhaicl the electric* Soaid imy in serai' to 

hover hr beneath the pkme ctf €he obaance^ 

and te.beatAnoBt^ljy the mountilin^s. sidles aad 

dkeharge its fire; and Masscna and>'SirwABR 

ROW wer^ engaged! m> faattie ^amoaig tbe Alps, 

while die thundec • reUcd stod'^ae Mgli^mfp 

flashed £ur beneath the battle s^^ne* Htm ^isi thje^ 

by Ikny meatis aa unire^pient loeouvrenee to Ae* 

Alpine traveller* The eleetrie gleam ii seen td 

fret the masts of ships at sea,] >an4 flicktiv on the/ 

churdi spiie ^m> lamL Amd even in a. rtoiapdjT' 

night accompanied by rain, MtheinetaUio tape of 

the umbrella and the homes?' mane ate^ seen tp 

ghu^with diluted and lambentfiame* €saaton!8i 

belis and the aerial electvoscope eoneue^to pvowf 

the^eney^of apointed wire at no gseart} heigbK? 

The general appearance d^femaleeia Switzevi* 

land ]& mueh more prepossessing than is/ I^Sniace^ > 

tb^ seem. clsenLy in. parson, and dhril in mmiKt 

ner& The ladies we saw in mourning woeei 

crape veUs, i^nost descendii^ to the grwmdO 

The employments of poop -wmaiea itl I lamewMiii) 

seem very masQxdm^ GEoch as the traaqpor^ieC- 

heavy burdens, chopping i^. wood, leading homeen^ 

to water, driving carts, &c. The public fomn^ 

tains are nmnerons, and one gd two phuned: by 

the graceful branches of the weeping willow. 
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The quantity' of lettisee coofiuxnedxiHiat U ioi'^ 
meiise«. '■ We have seen twelve< pexiaowB «sig«g«d 
at the same time washing it at OBA'&miKtBaai. 
llie kinds chiefly used are tiieifsUN^ aadten* 
nis-baU; nev do I ever«>cem^ibhQir Id have si^en 
one <^tiie COS variety^' >Hii. ^n -v 

Dnring our ^stay in 4hark;ibyi>ii^0W 'ereotions 
were going £ol-was^ ' Qim^ on)ihe ^Itaft-litiid^ gOf 
ing through the gate^ittad id eonsidBniUd dassic 
taste^ and intended fiwi^iioiiiextsjaiidbaik. The 
Maison de Rnwe^ air^the jcdiUBl? aida^dT/ths towti#^ 
was not finished;* it has^a #Bie appsamnce aJb a 
distance, and ita situation 'i&lreBaailiably good. 
These are fautteen dungeons fop coniriots below 
ground^ besides: oe]l«»>fer" fuel and pM)\aJrions; 
and i&4' celh^ di^iC^Anpartnents^^ aiiove* The 
h%hsr stoory* » destined for faaalft piisoner^ 
Theiconit4ro0BK iitf "centraL < We. notified^ a)aO|. a 
large hmmoj * for^Mwwtllaaeaus w<Hrhs» and paiti- 
culan ^oiies ior ' shoemakers and tsakir&L Glasel* 
fieatioa iof the prxsonsDS' i& sd»pfted», and they 
are required to work at thdr sevevat' trader. 
There were three fine eondnctom heiog s»e«te& 
One waa Imished and seemed el^aat, apd con* 
structed on prop^ scientific principles The rodi 
was >^ wpoi^^ikt iren^ and tipped with go]d^ The> 
m&ikcsm thieknesswaaabontonenhatf inch:; audi, 
alker^ passhsg tlnfoughj>irom g^b^^ibs^ i* eateved the 
eitikilh thsou|^ »box of well Inumt^ ohascoail) and 
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tenftbmtied in b welk - These ^condnotiii^- lods 
cMune finom Friboing^ in Gennaiiy. OneMhun- 
dred andtwenty^ight tteps coBcbiet to tlM^eni- 
nence where the cathedral stands^ . and . from 
whence there is a fine view.of the lakeand adr 
joining oonntry. The aervice on Sundays oom- 
menceaat 9 o'clock in the cathedral, aa well, as 
in th^. oAer two cbnr<^bia. At 12 o'cleck there 
is catechism and examinations of the children.; 
and at 2 o'4)lock the afternoon service. . The mv 
der of the churdi service. was. as follows: Fimt 
a short prayer ; a psalm was then sung^ and du- 
ring this' period the collection made, by apersen 
with a tin csae attached to a stick, and th^ JiffiUf* 
tents at last poured into the general treasoryj^ a 
very antiquated strong box, under the . pulpit, 
which in the cathedral was of stone, the canity 
richly carved^ and bore the date 1633. A prayer 
fi)llowB die psalm, and all stand, until the .text, 
is read; and when the division of tbi^ semum is 
announced, and the invocati<m of the Holy Spirit, 
added^ the hearers signify it by a bow, &q».. .In. 
the afternoon the disproportion of males ^wm 
striking, there not being present one for twenty 
females. We were informed, that sixteen yean 
of age was the earliest period at which coimmir. 
nicants were admitted in the churches* . Befqn 
this the examinations are strict. For an entijc^ 
year previous, diey are constantly examined 



i m it v kl b ie iMmm ib^^^m^ m&eitah QxMAom 
far Vflriodsr fcHrtes wero/paifr' bgr ihe 4iiMgymaa 
mdkw4iliMiitely « to' tliw»> ybmag ^aoii% ud 
w^in ^fliy^ffisli&Miy airid intetniaiig'fy aimrwcd* 
^n^^wiire^ ifioai eigirtjrsfao^ aad Airfty giris 
preMiti ' P#a^w» wunii tMMUJj yifthpgtiiing, and a 
neat 'sbd ap^rc^^riato^adUbase giwR^oii dbie oAoa- 
rion. la Ae Bfternmniaf Ihe lEJame day we wit- 
iiesiedttofcriiiidi^ofi^aiill^ The^argjiaan, 
fltfitep ^arioue fae8(ieii%> ^imd $xutwiam retarned, 
poured a little water kitb the palm of Ids haiid, 
aad hafdl^ q^riidded tM faee of the^liild, re* 
pelttiilg tbe ftiHiAi fetfm of wofds j theinlEnit was 
pr ee en ted, oovered with a long whiter veil^ i^hich 
had pr^otirijr bem liirown back* Hie tower 
tf the cathedral wte atruck by lightning on the 
t4tli' dP Mtty, 4 few weeks previoos to oar ar* 
lim^ and' eonsideiraiMe damage ' had been sns- 
ddnedf especially that part of t^ bciilding imme- 
ttbttely^lmder the dome; and the woodett firame^ 
Mtnrk seethed to hn/mlmetkbi one plac^ set on 
fl]^. Sereral montiment^ of no ^eat Worth, 
IM seen here; That of ther fonndet^ of the Hbs- 
{jlce of the Oreat St Bernard is the modt inte^ 
resting. Among others may be mentioned^ one 
of the crusaders, the first bishop of the cathe- 
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ihi0bi«Umg^i)iriu( jiiidj m ihe ycarM'lQOO, audit 
•g^pctoi to ImT^ iMieiivtapfeerated inl^ 

.W(Wq nwxe ) on^ ; it^wo]|% ikboM mi^bught^; by 

to^be Ai SwKs i^niatopv^nrben^fia fietprly married 
coHpte first oce«i{lied ti)^fi»«plMM26^tthat their 
Metids^ should asisei]9jideu^th^;»m&ieal in^ 
resits I, and it is ^<ooBirid€ar0da9>arliUid x)f wel-» 
e^me^or tok^oi of approbation j ; £or» if <& marriage 
displeases them^ the partieai aretnot thus hoamur-^ 
ed. ilt' is not unfrequent tbi take, a^ journey for 
a short time^ by those who ean^ud^ntly afford 
rt The ring is not used in: the laarriage cere- 
mony^ but is generally giten:lqrthe husband af^ 
terwardsf amongst the higher iclasaeS) &om a 
French custopn^ but is unkaown among ihe :poor^ 
The general hours of the marriage ceremony ^ are 
at 10 a; M«>or 3 f^ m^ the dergymanbeing then 
in the churchy on account ^of the. morning xand 
evening examinations : -■ thebeHs ring during the 
ceremony, but do not ciontinue» i 

The cemetry is. at a ^distaaee of .two ^ln^e«l 
from the city, on the Bemexoad; and fim^*al9 
usually take place in the afteiqioonor eyening* 
We witnessed, on one oceasioi^ the funeral pro^ 
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cession : the mourning cbaches w«re painted 
black, and the horses w^e cbved^ed with black 
cloth: the liearse was simnouiitied with 'three 
tin ornaments in imitation of plnthe^ and' the 
top with festoons of black cloth, and bla^k'loid 
white fringe* Those who ranged ' on each side 
of the fiineral-car had their heads tmeovered, 
and the horsed Were led ^ a bwk^uuet des fimrs 
was attached to the hearse, with a scroll of pa-^ 
per bearixig MS. perhaps ^c^. Both the 
hearse ahd mourning-coaches were saluted by 
those that passed, whiD iihcovered. On arriving 
at the ceUaetry, the tnoumers alighted (no fe- 
males followed in the train) ; the hearse only 
was drawn into the church-yard ; the coffin Was 
extremely jAain, covered with black doth,^^- 
and on iitiS being lowered into the grave, the 
bouquet dea fleurs atid scrbll Tf^fere thrown in, 
and the grave instantly filled up with earth, 
from a kind of bafrow which was u^met for the 
purpose* 

The " cemetrie,** though not a " P^re la 
Chaise,'' i» neat. We observed a mfonument 
with the name of Joitif Philip Kemble the 
tragedian, Who died ' at Lausanne on 26th Fe- 
bruary 1828, aged 66 years. His grave was 
very simple; &bm it We gather^ a stem of la- 
v^nderi Which grew luxuriantly; there Were 
eiMo wmt^tlt pkmtl^ seattdted over the grave; 

c S 
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There was on the left of the entrance^gate 8s 
chaste and elegant monument, erected over the 
ashes of *^ Anna Maria Allott, nata Waller,** 
constructed in 1823 ; it cost 1200 Swiss livres, 
or about L. 750 Sterling, — ^the work of Gibson 
of Rome, an English sculptor. The niche, if I 
mistake not, is a copy of the canopy of the tomb 
of Abelard and Heloise, now removed to Pere 
la Chaise. 

At Lausanne, the br^ad is entirely bought 
from the public baker. The table d'hote is al- 
ways at one o'clock, and consists of two courses 
and a dessert, each composed of five dishes. Isty 
Two kinds of fish ; two dishes of vegetables ; 
something light, d la sauce, 2dj Roast and boiled 
meat, two kinds of vegetables, and something 
stewed or fried for the centre. Dessert various. 
We, however, generally dined in private. The 
fowls were always miserably bad, and not lar-. 
ger than pigeons ; but the fish from the J^Jce of 
Geneva, with which we were plentifully supr 
plied, was most excellent and diversified, as the 
carp, bream, tench, perch, &c. and especially 
the varieties of salmon and salinon*trout» callod 
Umble^ Fera^ and Ombre diemlier. Perch were 
only three batzen per dossen, or about .44d. 
The co£Gae-rQoms ar^ very good : and, beside 
excellent beer at 2| batzen the bottle, may 
be had a most delightful and refreshing sum- 



5% 



mer !>everiEige^ cisdled Z^inonade gazeUki^'liit 
price of wliich i8"4*T)atzen**J)^^ib6ttle. A^tkjA 
quantity of the coffee ijusra is Obtained from the 
chiccory-root, which is rda^jted ih. the nstial way. 
The mystard is veiy dbi%J of the In^oiJm 
and coipes from L^Ai^le.^ ^ Bothniikci^onl and 
vermicelli are timhiifactib'e1d^hefk''4iia i^e latter 
is coloured with saffrofi^ i;h6 pn<56 4 batzen per 
lb. of 16 ounces. 

The market days at Lausann^ are We^esday 
and Saturday, aind the market is abundantly 
supplied with fruits and vfegteteMes. P^ and 
cherries were mosf abuhdiaiit, and ^e price rea^- 
sonable: I received eighteen pears for' oiie-half 
batzen, and noticed agri^ots, raspberi'ies, goose- 
berries, &c. ; the red currants were extrabrdina- 
lily ikrge ; but I obiserved no white ciirrants. 
Flowers of lime, chamomile, mallow, &e/were 
sold as teas. ' Among the most peculiar features 
in Ite Vegetables displayed, were the steins of 
iteifdlili^ lettuce, and centi*al ribs of the white 
befet. The market was plentiftdly supplied with 
goiiirdst a lai^e one was diarged 1^ batzdn. On 
'the'16t'kJ%ly I bought a buneh <^ red grapes, 
the* first that had appeared in the markety calU- 
iM^^ih the open vineyard. The following 
Were^'tkS^^prideis of a few leading articles : 
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Wine ....^ bttzm • ?* bottle. 

Homy i .9 , ■ ^ ft 

Buttor.., 4 to 6 , ^ lb 

Veal, Mutton & Beef...2 ^ ib 

Cheese. 4i ^ tb 

Pork 3 to 4 . ^ ft 

Bread...u 1 ^ft 

Eggs •••• 3 _. ^ dozen. 

Fowls 5 i— each. 

Duck..... 10 

Goose 15 

The chickens are puny and poor to the last 
degree. On a market day I noticed only one in 
a basket, and^ when I repassed, it was dead* I 
was informed that the eggs were hatched by 
artificial heat in the oven. 

At the top of the street where the market 
was held was a notice prohibiting horses, char- 
i-bancs, &c. from proceeding in that direction ; 
and on each side of the street was a line of de- 
marcation ; the penalty, in case of offence, was 
five bataien. No grain can be sold in the com 
market before the clock of the Hotel de Ville 
announce the hour, and it must pass through 
the public stone measures. There are three, 
of different sizes, in &e market hall, to which 
rollers are attached, an4 the aperture or outlet 
mihout is kept locked. They are fixed in the 

* A batzen is equal to three»Iialf*pence. 
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wall, the h6llow'BtOB«^tema formingTan in- 
tegrant part of it^^ Am]^e rules aiOl Regula- 
tions are painted on: a boai'd, which is raised, 
so that all may rpaA it. When potatoes are 
not ripe, or in. an^ way: oufit for the market, 
or when any articles are found deficient in 
weight, they are confiscated to tiie hospital. As 
Lausanne, or its vidboity, may he selected by 
some English families 0S a tempprary re^dence, 
the previously stated market price, may guide 
their calculations. It may be stated generally, 
that clothes are much tlio satne aS' in England, 
perhaps ashade higher. In private lodgmgs, a 
Yumished-^room, &c. is twenty-four to thirty 
francs per month. Board and lodgii^ may be 
computed at four to five hmis d'or per moofdi. 
'Butcher-meat, bread, T^etables, and fruity are 
reasonable, and good. Fish, from the lake, 
plentiful and diversified. 

The town of Lausanne is well lighted, the 
tamps being suspended from the centre of die 
streets, and the light concentrated by parabolic 
reflectdrs^ The oil used in the lamps is either 
tiiat of the olive or rapeseed, purified by means 
of sulphuric acid and water. During our stay 
at Lausanne, th^e Were issued two public notices 
from the Comeil de Scb^^ &c. of the Canton de 
Vaud^^me respectfaig a disease then ragii^ 
among the ipaniniQ spcK^ies, which it was feared 
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might: pass into li3rdrppbob]|^ jand idlr4ii%ft iviriff 
ordered eithttp to \ie tied ap oriKiiad«d|(»ii«Hi(fi^ 
der, boweyer^ vfaich isieiamed ti> tt psid •o^ttfanw 
tion to on the part of Ea^Jdi), nat^migan^ta^ 
tempt apparently made to enforce it nitkraspisQt^ 
to them. ^6 other .Was ^oAoam^ m-vtaUtUe 
€pizooHquej pr^mbtit JKtoong hiH!8ei,fai}d tmMih 
gioua. Geii^e e3»i^iseir!ivi«i4nejbommeiided^ gtBeni 
provender, oatii, &Co;aiid) above, all, that dfcej) 
should he kept upait.fimailtraiige Korsfl^.HiHiHi 
sanne affords^ as has :be«Dt already oUsarved^jniaay 
fine and diversified cwalks; and, from some of 
these, during moonlight, ooeasionally eolipsed^ 
hy the laransit of a dense cloud, or partially vml^- 
ed hy a thin film of vapour, the lake of Ge^ievfi: 
presented many heautif ul and varied aspects, va^ , 
a perpetual change of silvery light and sh^de^ 
rich in interest alike to the poet and the painter*^^ 
There is a very romantic- and singular walk be- 
yond the castle gate ; the foot-path winding , 
among woods and under shrubs, or conduetingi'^ 
to the bed of the river. Here we met with seve-w 
ral young entomologists, with gauze-nets, col- ^ 
lecting insects. There are seats, &c., and it 
seemed as though the F^te Champetre was occa- 
sionally celebrated there. In the woods we ob- 
served the calceolaria. The archery grounds 
aremuch frequented, and it appears to be a favou- 
rite amusement, resorted to every afternoon. 
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raphernalbibakags^^a bedieljr.(^ (W^ilit^ilQi^ 
waillk^« Vim dU^^ teinirfa]cH*>fiir« pngmvBi. (thfa 
b^aringsHof/tiietpiSiU^pfl ]iioii»l^i]s|taaBHl<{flai!fMl 

^i^laiil, ' afid focdtdf osimelf^ inimerae^iil'tdlt the»> 

0tPpteUfpgmdifxke»\^ ibaidinHok t coirs ^ Vetefaed* 
aibottt^b; 4$il(k)^inuIer'aLi; 18 (k> <L/30,! iiors^i 
lU^i tid LiiSOi> itt> tlid BeEgbbourhood-we <^' 
8^<sd<Udtiki$ *lr«fsv^i(eiid' elm8,'oiie^f wUeh nk^sn^ 
slwed-tiiritity^flVe' feet? im ^iiteumferenae.- {Oh* 
oto'^wrtottl W>1l^^i^^j<)te*d by avfiypmb'yi?vrii^ 
cc^iyetdd m» W^btd <hita and ordhtaid^ and cff- 
fered^ttn flirWkii]^ bWri^ a^ we either ebose' to ^ 
eat'W^'l^i&irith^iis. It does not appear that 
a$t6ti^ik eVer employed in the preparation of \ 
tbfe 'Md^Wh^at for sowings to pl^veAt th© 
«*bIackfe^^Y*^' wo«r«^, as they daH it^^^-^^k* 
H7nJ^"heihg fbnnd quite efF(fe^tiTev and aertainly ' 
mOr^- Vatiohalf arsenic being pregnant with ' 
daiiger,''thoii^ freqiliently u6ed in sortie -psifiss of ' 
Eriglatid, e^|)ecidlly iA Norfolk. Poidons'ealiki!6t ^ 
be 6blaMM thete undet any prettoce whatever; 
eiTc^^y %ipr^ oHei' from the municipal* ^l(^ 
thoiitiei, 2^ iHost pmdtot and wise^ regulation/ 

c3 
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We noticed the Poppy, Jerusfdem artichokey and 
Indian com in cnltivation ; turnip sowing bad 
just commenced : a mixture of .wheat and rye is 
often sown, the prudence of which we more than 
doubt. It is a plan occasionally adopts in the 
south of France, and the ergot of rye, or spur- 
red rye (seigle ergot^), when accidentally mixed 
with wheaten flower, carries off entire fami- 
lies : the bread seems sprinkled with violet spots. 
Even in England this disease attacks rye; audit 
appears from specimens in my possession, from 
Worcestershire, to be a parasitic fungus of singu- 
lar form. In all probability, quicklime would 
prove successful as a preventive. Here and 
there may be observed Indian com and pulse 
grown between the rows of vines in vineyards, 
but this additional crop operates powerfully to its 
deterioration, as the slightest reflection would 
convince; and, accordingly, we find that M. B. 
Chappuis of Vevey has, in his Trait6 sur la Cul- 
ture de la Vigne (Geneva 1824, p. 29.), given 
a decided opinion on its hurtfrd and destructive 
tendency, though he adopted it for several years 
from mistaken views, he has now abandon- 
ed it altogether, from a conviction of its dete- 
rioration of the produce of the vine. The ra- 
pidity of growth in Indian com is remarkable : 
we have seen on the road to Ouchy a shoot of 
twelve to fourteen inches in a few days. Cat- 



tte 90^ fea^h Ibe MWss tctadi^, And iwigs '^f 
this iHtt^ MBl^ #hen biirht^ ihe ashes afibrd An 
^alkali* vmiiftld^ for wasMng and bleaching. 

^Tb^^^Wlttls^MM Steib«l*J!>ac^^ leaves Geneva 
it -8 ^b^ldck A, wf.v ^itod arrivals daily at Ouchy 
klxmt* 1 'b'felock,- teturnlhg^' Geneva soon after. 
Otk^Sftimxff'^A Th^day k makes the lYmr 
<5J^ iaS^^liefevfeig Geiievfe it 6 b'clock a. m., and 
aft^ ^ ^aVin^ Qirdtiiiinai%ftlM the lake, returns 
at'*8 o'^lofekfe^M. Wheii Ae weather is fine 
"the dicker ai'e 6fti^ Crowded, this being a very 
'inl^reistiiig and'favbtuite excursion, and costs 
bttiy 9'frkrfcfe.' IttB «^ Gtdllaume Tell" leaves 
Ouchj^'it T d'clock a. m. daily, and Geneva at 
"^'Wctbck p. M« on her return, so that the facili- 
ii^W1iiterc6tirse are well arranged and nmne- 
'totisi 'We repeatedly saw the packets come in ; 
ft>r," a^ 'in^y be imagined, our walks on the 
bi^lrgfai of the lake were frequent. 
" ' OU the teft bf Ouchy, and only about a mile 
ftcta Lausanne, a wolf was destroyed the win- 
tci^jirfec^diiig our visit, entitling the author of 
thi^ itdhi^eniisnt to the reward of 50 francs, the 
j^i^hiium offered by the Cantonal Government. 
Ont the ^tgin of the lake we observed a small 
llb^cies of light and compact sponge adhering 
id 'tti^ ^^bbtes, together with polypi, and a 
feW^youhg '6aks in the Lake, self planted, the 
acbriA havix^ sprouted and grown in the water.. 
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Pursuing our route in the direction of Geneva^. 
<m one occasion^ close to tiie vergeof the'lake^ 
we were much annoyed by locusts and li^ 
ards, but more especially by frogs, aimdst the Mea- 
dows and reedy swamps which fringed the lake^ 
Dr Clarke adverts to the musical serenade of 
the frogs in Holstein, and Prince Maximilian 
to the sound of a Brazilian species, as resemblinfif 

vessel; but here this protean variation of sound, 
had at times a striking resemblance to the dis- 
tant barking of a dog. At length we reached 
a Swiss dairy, and were delighted with its into* 
rior arrangements; cleanliness, neatness, and 
order prevailed throughout : here we perceived 
a large brass-pan suspended from a crane for 
heating the milk for making cheese : the churn 
was a flat drum-cylinder, suspended on an axis, 
and put in revolution by two handles or winches, 
one on each side, thus occupying two persons in 
the process of churning. While we remained, se- 
veral persons brought in milk ; the quantity was 
ascertained by a graduated dip-gauge, in a some- 
what shallow vessel, and duly registered on two 
tallies with initiak: one of these was given 
to the person who brought the milk, while the 
other was kept as a check-board. The milk 
thus received, was strained, by being passed 
through a vessel of a conical form, with a bou^ 
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rinfied wHb watQK.v Altog^er thf^AraraQgemi^t» 
and iMaageme9tsoC# Sl¥|i9« 4^ry ipjlght^be sa£^ 
ly adopts 1^. ap ftdp^s^lef ^()del,for.a BritM^ 

the oardeon ipjM5t ii^^re fre^ugflfljf . c^ltiv^ted 
diian ii^ England ; ^sa, jtl^Ci^ foqrzo^i^era, , ip beds, 
sown in spring,, wdt|ie, rq^t^are.Hi&dibl^ in win- 
ter. We observied f^ tl^e ^^tragonifl eixpansoy 
or New Zeal^d spinagie, as^an article of culture, 
Und it was much valued. Passionately attached 
to flowers, the interesting epUection of carna- 
tions possessed by Barraud (Jardinier), Rue 
de FEIlalle de St Laurent, did not escape me ; 
the number of varieties was about 400 : some 
of those in pots were truly superb. In this gar- 
den, the Magnolia grcmdiflora succeeds admi- 
rably. The pear-trees were well fruited, and 
were trained to stakes in a pyramidal form. 

Here the Chinese arbor-vit® is often cultivated 

* 

as, a hedge, a purpose to which I never before 
saw it applied. The white mulberries were 
large and luxuriant: thift naturally led to in- 
quiries why the cultivation of the silk-worm was 
n^lected in the Canton, and Barraud assigned 
the occasional rdbs as the reason, which some- 
times continue for four or five days without 
intermissiop, the mulberry leaves, thus wet, be- 
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ing improper food tor them ; but as it wotdd not 
be difficult to desiccate the leaves completely^ 
the objection vanishea The cultivation of the 
Phormium tenax has nowhere, at leaist so far as 
my inquiries have extended, been attempted, 
nor even that tt the Dipsaeus fuUomm. or teasel. 
The standard 6r tree rose is justly esteemed a 
favourite here, as everywhere else ; some of 
them were very tall ^ we observed the jasmine 
embracing their stems in some gardens. The 
pretty policy of M. Perdonnet, a Parisian 
banker, in the environs of Lausanne, merits 
particular notice. This delightful spot is called 
Man Rq)0S9 though " This is Twt your rest," 
might be inscribed on its gate-way: it is a com- 
plete thing of the kind; gardens, groves, grottoes, 
aviaries, temples, fountains, statues, and Chi- 
nese bridges, are beautifully dii^posed; there is 
of course s,froggery^ a la Frcmpns^ plentifully te- 
nanted. The collection of plants was very infe- 
rior, both in the conservatory and elsewhere : — I 
observed, however, a date-palm in fruit. The 
mansion was under extensive repair. 

A coarse sandstone is employed in building, 
and the blocks are separated in a quarry ad- 
joining the higher parts of the town, by the 
pick and wedge, raised by means of a vast wheel 
iand crane: the wheel is broad, and revolves 
by steps in its interior, worked by two men. 
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Somewhat aa in a reversed treadmill, and we* 
were much amused with its operations. 

On Tuesday, the 6th July, we left Lausanne, 
at It o'clock A. M. via Caleche, and arrived in 
about two hours at Vevey. The entire road, 
elevated about fifty feet above the level of the 
h^e, lay through vineyards flanking the inclined 
planes of the hills. It was the market-day, and 
all wa$ liveliness and bustle : many had arrived 
with Hmr merchandise in boats from a consider- 
able distance on' the lake. We observed a varie- 
ty of fruits; peaches, plums, gooseberries and 
currants, a small kind of pear not larger than 
Spanish nuts, and plenty of cherries, and amongst 
them good specimens of the bigarreau. The 
cheese was three and a-half batzen, and Indian 
com flour one and arhalf batzen per pound. Par 
ragrSles were observed in all the vineyards from 
jLausanne to Vevey, which is a pretty town, at 
the extremity of the valley traversed by the 
Vevayse, a small river, having its source at the 
foot of Molesson, and falling into the lake of 
Geneva near the town, which is ancient, and 
mentioned under the name of Vibiscum in the 
Itinerary of Antoninus. It suffered much from 
fire in 1687. Its staple trade and manufactures 
are tanning, watchmaking, clocks, vin de pays^ 
Gruyere cheese, &c. The principal church is St 
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Martin's. There isT'^ griaitd fotlntaitl, decorated 
in Egyptian taste; and weeping willows, as at 
Ouchy and Lausanne, may be seen te overtop 
several of die others. I observed a Kminimeire 
oirHbif^^dgeof'the laice, to register* kviAid aad 
Ml: IM ^pMin&MBAe <mthe torOers aiSMrds » fiiie 
yk^ Ludlow^ otie of the judges of Ghakles L)^ 
fled to Vevey, to the atscession of Gxarimb II.9 , 
and also BfttniGHTdK^ vriio read the sent^ioe of ^ 
death. Thei*e is a ealear^uir spring lit MontreuXy 
thrbtigh whidt we passed, which might be ttin^. 
ed to '^ioiod'^acoount in the obt^meut^^if oasta^ 
of coins, and medallions, as at thebatiiSfof 8bii>< 
Fllippd, neAr Acquapendenta ,> ; 

At Vev^y we engaged a char^bane,>for tUrty^ 
batzeh, to go to' the Castle of Ghilon, so iaikioair ' 
in Swids story. It is an ancient fortresis^ biiilt 
by one of the Dukes of Savoy, in 123Bj and ' 
founded on an insulated rock, detached fonga^* 
from' a mountain that frowns over it, and lieir^' 
deeply imbedded in the lake, which is stated here " 
to be 800 feet. It is situated between darens^.. 
aild Villeneuve, and opposite are the Alps ab6ve" 
Bouveret and St Gingoulph, and the bold heights ^ 
of Melliere. Within the castle is a range of ^ 
dungeons, excavated far below the level of the 
lake, where the early reformers, and, subse* 
quently, state prisoners, were confined. -^ 
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Have made :— and like a livine irrave, 
•'^ ^^^^SSTtSesurfkiUftheia^,^^ ' 
q*:n^vo •fte'Ait ^tiftfies.** " '*-i*^^^ -^ ^^v ' ' 

hiB Ai^ Aim d^Ne^eoo ^se siB^yet^a iasolaited, 

QibgiJBkitti'^^ibwr in ^f bireie lof j^^9% ia which tho 

tlM Ibotsl^ «ftBtaiftpg«rc3ptivf) perhaps Bon-. 
i^^0ya«i^«iay b^dm^cL Across one ef the vaults ^ 
namjtkWi^'i^^n^ dyed deep with age^ on which' 
o«K»mniiiidtres»informed us thercondenlned were 
fanitet]gr:!«ate<Mrted.' 

When the Bernese conquered the Canton de 
VfnIibltlieiOastle 6f Chilon and that of Yv^dun 
wwetljkt only fortresses that held out; and an 
oU'haiidttill is still shewn that^was used during 
thciTsiegiB in 1586» when the Bernese made war 
o» Charlj^ Emanu£L, Duke of Savoy. It af- 
terwiulds served as the residence of the bailiff of 
Vevey^ftill the year 1733, and is now used as a 
gunpowder magazine. By experiments made in 
the 'lake near this spot, Messrs Mallet and 
PiCTEt proved, that, while the surfiace-water of 
the lake was 66° Fahr., at 312 feet deep the 
thermometer sunk to 51° Fahr., a decrease of 
temperature amounting to 15° Fahr. 

Near this fortress, Rousseau has fixed the ca- 
tastrophe of his Heloise. At some distance, 
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Chilon) TcdUi its whited walls, as it wer6 at anchw 
in the lake» ha£i a very picturesque appearance. 
Between the embouchure, or mouth of the 
jRhone, and Villeneuve, at a little distance from 
the latter, i^ a very curious islet, crowned with 
three po{dai*s wd a small building. 



.« A little isle.- 



A small green iile— 4t seemed no more. 
Scarce broader than my, dui^on floor ; 
And in it there were three tall trees, 
And o'er it blew the mountam breeze." 

The castle receives its chief interest from the 
magic poetry of Lord Byron, and the misfor- 
tunes of BoNNivAtiD, the captive inmate of its 
dungeons for six years. We were conducted 
over a drawbridge to its gate, where a sentinel 
introduced us within its precincts, and consign- 
ed us to the guidance of a female, who had 
charge of the keys of the dungeon : its pillars 
and its walls pres^ited a very gloomy aspect, 
saddened by its historic associations. Numerous 
initials, interspersed with doggrel rhyme, wer0 
scratched here and there — ^memorials of visitoiB 
anxious to leave some memento, or to be immor- 
talized even in the dungeons of the fortress of 
Chilon. 

FRAN901S was the son of Louis Bonnivarj^, 
Lord of Lume, bom in 1496. At the age of six- 
teen years, his imele bequeathed to him the rieh 
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priory of St A^etor, tlie bnildi]^ of wHoh &bui^ 
ted on the walls of Geneva. Embracing • warndy 
the cause of this in&mt republic against the en- 
croachments of the Doke of Satoy, he incurred 
his bitter resentment. In ISIQ, when the Duke 
entered Geneva, Bonnivarb fled, intending to 
go to Fribourg, th^a in alliance with Geneva, 
but was seized on the road by the emissaries of 
the Duke, and carried o£F to the Castle of Grol6e, 
where he was imprisoned for two years. On 
his liberation, he returned to the Priory of St 
Victor, and, in 1528, sustained a skirmish against 
those who had possession of his ecclesiastical 
revenues, the city having supplied him with 
arms and ammunition. In return for this act of 
his protectors, he sold them his birthright, and 
the Genevese applied the revenues of the Priory 
of St Victor to the support of the city hospital. 
This transaction was made under a promise from 
them of the first vacancy in the chapter of the 
Cathedral of St Peter; and in consequence of 
this expectancy, Boxnivard seems to have lent 
himself to the ignoble office of secret services in 
the cause of the republic. In 1530, when crossing 
the Jorat, on some such espionage, he was attack- 
ed by brigands, between Moudon and Lausanne, 
and after a stout resistance became their captive. 
He was then delivered up to his mortal enemy 
the Duke of Savoy, who had him conveyed to 
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his Castle 'Of tOyioi^ VIu«rl Itif reicKiuk^'ilB/'^ 
years, the latter four . heitig passied in the dun- 
geon akea^mentioned^,-— ^B{d[ abode for wretched 
ginlt^ but'stiHiiilitnre'^inal foi^ siiidh a maxi as 
BoiTNivARiXj-^itirtiggling for freedom, jm^'^ffie 
emanoipatldn h( his' countiy from thralddih. 
Whether BbKWiVA^ft i^ ever bhained i6 otie of 
the pillars of his 'prkon-hoiile does net seetii 
certain^ liheugh sisserted ^ ttikel; any siich ap- 
p€^!idag6^^otid certainly be superfluous,^ except 
so far as heiitg a s^juga renib^mbrkucer of l&is 
vassalage^to his iron master^ 111 such a saie^y- 
den as^the' heart of a solid rock, chains and fettiii^s 
might well be spafred, and its trap-doors and i{s 
strong bolts seemed additional security, eiibi^ti 
even for a Uob's den. When the Bernese, uA- 
der the command of N^bgelin, t6ok Ciitloii,^6n 
the 99th March 1536, BojNNlVAitb and tlu*e^ 
6eiiev«$se'deputie8 were restored to liberty. Our 
hero returned to Geneva, where the rights of a 
citizen^of the republic were conferred upon him. 
and the grant of a house, t(^ether with an annual 
pelision of '200 crowns. The republic, liotirever, 
refused to pafy his debts^ and Bonnivard, finer 
qua^rellitig with the Oe^eveise, went to B<^rn^ 
where^he^ reclaimed the priory of St ; Victor, hw 
patrimony^ which they had, however, dembfiisn- 
ed in 1534, for the safety of the cdtyi. Afi^r a 
tedious litigation, the business was arranged !ii 
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Februpry 1538, on immediate payment of j800 
crowns, and the jijcojfii^. of ^n annual ^peqtsioii 
of 140 crowns during life. W^vfiad BoN^f** 
VARD imprisoned in Id^ft^M/^jQ^eiquenpe of re* 
fusing due homage to a,i]^agi«^te,. H^ ma?* 
ried^^a relation of Cornj:, pnetpf tbprSyndie% 
but this ^d not^ cqntiibiite toJhis d^pp^stic peace 
and happinesis. In . 1 55 h he prese^ti4 1 idl his 
books to the republic of p^<ey^ : J^Hi^e ^f ^ them 
are very rare^ and ff^i^rji ^ Jbasis qf ^he^ puUiq 
libfa^ of the . city;^^ ^^i? ppmpase^ a History of 
Geneva, and other lYPrks, wluiph* rhAWey^r,^the ' 
repf^blic never seejOEi^ tf^ h^ye considei:ed itself 
birapd to print pr publish, an4^ the^ mai^useriptB. 
rfE^main m .^^o^ quOf in tlie^fchives of the lu 
brary. , }Ie died.in 1671, at the^c^fiof seventy* 
five yearp;*. On the whple^ thQ^gh(the biogra^* 
pber. qf BoN^iVA^Doan scarcely deny, him the 
nierit of patpc^m, stUl hon^y and cimdout 
must ac|mit that he .was a restless and turbulent 
man, ^ He might have been happy conld he have 
jbeen contei^ted with his patrimony,: ^mple e^en 
to m^gpoificei^ce; but he seemed. bom for';tho 
storm or the whirlwind, an^ most at bis eaii^ 
amid 'the tumult and clamour of the popul^^scu 
of .which he aspired to be the oracle and the idol* 
lM(anv of his misfo^tun^ apj)^eai*.|;o haye b(»ra.Qf 

r^ ^ B^InioMiUay '^^LeConservateur Suisse de Lausanne, 
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his own creation, and while the heart bleeds for 
his fiuflferings, it must believe him in some mea^ 
sure the victim of 2kfeh de se. 

The Canton de Vaud includes the greater part 
of the lake of Geneva. 0£f the rocks at Mdle- 
rie opposite Galon, the depth is 949 feet* In 
summer, th^ lake rises five or six feet above its 
average winter level, occasioned, it is said, from 
the increase of the waters of the Rhone, from 
the melting of the glaciers. It is difficult to 
• believe, however, that this extraordinary acces* 
sion in depth over a surface of 202,020 feet in 
length, by 4^000 feet in breadth, or, say twenty*- 
•six square leagues of surface, is the entire off- 
spring of such a cause,-— periodic electricity will 
be found, in all probability, the chief and effec- 
tive agent in this extraordinary convulsion, — ^a 
conclusion rendered more probable from the 
consideration, that sometimes the waters of liie 
lake experience a curious oscillation, — rising 
three or four feet above their usual level, and 
being as suddenly and as far depressed; and 
this singular alternation is often continued for 
hours together. In August 1816, the phenome- 
non was particularly remarkable. It is well 
known, that, during the great earthquake at 
Lisbon, the wat^ns of St Winnifred's Well ceased 
to flow, and many of the fountains and lakes of 
Britain were violently; troubled and convulsed* 
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The iste Dr Mut^r, one of the minist^si of the 
Church of Scotland, informed lAe, tibat, on that 
eventfdl morning, he was walking arm in arm 
with a Mend on the edge of Lochlomond. The 
lake was tranquil, not a hre^i^ tdffled its calm 
and settled surfaeie, and all ard^d was still, — 
siiridenly, however^ tbe^waterd rbs^ftdly eight feet 
sifove their level, without any" previous indica-* 
tion, and as suddenly fell hack into their com- 
mon channel, and had nearly swept them into 
its vortex. The lake is also subject to occasional 
storms and tempesti^-'-sometimeB sudden, and 
at otiber times long Continued, — and the stornn^ 
petrel is occasionally killed on its surface. Far 
from freeing in winter, it is often seen to^ smoke^ 
the waters, from their depA, sustaming a higher 
temperature than the superincumbent atmo- 
sphere. It is absurd to suppose, as some have 
dmle, that tfie Rhone traverses the lake without 
mingling its waters with those it passes through. 
To support such an assumption would riequire 
that the impetus of the waters of the Rhone, at 
their entrance, should be more than equivalent 
to the rtnstance of those of the lake, through an 
extent of thirty-^ight leagues in longitude. 

The lynx sometimes appears among the Al-^ 
pine regions of the Canton de Vaud, and makes 
considerable havoc among the flocks. In the 
h^er AlpS) ike tipine ot white hare is^hunt^ 
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^^ItttJ^Al and ll^ fieliis ibf«ii«Mffliai^ tht 

iSfed a}K)«t tf^%'tffahk^^i^ H iii6fi«#flr eaA 
df the fitt«y 6f :foiV&^ «ciKr tHI^ iifitf«eB bt" «fe 
river, which meanders tlir^ti|llil:- ^e MttH^ 

Th^^^c«M1)dk^Hrid|y^ fir^flk^l^' jbe ftft 
"Ijf the itc^i^d i&er fMc^ Mii0>p^% fMfaM 
iti the Ihtif T9:A^^sM^ 
qnefm fCd^it ib^) i^ Y^Tv^^^^xiJfai^ «M^ t&i 
lilifrtiiei^er fe ' e^rttem^ rtfe/ 1^ 
^e hovers over tU^ 'indui&^iig i)f thtf 1^^ 
iiMe variety of thi^ cucltfli(fyiii(^ 
ha^ been seen liear Af <n:ges, tM ik^ dd^fhttit 
Ifas been killed not far ll^^ir^f; 'K#i## 
Montreux the green lisard k^sdbirte itfl toXfe 
iength of one foot, and in th^ ftfiNtt tdf €ia«||[ 
Mie eomtnon snake haa beeh'ftiii(Atlniifli&loi||t 
jjit' Baume, whereriniimense nitrikl^a tff - ^f ^ e i tfa ift 
found, thl^re is a t^qt^eri^ f^f}thr«is^uM(iteAj(& 
of them, destined for mediccU service, and a tl K^M 
a restorative Srar Ae invalid. . IkB.Memtis^eii* 
giosa, or as the French call it i> iV»0^/>ieii,< fCi» 
easionally presents itself in the attitude of suppli- 
cation. In the Canton de Vaud the white mul- 
berry has been planted for rearing silk worms, 
but no attempt of the kind has bee^ supported 
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vrilE imy spirity save only tha^at Cafieonay by an 
incBvidtuil of the name of Gauxis. The success, 
however^ which has for many years crowned 
hia enterprim^ is a practical .evidence that siu^ 
would certainly succeed in; otiier hands tmder 
proper loanagement *• 

. r At Montreux the rosemary fringes the edge of 
the lorrml;, and suj^ is the n^^e of the berba- 
tittpi of this Caiit«n» that a £qw hours walk trans- 
|MNEta yon from the vine, the peach tree and 
the Abnond, to tbe Salix hethaceoy that miniature 
fff trees, and the Genii(ma nivalis : such are 
Aip^ wonderful extremes in iUpine countries. 
^rii# rqots of GenUan being submitted to distil^ 
jh^ic^ are much used in medicine, and immense 
4|ii9aititiies are sent into Germany and other 
.|purt% from the Canton de Vaud* Here the fig- 
t9aa<rfiken sheds her figs twice a-year, and the 
ywph and almond mingle in the vineyards with 
4iitiiu«. SugarUu-mufacturedfromthemaple 
in the. valley of Etivaz, with profitable returns^ 
jNltatoeSj hemp^ flax, &c. are a good deal culti- 

• %m ttij^ Observations on the Cultivation of ^e Silk- 
Ifrsna.** evob 182S. O. B. Wfaittaker, Lcmdon. 
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CHAPTER III. 



* I 



SECOND Visit TO CHAMOUKfl-^FALL OF CHEDE — 
^ PASSAGE BV the col DE BAL^E TO THE VAL- 
LAIS. 

Having returned to Geneva, we took the dili- 
gence f(k Sallenche the following mourning, iand 
paid ibr the inside places 8 francs each; the 
fares are regulated by the post-office. On our 
way to Bonneville, we observed that the hemp 
'had been plucked up, and after having been 
«teeped, was spread out in the fields to dry. The 
scythe is here used to substitute the sickle in 
reaping the com. Hops aire cultivated, but not 
to any extent, and the vines seem miserably 
managed. There were from twenty to thirty 
crosses, emblems of Catholicism, planted on an 
eminence to the left, about twenty-five feet high^ 
and being plated with tinned iron, gleamed in the 
sun-beam. In this valley many a mountain is 
defaced : the debris which has Mien down, has 
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formed inclined planes usurped by v^etation, 
and is a kind of geological chronometer or talus, 
a circumstance which De Luc has not overlook- 
ed. The houses at Bonneville, and all the challets 
we passed on the route^ were wooden structures, 
but not so neat or clean in appearance as we 
had seen them in other districts. 

One of our compagmms de voyagtj was M. T. of 
Cdigny ; and the conversation naturally enough 
tamed on the then recent Edict of the Court of 
-Turin, which positively forbids instruction, whe- 
ther^ reading or writing, under a heavy penalty, 
wdess 'the candidate fortunately possesses piio- 
p«rty to the^uMount of 1500 francs. He farther 
informed me, as a fact with which he was person- 
ally aequainted, that a medical gentleman at 
Chambery had received fifty volumes from Paris 
connected with his profession, and they were 
flcised by the^ police and actually consumed in the 
public market place, by a kind of ^' OMto dafe.^* 
Ko newspapers, p^iodicals, or books of any 
kind are suffered to ■. enter this portion of the 
precdncts of the long of Sardinia's dominions, 
and tibe poor creatures are forbidden to read 
aa^ but what are printed at Chambery, which 
are under the surveillance and censorship of mi- 
serable monks. The BiUe stands pre-eminent 
in their vehement persecution, and the Walden- 
ses are eternal monuments oi their malignant 

d2 
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fpi^ty and Ijitt^i^ hat^ ; auoh.,.i8,J^e,i^)8(Opl|iff^r 
^teii8|)ijitflf popery.^. ,...| .,:. _,,:,.., ..i^y,,- 

These ftre ^, eloriot|8 br^uiifphs ^d trpplf^es, 
On supersitilioD T — and thy fruits m the fiine- 
teenth century, matured in a country whose 
Prince juisumes the titli; " most christIjAN." 
Finding that our companion was a protestt^t 
minister, the theology and theological contro- 
versies at Geneva became the topic of discus- 
Bion. WhUe he eulogized the present professor 
of theology in that city, M. Chenevie're, l^e 
admitted tliat too much warmth and uncliristian 
temper were displayed by him ; and certainly any 
candid mind, on perusing his " Precis des JJe 
bats Th ologi|u g (G ne a 18^4.) must adm t 
that 1 e stands tuUy coram tted In that docu 
inei t he endeavours to ri hcule wl at many emi 
n nt divines coi sider tl l cardii al do trmes of 
C 1 rtstiamtj a id tl ougb not opeulj yet by iipr- 
pl cat on lea^e us to nfer that A ^ Be it mepts 
Bt least and those he promulgates from tl e chair, 
are|Of an Anan or Socinian f«iidency Ii^ead, 
a&erw)ar4B, he seepu afraid of havu^ gone too 
iar an^ m a poetecnpt, endeavours to give a 
^frenad slop to some of ^us terms, somewhat 
wplofl;^0 O^ Gompupon a^nutted M. Ma 
ll^ v^ un^wvleously tre^fed, and whe^ ores- 
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si^'ijfl^e' qiiktioii rf that fomi&tiaii'roeKof 
Christianity, the Divinity off 'biir SAvibuiii 'he 



-^— the Done of contention he termea merely 
question des mots. - 
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ane rocks in uiis romantic and beautiiul val- 
ley nave in'eir sides rictly esconceii and clothe 
with the larch. an<^ cembra pme, pluming here 
ana t&ere in linear pefgnbecttve stair-iike buttres- 
ses among thb Alps. In several places. we oo- 
served gourds rearpp in the open nelds ; along 
ihe valley, ialnci ou tlie lef^ is a tolerably fine cas- 
cade,— litis waiers fall from a considerable elieva- 
fion, ana on t^eir way to the river, supply a 
null,— a very frequent occurrence in alpine pic- 
tures. Ne^' this spot is the " lieu d'iftcio,*^ whe^e 
ai|ers6iiW^^ Th^ 

reviirtiieration is uncommonly fine, and repeateid 
five tunes. Herie may be observed terrible debris. 
Itocks being launched from their eagle towers, 
and dashed into the valley, and being broken m 
their terrible fall, form torrents of angular stones 
'wmcti the waterfall scatters over the plain. 
Hie varied disposition of light and shade, and 
iheir' incessant change at every angle, would 
ebimn the painter, by its living draperies and 
diversifi^ effects. Here we frequently per- 
e^ved clumps of the gean or wild cherry, the 
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crab and mTd pliiith, isad eifibletns i^ the un'col^ 
tivated waste of Hnxtd in iJie ^bj^ts of the Kkig^ 
of Sardinik, who; under h£l^{$iet*^iii^ioelb^ might 
rise in the sd^e of liitcSld^^nd <fvSt themselves 
like men ;— biit'tvhat, ^a^ ! bsm be ex^t^ un- 
der the dominion of monks^ tWbe "b^ggtoly 
elements of meft ?* Alhiri^Jndepbsiiedfrdmthe 
overflowing Art'6, refitideffe'tHe ^il'lti the lower 
meadow-ground fruitftitj bitll} th^'wdtiBr rising to 
a similar level with tliifctitt'ttie'b^d of the' river, 
imparl, a swampy ch^ct.. =io s5nH> lo.amie«. 
The road iftom BoAnevflle 16 the PbUt St Mai'tin 
is particuWly piiitiiresqAe and iPomantic, and 
gives no cause for the' eyH to ihe or tvailder un- 
satisfied around. He!^e and tnea^ id the rooky 
walls are observed natm^ nicbes tHat might' en- 
shrine an image, and streamlett of water i^tfJng 
through rents or orifices in the lEidjoining rocks, 
that give a sing^ar character to the scene. 

We rested for the night at the Hotel de Mont 
Blanc : tbe evening w^^ cloudless, and the moon 
rose in all her loveliness oVer the s^ows of M6nt 
Blanc — PATRIARCH kotJK OF EUR6ra. We walked 
to the centre of the bridge tbrowiri over the Arve, 
that wie might have a more distinct view of the 
sublime and beautiful spe^tacfle. At breal^ftst 
on the following day, we were not a little amused 
with a dandy, who somehow had got fiu* out 
of his road, and wandered, notknoi;dng'whith6i: 
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he went. . The cockney possessed all th^ inane 
foUy of that listjbsa trib^ Emui had taken pos* 
sewon o£ hisi. entiire rxmi% if indeed the term b^ 
not a misnomer. He be^^^Ued, bis miserable lot 
<— rhe 9cemed to have. Iqst 1;hc>„Jog-book of his 
reckoning) and to be, i()^, a- perfect maze. He 
thought ho had.oert^^y lost ;(en years of his 
{valuable J lifei by suph an:adyent\ire^ and, doubts 
less, could he haY£| procure^^ Fortunatus's wish- 
ing capb he. would immediately have transport- 
ed himself to Bond St]:eet He saw nothing in 
^' Mount Blank," and wonder<^d what others could 
see there to make such a fuss about. " Were 
Mount Blank," was his sagacious remark, ^' in 
the neighbourhood of London, t'would be mac^ 
adamized in less than a fortnight." 

We left the inn to pursue our route to Cha- 
mouni. On the left, we revisited the fall of 
Chede, and while we contemplated the fine cas- 
cade before us, a beautiful rainbow, ^^ child of 
vapour and the sun," threw its glowing arch 
oyer the chasm into which the waters were pre- 
cipitated. Opposite to Chede, beyond the Arye» 
are situated the Baths of St Gervais : in the 
year 1T51, the environs were overwhelmed by 
the fall of a mountain. While on this spot, we 
encountered a young Frenchman, a pedestrian, 
who was occupied in taking a sketch of the scene. 
The descending spray was considerably refra^t^ 
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ed our^ j?r^x .^??>&MiSiM#-/°f.».>iiwfi*i.*fe5«Sf feP 
wood,_ w^i^ ;W w^fe «feA4> .»m M?#|8tfl4>by 

i9g pf, the.yeptUe spe<3fiftuP*f»Bl^'^>ftCT*iSfiMl(ir 
fes scindpsus yjqnjtWng <i,m|WDg.,tl(e|Sai|i^,^4[«ni- 
ceivfdno,«n,»9ya»cejt,.unie^ U)^|^j(l^ ])9{jltr 

tjipaninfal a^eined, s«f|sil)l^,tj»jaf, «? § ^^A«|(SiD- 
^ers on thesjB devious iwitbfi,ywji4,F#wHM'4fWr 
tu-eipents. pn thfileft, b\i]»l)Jiigjfr«^f;$hft||o^ 
C'^« >^y the. rock, ,>^p p^eepd ;jjj«,rf)|8lyv,W^^(^ 
the .£<«; de 5re»e«, st^tioBj^pf^^tej^^i^^oMT 
*f?,8 ,^l¥)ve J and, on thfi rjghJ^jjij^^y^iijirJH^ 

^^>9^<^1?»^ Hvatter, sp,^fo,^^ri«^i^i^g^^ 
and twigs, &c. over which it trickled. From this 
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>disr*«i Mmda^ tl^ 6f mni^ Mhc Mii'^e 
ty#lffiytttlk*^i^ dfi^'CJl^iM^^ ^£H^biifb ' across "tije 

-«M«9 iy^* bYfe^^^'fltti'l^Ml^'^&r^seii, 

'#te^ ffiii»D^'i»$^ d^iri^i^'imd'a^ defiles lif 
'^iM^^bte' "^^ dt^/t^Iied flroiii ihb' main 

n|r««i)%f'yiijAm ehk&i thetr 

4^pefi«^Ifl4'^i»e^it'Wb!cU rbse Idfore 

^rf OftJ^^ lAtftfti ri^ci^ 'dill- deligfited ear wl^ 

yMtt!%[i)6S^Wl«in£''fiu^ mUi^ic^ eclib^ 

•ftoiii tf^lAi^^hl^'^f^^ tiorn; composed 

^««aihi^ Wood^ hm^ togther, 

ir^i^Cl6o]iili-f tMii'iSK^M mstrunient ^ 
d^ fd'foui'' fe^ long*, the niouth-pieee aliout 
fi^'^li^ drcWfertoee; and tlie opening at 
tih«^ftu!€Ket^ i^ittridmity eight to ten mebe^. Hiis 
tigab^ki'W^ 6mp%«id by one of the shepherds 
Mvil^*iMf|d\U rolled; together his wanderi^ 
Hoek^^Md'islcuntnon f^iein from the inountaihsl 
The'tiRbM^'^ first lond land full, vibrated irom 
iWikto^lNiieK, tttitil its tbhes were so softened ius 
to ht' h^M^ k)lAyk6 jA distant inimnur; tliat gra^ 
diUffly "A^' &W^y Upon' thb astonished biit j^ 



"oauced 

. ♦.■ '♦■■■ 
pieces 

ith five 



xms' .■*^.»i -i ^*il^ 



1 -^ t 



sa 



'.it- . 



nglb^ted ear, t*hbu^b, bHi^iakt dgh^'G^ im^ mi 
noiewere'^rfeti ta^^^ ' * 

8ad rmn' ' and ' dfiordi^t*^ ftotd -the ki'ddnkiit 
Weaclies made/ lipotf it by tHe li^ii^cftjBiiii to 
rent. Besides 'flie' riiiii* of 'ni^ny Wktens, t!ifi6re 
Wai no 80und ti^VMikUtlMii^'ot^^^^^ 
hopper. Tld'e trees Wliiefc *here skti^'the Idtrer 
fiaiilcis of the Alps, are thie fatdEel, alder, coinnion 
and weeping t)U'eh^, kad tti<e larcb^ ht^f^aunis 
only to primiiiVe fock^^i'llitit these were overtop- 
ped by the Pinus cembra^ wedd^ to these Addes 
of the Old Continent^ We^ revisited the stttall 
eollection of objects of Natur^ History coti- 
nected with various districts of Switzerland^' at 
Scrvoz, and then withdriew to the inn, where we 
had a most luxurious alpine repast, cbtiidiisting of 
excellent Grmyere and Schabzieg^r checjse, the 
former remarkable for its hbney-comb or ceHu- 
lar structure, and the latter receiving its mot- 
tled appearance from tiie expressed ftower, or 
bruised seeds, of the MdUotns officinalis, and 
somewhat resembling sage cheese: the breads too^ 
was remarkably good ; superadd to these, though 
last not least, abundance of fine Alpine straw- 
berries and cream of the ridiest kind, and as 
good champaigne as we ever tasted, ohly charged 
one and a-half franc the bottle. We rose from 
table well satisfied and pleaded. Our hostess was 
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good iiatur^9 and seaned anxious to do her best^ 
the whole being seasoned with a little attic salt, 
Thiis quit^ conten^d;, ^^ ^^^ off for'Chamouni, 
and eiicoui^tiered, at t}i^ hainlet opposite the 
Glacier d^ Boie^ons. pur old captain, Charlet» 
wlt9 was xeturning.from th0 fields with his scythe. 
I im^iediately engaged hin^ as our chef-guide, to 
pass -the GqI de Balme pn Friday morning, hav- 
ing arranged to reioain the foUowing day at 
the Prieurey or village of Cliainouni, to afford 
time. for our interesting companions who had 
joined us at Geneva to visit the M er de Glace. 
T^iere are- two very excellent hotels at Chi- 

mouni. The Hotel de Tlfnion, wliere we stop- 

• • • . • 

ped, ^nd the Hotel de Londres : at the latter 
may be seen a very fine specimen of the Great 
St. Bernard dogs, which are very rare; and in all 
my excursions, this, and one I saw at the vil* 
lage of the Simplon, in 1818, were the only ones I 
iever saw beyond the Hospice. At half past 5 
o'clock we sat down at the Table d'Hote ; forty- 
three were English, to which number our party 
contributed five. Our host certainly did not seem 
to be wanting either in the quantity or variety of 
the dishes : among the chief peculiarities before us 
were the flesh of the chamois stewed, and peas of 
. the " crooked sugar" kind in their pods. The 
variety consisted of five dishes, five times re- 
peated, along the extent of table in diamond 
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f^itt, .dieses agwii wer^^fire times renewed, {oTtar' 
OBptso-Hadiy'dktdiiot ooairgeS) including the de^ 
B&etd > r ; Hbe • ahiti^itdkers^ made < ^chiefly of Jsoi^ 
1f^M»dp iiporei oh the^printdple of . the tlmmi-'Sama, 
otte^ an inetriHikent 6f- torture*: ^The vin ordi- 
nimtiiwei&ic& fliMperiorkiiid, ^uidsthea/lenw^a^ 

eK^ellenltt«J<^ '^nr- lii.^ij i; ;^, , ,. ..■',.;, /I . .^ ,... 

The chief cropB(^ff€)iii:eidb itf the yalkyrare^ oats, 
Qai, kiA^polfltock >0n^ glancing i^ver the aJbuln, 
iti ffrouM «||^Mr ^^thai iChailneum was^ « b«>t ' jrareljr 
^sn8hedfiaateriol^ to ^the^^eai^' l<815k ,; W«t!were 
ffiuc&iddighlleH with the rietunn^of tk^ oattleiin 
tids^Byeniiig'fimtt ^y^ip lEKmntaon ^pastiirra 
}itul>aibetl,<»ndlhct ^^ tinUiilgs/^^ «tifiloiently>Bonck 
#€118$} ^tiiinstefred Hieis part to 4he magi^ scenes of 
lAl{nne rarfeQ life^mflir which ^q were surroundied. 
The lEiou^ids were peaceful and even m<ilodiou% 
aiid possesied all die charms of association. 
'WhOe i^ur f riendi on the following miming 
fioaied ^the'MoiitaiiYert^ I wandered alyiut the 
village^ and paid a ^dsit to the churchy Hese I 
perceived one kneeling in the attitude of devo- 
ition,- Celling hiid r< beads, and was quite amused 
^vn^ hiS'g]»ei^ful salatation as I passjed him ;> so 
truly- Msohfoiibd is - this system! -of bead nume- 
^sitibuf land Jirithmetkal display of credos- and 
are nuurias^ >• In this «ida»ordinary 'meoha- 
lodsm of the religion> of Caiholic de^oteie% anuUi- 
pl^ng wheels wodld be a convenient adjunct,. 
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and these migfat be mored by olock-wedk ; >aiiN»' 
]y theiiurentor at any rate "wooldbaifined^fiqim 
i^io^atOiT^lfptixiishiiient. ^ThelittfkcellbctiQasJDf 
j^utanA history in^t^vpHlagB^ere dqlyeHfamiiMnA; 
-bftt'tfae only purchases i made 'ir-ere tfti^Hwi^ 
meia\c( tos^A. chtq^hibok^ and'ajfeie cnt^&agamaA 
of rock-crystal^ set in a gold ring, bodii i^^/te 
:be>froiii tli«it(^ of MoiitBlane^t >■; . ': ''> ^ il 
. EaHy in thoday we^went to A^Strnj^a^t^A^ 
frwi^and'collectedi-a fei^ plants ky*|J||ie ^praysidB. 
At the fehalletii t>f th& Village de JSdur wvdisGGrrep- 
ed some iaidicftlicais of goiture. The inhabitantB 
ke&ta to vest :€ieoiure9 ^ notwithstanding the i probti- 
ble advance of the glacier^ whioh^ ki aU'likeli- 
^hood, win soon nsurp the place where the vil- 
lage now< stands. In one of the 4^halletfi we had 
a draught of excellent milk 9 order and cleanli- 
ness seent to reign in the departments pf the 
jcuisine and dairy. The bed of the Arve was 
scantily supplied with water, though in wintw 
Ithe river overflows its b»ik% so that the water 
from Ae mountain torrents in winter much ex^ 
ceeds that of the melting of the snows and 
ice of the glaciers in summer. We crossed over 
temporary bridges of planks and flag-stones ; and 
at \e0gib9 by clambering over large boiJders 
scattered in the bed of the river, foimd ourselves 
on a rock close to the tremendous^ mountain of 
ioefrom which the Arve takes its rise^. Tbfi 
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vault, however^ had fallea in some time before, 
and had annihilated the temple of the icy god* 
Under ime of the enormous masses of iee which 
had separated 'from' the main ghicier, the air was 
at one p. M. 27ft July, M® Fahrt, and the water 
as it issued' was 40°. The aquamarine tints in 
recent rents wene^ extremely beautiful. Among 
the plants collected at this spot were the Tamch 
rix germaniefif ^niobium rosmarinifolium, Em- 
petmm nigrum^ Trifelium aaxoHle ; and while in 
contact with the ice^ I> plucked branches of the 
Rhododendron /ermginewn m full Jhwer^ also 
Erica vulgarU^ the white variety in Uoom^ to«- 
gether with Voecinium Vitis idoea, loaded with 
its ripe cranberries* On a block of ice here, I 
first tried my eiq^riments in reference to the 
hint received from the stones which I observed 
had sunk deep into the Mer de Glace, under the 
influence of the sun-beam. A piece of granite 
was placed on the (Surface of the mass of ice re- 
ferred to, and over it I poured water and sulphu- 
ric acid alternately. By the^intense heat thus im- 
mediately produced, the stone sunk with uncom- 
mon rapidity ; a curious fact which might have 
been turned to admirable account in the destruc- 
tion of the Olacier of Getroz, which devastated 
so very extensively the Valley de Bagnes and 
the Town of Martigny in 1818. A few gallolis of 
sulphuric aoid judiciously directed on the glacier. 
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Ti^trald ' siMm have opened an avenue and channel 
for the escape of the waters, long ere the pro* 
found hike could have been formed, which final- 
ly burst its barrier with a power which nothing 
but the " everlasting mount^s'^ could with- 
stand. The temperature of the water on the 
Mer de Glace this dleiy Was 34P. Lime-water 
exposed to the air soon became clouded by a 
superficial film of carbonate of lim^ On our 
return to the village the air was 65% and the 
water of the Arve indicated 37% a decrease of 3° 
of temperature, compared with that at the Source 
d^Averorij contrary to what we might reason- 
ably have expected. 

On Friday morning, we and our friends left 
Chamouni at half-past 5 o'-clock, a. m. to cross 
the Col de Bialme with five mules, and a char-a- 
foanc, to Argeniiere, about two leagues distant. 
Our guides were Charlet " dit le Doyen," and 
Balmat, ** dit le Mont Blanc f* we also had 
with iis a lad to take back the char-^banc to 
Chamouni ; it cost eight francs, and each mule 
six francs, each way ; the period of return being 
always charged. We winded on our mules up a 
steep ascent ; on the left the river was struggling 
and toiling among many boulders in the bed of 
the torrent, and the waters were dingy from 
the dissolved ice and snow. At the gate of 
Agentiere, the passports for our mtdes were de- 



^li^lWg^e?^ ij^rn^ right ^stood Out.tn^iiiubt 

i|l»T.l^r^^^oii^d m li«tfS^^ Ui^ floraif ffuidi of 

HffiSi; Cia«^;Ki^.:l^^ Oen<lia«a .mmpe$tri8i^\Oil 

cameoj Saodfraga androsacea^ Teucrium rrumikm 
num^ Carex airata^ Aster alpirms, &c. On great 
elevations^ iwopec^Iianties cbara^ter^Q.ih^ ve- 
getation. The comparatively prevalent livery of 
tl^rAc^w^T Vt^it^m^ the colour lAtmicNr^ inletiM 
thfp,ii|« 11m pibiilf i^^(|ia my. own personal obseitf 

v^tlw9»a9(r<Ei^e]^<'9«^ti:i0»» ai^d under i many 
ijfeli(i^/l^i^<ii^^ 9fidMtiiiUio%^I<£Beb 

p^rpun^r t^^ttiop indigenoufi; dii^bHitiiifi jo0 
col^yvPT' i|b >tM, bl^^ec^na of 'V^Qta^ioa'k vdHx^ 
%p[i4^ l3!^})Qi}|id^by pe0iili3T.g£K]£rap^ue^ili|4 
lyii^ wh^^iQ)latitude or i^ltit^de.^ llitts^^taw 
tiq and ^utartiq .reg^pn^, th^ piexiaknt coloul^iivfll} 
\(^.t^U^yimii^^fiirg^,of^^^ m the twiopemlQi 



89- 

« 

iriuthi'toirid isotie, ^fML' ThusAi' on iA^'^hiAr 
souri, blue is the colour wlHR^i*tii<iit[^^f^^e^id)ltfy 
i^t^fUleffkmtXBrukia^ kad BMtt^a^d^oeUnAcHit 

hyimMUB-^reokkt esi^evittiettti^ tto^ Varia^CNrifif <)f 
habit :&r«:ti< he* aiN»ibedio the dfanihidh^ct Bf^ 
i]tasph\»rlcrfii«^ii6ure in Mty regiMKL - , ; 
' ^Thk .viefT vfrom the cnjAuaiit 6f fh« Col d^ 
Bakne ^id ' truly- magfiiiioent, * and comprkes the 
\^«y <tf Clhamofisni^ its'chaHetB5 its fordstSy' and 
its mitaltaiiM^ where Mont Blane, &r ahbve the 
ralt^•^\^ 

^ With meteor banker to the winds unfurled, 
!£i66k8 rrbm his throne of clouds o*itt lialf the world ;** 

flBd"ihe Co) des <OeanB, with myriads of 'denies 
ei-jwiowi Tochy aiguilles, and fielda of k^ the 
1^041(9 and the nte Nair, which is the u«ual \route 
flnini the- valley of Gtemoani to ^he Va&ak; 
Bat lilfi*' destitute of the superb proiipt^et and 
iidigiiificent I'ange of vision we' ^njoyed^ which, 
tlibile^piirdiased with eonsidehible fertigriei wttte 
wdliworthy of all, and we felt^oUrselte^ieunply 
lUfNudi) Fr^m this point at« al^'-'^flble'the 
ftaitigfaoieri^ of AfyentiefiB tOid' Tmir : and all 
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around, the rockik an4 mountaui« were sprink^ 
led with challet^, flocks and herds. Here are 
perceived several <^ the great passages over the 
Alps ; Mont Cenis and the St Gothard ; and be^ 
fore us lay the Vallais, with the river Rhone and 
the Great Rc^ad^^ whieh, like, an arrow in rep^^se, 
points to the -Simplon, and to Italy, ^^ where 
even the veiy weeds are beautiful"— ^to the 
" Eternal City," and the Garden of the World, 

I '* II bel paese 



Ch' Apennin parte, e I'mar circonda, e I'Alpe." 

On this summit is a decayed cross, and a 
stone of demarcation between Savoy and the 
Vallais. Near, here were fragments of the bones 
of some animals, which had fallen victims to the 
lammergeyer, or the wolf, the lynx, or the bear. 

The person^ history of the venerable Bal- 
MAT " dit le Mont Blanc," one of our guides, 
as detailed' by Charlet, may not be deemed 
an uninteresting episode. Our hero had been 
FIFTEEN TIMES ou the summlt of Mont Blanc, 
all but three of which he ascended dlone^ and is 
in all human probability the first individual who 
ever attempted it, many years before Saussurs. 
He is now between seventy and eighty years of 
age, and has been prepossessed from childhood 
with the idea, that amongst the mountains he 
should find a treasure, and even yet he is 'tuir 
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wilHng to refinqtiiefa the seftrcb. Balm at is a 
man of peculiar habitfis- and very reseired ^po- 
sition. He seldom informed any one, not even 
his wife, that he was intending to leave the val- 
ley; bat would take a badket of provisions, a 
latit^m,^ a great cloak, or more properly an old 
bkuiket, and his climbing pole^ atld,^ thus singu- 
larly equipped, would set offfor several days, and 
not return until, like the femished and prowling 
wolf, he was forced down by hunger. He used 
generally to find bits of rook-crystal, and other 
mineral fragments, which he would sell for a 
few francs; and, as long as this money lasted, it 
wds in vain to urge him to do any thing. He 
would flit ruminating over the fire, or walk 
abo^t the door in a thoughtful mood, till, like 
the sloth, again compelled by want, he would 
sally forth in quest of new adventures. His age 
and infirmities, however, now press upon him ; 
he is not able to endure much fatigue,- and must 
res^ to others these mountain treasures-r-the 
et- dorado of his mind. Ever unsettied, he re- 
frised to join the guides ; but they oompassion- 
litely now allow him to take his turn in any 
short excursion not involving much fatigue, and 
permit him also to receive benefit from their 
t^hib fund. 

On our descent from the summit of the Col 
de<Balme, we stopped for a short time at a «hep^ 
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m^ t^^fiaitttti'^^yi^^^d tlbi C6tiqu^6t8' of €it!A^- 
^-BMMii^i ^ v99Mi ^*i*fed* the ^ IfBrarif V ; 'iI66^ a 

^ntity ^of ^ i«fl*i ^^>TH7Vi^lik&^^Btti^ cr^M &t' tiiis 

for their own use. The bread wa« very indiffe- 
rent. Our subsequent descent was at times ex-^ 
tremely rapid) almost headlong, and, by a devious 
path, through a forest of pines, and over a rude 
log-bridge thrown across the mountain torrent. 
We at length gained a challet, with a room re- 
cently constructed for strangers. From the simi- 
mit of the Col de Balme to this place we were 
pedestrians, as Balmat, who had been a little 
in ^vance of us, drove the mul^s hurriedly down 
the precipitous ascent, and had arrived here long 
before us. The wine was scarcely entitled to 
the name of tolerable vinegar, being the most 
wretched specimen of the vin du pays we had 
ever tasted. 

We made the rest of the journey to Martigny 
on mules, ascending and descending by turns, and 
winding round many a mountain, and over many 
a chasm. I observed walnut and chesnut-trees ; 
in the green plains were numerous withered and 
blighted trunks, that had been shattered by the 
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mip^torm or the teiopafiti or blasted by.tbe 
Ijghtnijig, , or perha^pB d^bark^ by the dabaote 
ru^l^i^ from tihe , iQjpuntajn. . Here aj^d th«re 
were) pumerous and eii<^:^»pi|8 i^qeUcfrhurlfidfrom 
tl^^ir ^pine repose to s)ie^p,j^ tib^^^pls^u; while 
ot|ie|^ ' \i^ere shi;\^ered , i^Uf i^actjpi^ i% .their ^ fiUjL 
A^^jhalf-past five^Q'cJfw)«vP,.M- f\7i^. ^rrji^fd, tired 
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CHAPTER IV, 






MARTIGNY— rTHE CATAJSTROPHi: OF.1818— rTHB 
GREAT $T BERNARD, AND HOSPICE. 

jyiARTiGNY is a town of no importance, except 
so far as it may be said to be the connecting 
link between four of the principal roads in Swit- 
zerland ; for here meet the roads from the Val- 
lais, the Great St Bernard, the Canton de Vau4» 
and Geneva. It likewise makes a convenient 
halting place for travellers, and for the com- 
merce and trafEic of two of the main passes of 
the Alps into Italy ; the Great St Bernard and 
the Simplon. The town is more memorable for 
its misfortunes than any thing else it can boast 
of. On the left, coming from the Col de Balme, 
is seen a rock, crowned with the ruins of the old 
Castle of Batia, formerly the key, or the outlet 
of the Rhone from the valley, which is flanked 
here by the Dent de Morcle and Dent du Midi* 
In 1595, Martigny, with 140 persons, was 
destroyed by a debacle of the Dranse ; and, in 



95 



the archived of the St Bernard, is a manuscript, 
on- vellum, which records that this unfortunate 
town was desolated on 7th August 1469, and 
all the bridges carried away, from the source of 
the river to the bridge of St Maurice, by a de- 
luge of waters from Mont Joux and the lofty 
summits of Mont Durand: and that similar 
catastrophes have occurred, at various epochs, 
long before, is evident; for, im opening ditches 
in the plain, five or six distinct beds may be 
(M>unted, quite apart from each other, formed 
by successive alluvia ; and at a depth of fifteen 
feet, rubbish has been found buriied uiider round-* 
ed sand. 

Near to Mont Pleureur, toward the bottom of 
the valley, is Mont Getroz. A narrow and deep 
channel separates these two mountains, and in 
this defHe rests the Glabier of Getroz, formmg 
part of the chain of glaciers extending from the 
Great St Bernard to the Simplon, and separating 
Switiserland from Italy. The superior branch 
of the river Dranse springs from the Glaciers of 
Val Soret, St Bernard, and Val Ferret; and 
the lower branch takes its rise from the Lake of 
CSiampriond, near the Glacier of Chermontanne. 
This river flows through the nigged Valley de 
Bagnes, anastomosing with the Rhone at some 
short distance from Martigny. In May 1818, 
an avalanche from the glacier of Getroz fell 
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from its station into the bed of the Dranse, and 
intercepted the current of the river. At lengthy 
from the aoenmnlation of the water beyond, a 
lake was formed 10,000 foet long, 400 feet broad, 
and SOO feet in depth; the entire contents of 
the lake being ^00 inillionB of cubic feet. From 
10th May to 18th Junij fifty persons were em-^ 
ployed, under the engineer Venetz, in excava-^ 
tii^ a tunnel under the avalanche, which had 
the effect of reducing the mass of water from 
800 millions to 530 millions cubic feet in three 
days. However, on Tuesday Idth June, at half* 
past four o'clock p. m. the pressure of the water 
forced the tremendous barrier of ice ; (he torrent 
arrived at Bagnes, a distance of six leagues, at 
ten minutes past five — at Martigny, four leagues, 
at six*— at St Maurice, three leagues, at six iU- 
nutes past seven — and at the estuary of the 
Rhone, lake of Geneva, five leagues, at eleven 
o'clock ; having travelled fifty-four miliis in nix 
hours and a-half. Thus was one of the finest 
valleys of the Alps (Valley de Bilgnes) sudden- 
ly converted into a waste for an extent of m 
leagues. At Martigny, fouivfifths of the harve^ 
were utterly lost. Here the torrent parted inib 
three columns ; the central one rolled its rtdnods 
tide through the town ; the one to the left passed 
by the foot of the Batia ; and the one to the right 
swept the foot of the mountains opposite the side 
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%^ thft valley. The dikes of nuuooryy for an 
otent of 10,000 toisefl) were OTertumed ; half of 
Uie orohards destroy ed» some large trees weretom 
up by the roots, while othel^ were deoortioalied. 
The number of bodies fouudt and buried was 
ihirty^fonr. About eight ji( hfiuses in the town 
and suburbs «f Martiguy were carried away : 
tlie staUes vai out^houses of the inn called the 
^* Cygne" were obliterated : altogether the num- 
ber of houses destroyed were 359* The loss was 
irreparable^but the estimate exceeded one million 
and arhalf ftancs. 

I arrived at Martigny, on my way to Italy, 
on the morning of the 2l8t, only five days after 
this terrible catastrophe, and should have been 
tliere on that disastrous night, but for my pro- 
vidsntial detention at Geneva, on account of my 
pasqport, which M. Hentch, to whom I had an 
uitrodqetion, had forwarded for me to Berne, 
for the ngnature of the Austrian Ambassador, 
U bttng uecisssary for my entrance into tlie 
Lombairdo- Venetian kingdom. I walked from 
Geneva to Martigny, having forwarded my lug- 
gage to Milan : all the roads were destroyed, and 
I had to UHuk for half^irmUe^ where the Rhone 
had inundated the road, from having overflow- 
ed its banks. At Martigny, I found all the 
fountains destroyed, and the approach to the 
fragpnent of the town that remained was marked 



byili^inDstpStid>leM;ened^de86lalio]i'; what had 

j^^blite di ' ddcfty kad * dotbed wilh m^ytSads of 
^iTk^l/olirersV )r oblsc^ved name tfeesdecc^tidirted 
to the height of ten feet, so that the water must 

' ^^'tti^^ '^tl^oi^ Mdrtigny iii that < d6pth. 
At ^thfeiedWier df a>toiiti' I ettcountertd a numer- 
able cre^ who, the image of 'mental 'wreek, 

SshobkCl^ h4d,' ^ cady (MiBigfr^<tf life;^ One 
'fiSde of ^h^'inn^where I'Mst^d h«d been carried 
jiWtiy^ tod i t6bk Inf breidcfiMt 'exposed, iind as 

' 'it Mtetti stib die. The following d^eeriptive and 

' ehipliktit; dfppeais, I observe ^ost^d 'tip at the 

I 

- ' ^^ Aines seiitdble% imagefr de b Bivinit^ bien- 
Msatote, jisttez nn regard' -prospice'^sttr '^eette 
phSne devaiBt^e par les (^nx du Lao: di& Oetroz, 
' sb : ptedpitant, comme im/coloftse,' depnia^le 
^iitktxtiiet' de la Valine die Bagne% jusqi:^ ausc lives 
d^ Rhone,' ' et roctlant avec ses fldts* )a m^rt et 
la destruction^ la pins eifroyabte, le l§i Jnin 4 
6 hetUres du soir. 

" Contemplare indum et misiere saccnrrere vidtor." 
16. Junii, annu UDCcciYtn, ' 

^' Ex Glacie Getroz novlter l^cus erupit ilig^ns 
Saxa^ domos, pontesque rotans in plana Veragii, 
i^urit pauper, viduaque parentibus orbe 
Flent ; Irus luget, qui modo Crcesus erat.*' 
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tbini^rti^ ,vjl(^w, opposite Jier«,5|/iu % ,.$|i^b1^c 

. fif^en 4<^M.j,fyf Qiur-asoent 0£itb<$:gre(it,8t Ber« 
umid. uWe bad.« |)iuArt4-lwnG «s. fiur as liddes^ 
^ougiiiiDiN^tadidyJ^; /might have gsoiie» aA we af* 

. terwacds foand, t^* Botirg St^ Pierre^ .without 
much difficulty: the rest of the day's journey 
was performed on mules ; one was despatched 
•before us lo the Hospiee with provender for the 
-rest, fwhioh were^fom: in number. There were a 

. .good^many fimeehesnut and wafaiuJt 4a;ees in the 

'..^aing^s On the opposite side in the yalley the 
:erop6 werfe cut. down, and the hay collected: 

• on the lower parts of the mountain tha harvest 
searcety appeared ripe, and still higher. the com 
was quite green ; all was sown at the same 
time, so that it afforded a striking example of 
the diversity of clime with regard to elevation. 
Numerous challets appeared, amid verdant and 
smiling pastures, skreened by woods from the 
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i-r .i:m.;ji.;<)M-) i.T-y-^ , iiiu. .-Un.i ■>!*! in.-., t.j, 
i^PH^tiS^fi br;eeze;atk0.if> theUt^owB we percci^ 
ed autumnal crocus scattered in rich profosion. 
We dined at Liddee, where our party was join- 
ed by several others of our countrymen, and atr 
rived at Bourg St Pierre at half-past three p. m^ ^ 
^nd, aftei" tra^^ersing a devious path, destroyed 
hy the waters of the torrent, we came to a ^md 
of charnel-house on the right— a Golgotha, or rp- 
peptacle for the dead. Farther on is a place of 
jiccasional rest for the marroitiers, and the dogs 
of the mountain, when in search of Apand^ere. 
Provisions, we were told, are occasionally left 
hpre, wheie haply they may be found. We 
passed on our route about lOO milch-cows, oe- 
Jongmg to the convent, and had hut a short way 
tg traverse an inclined plane of irozen snow, pr 
^ce, before we arrived at aa angular rock, the 
spot chosen by the celebrated painter David for 
his picture of Napoleon Bonaparte crossing 
the Great St Bernai'd. A sliort distance more 
brought us to the Hospice, where we arrivedjat 
half-past six o'clock, when the thermometer 
^a,tood at 63° Fahr. 

. , Tl\p Great St Bernard is situated on the con- 
|£uies of tiie Vallais and Piedmont, in that part 
of the mountain-chain called tlie Pennine Al|^ 
The scene for several miles before we scaled the 
Hospice \va8 forlorn and ruinous ; here Zoolo- 
gy seems to have witlidrawn herself for ever ; 
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and even the hardy apd i^i^d cryptogamia of 
Bbtainr searceiy Si^eii> stklK ahroad. l^e' sh^sft- 
terea iragments of rocK, or their miiie^^ogical 
eieiiients oF quartz, lelspar ana mica, s^^mto 




wages incessant war witlr geometrical aiigies 
and straignt lines, py its nropensity to Inoiud 
them ^to (Sirvmn^r forms. We leave th^ val- 
ley, wftere"^ " the ng tree blosson^^ aiia ihe frtfit 
18 m the vine, to visit a oibenan regioti, <5Ver- 
fihaooF^ed^y the glacier and ravaged by tor- 
'k^ '^id 'feifc' ; Ua^^ii atm&t< troiJli^ 
sun, tohravfst the ngour of the climate of Green- 
land or opitzber^en. i 

' Terrible, m many places, are the profouM 
coasnus and caverns whi^h the Dranse has made, 
where it^ imp^tuoi^ty and power have i^ecert^ed 



an accelerated *»k»^ild^ lallof^aii aS^^- 



Here rocks^ are ^cooped out from their de6p fotm- 
dation dormitories, arid forcied to risilntb day t)y 
the resistless power of the waters, and thtis^r^^ 
yeal^ltteir^ form and. dimensions,, "^liDseqiient 
ionrents ctikel out the lied of the 'riveri and 
Uie VIS dtefgo launcties them into tfie ValleV) 
v^nere tneir tiCvi^tfiian Ibutks' repose^ IJhe Win- 
der "of the pliilpsopher : the enaeavoiii' 't6 ii- 



102 



coW for which hs^fakod il^ ik> intCn jr g^l}]^ 
cal^'speculatidhk' ' Hiil h%h 'ilirf'loft^^ 
ment of ifnith is not t6 oe i'^Jed bj^ the sjp^ciiltir 
tiphs of 'dibiti^i' or 'fcTbsi^t pftffldfedpliers, 'btit by 
£acts which ai*^ ' gleife^d frd A^ tMfe jAieticJiiena 
displayed it' ^li^MiilV^i^/^*' 
be found ti)%ifchW We'' ^lirfce ihfe 

boulderis, ' ttoujgliHhe 6|)inioft ' & ihe 'i^ re^ 
verse of that usually adopted. While the^ bring 
them from fegter 'efevktidn^, / dig thfeili Up. 
Trutli coinjpets ike ib r6^rd^the 6j)ihionfe 6f Vow 
BucHj'De jLiJc/arid others,"jls egregiottt trffli^^ 
raihef'^han to abandon cotivictiotis which have 
been Jfbrced upon nie by the palpable evidence 
of my senses : nor can I fe^ei' forget the eJta- 
mination of the bed of the Dratise after thi6 me- 
morabte mundation of June 1818, and the vast 
boulders that then appeared to be rooted up, 
and pushed a,longthe channel of the river, and 
jfinally landed in the plain. The repose of 
boulders on the Salieve, &c.iis, in all probability, 
an antediluvian pihenomenon, and mktiy a val- 
ley that had no prior existence must have^ been 
gtodved out by the circumfusion of the diluvial 
waters and their submarine currents i Imd to be 
convinced that such posi^ess a mighty povrer, 
we need only remind our readers df those X^ast 
r(>cks called " travellers,** whieh th^ see^ rakes 



aj^.storpp;^. an4 txan^pprts tptb^ y^rge of tlie 
IBfli ^oc)i {Doubtless nmtf Yalle):8 jiaye, since 
that time» he^ formed by.the incessaot action 
ef.irivers an^ tonr^nts having their mpmentum 
riesiadfisfiu firoia the &U of an avalanche* , I w:eil 
1^9{>w,K disturb ^t^ blis^fiil^ reveres of the ^loi 
gigt, andhe wi^l crj; out .^^th^ere is tfeaspnMiij 
the camp;'' but the £or(;e of* truth requires iHne^ 
statement, i ;. 

Mont Velan,,the residence of shows, is th^ 
most elevated of the group of Qiountains form|' 
ing the Great St Bernard^ and is lO^Sdl feet 
above the levels of the seau The two glaciers*^ 
which hang as it were on the neck of this moun-y 
tsiHf are those of Glerets and VassorS ; part of 
the supply of the Dranse comes from the for- 
mer, while the torrent of Vassor6 springs from 
the glacier which bears its title. In this won-r 
derfrd solitude, surroimded by continual snows 
and never melting glaciers, stands the Hospice, 
the abode of the Angel of Providence, having as 
it were the keys of life, and stationed at the base 
of the '^ mountain of death" {Mont-Mort, at the 
foot of the Barasson, behhid the Hospice), with 
a commission of safety, shelter and rescue; where 
even (he inferior creation lend their willing ser- 
vices in the cause of philanthropy. It is here that 
we forget for a time the difference between Pro^ 
testant and Catholic — merging into one tide and 



confluence of active ben^volenop.^ l^f^^f^^f^, 
meauixa.immeoihereiicis unKnowit, for UQm)^ 
no place in the Missale romanutn of the Gr^ 
Si Bernard ; and the Protestant for a time ^, 



lappiTy into shade. " Todi) guoO a^ 
tff' pohimunicate,"' IS the motto wliidi b)apjM| 
tht esc ut el icon tliat crests the mcumtaiii of^^ 
Bernard ; and these worthy Aiigusline^; sccnj to 
have kindled the fire of their bene\'>lence al 
that heai'enly light, which once slioiic o^er tin- 
plains of Bethlehem, and proclaimed " Gpoy 

WILL TO niEN." ■ b . 

The Hospice or Monastery known under U»a 
name of Mont-Joux, is commonly called Great 
St Bernard, Bernard, uncle of Charlemagne, 
in IVLiy 755, marched upwaids of 30,000 men 
into Italy by this route,- — hence Mont-Joux ^- 
qnired the name. In 179S, some Swiss apd 
Sardinian battalions retreated by this passage 
from Savoy to Aosta, and the famous march cff 
Napoleon BotlApARTE, from 15th to 29th May 
1800, has ^Veii the'tnoiintain' (i new eelebnty, 
lether the Carthaginian Cieneral Hannibal 
sed by thii nSiitif'fir Uie'ifWe'Sfjff^nia^'ia^ 



Whether 1 

passed b, 

a disputed poiirt, the'ftoliil^on of whicn seems a 



f whictt se " 

question of very id^dn^iiierahle^moW^t. 

The Hospice, conetrncted oFstonei u a veryj 
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' KmKllieTOf^niuinaDiteor sopt in uie old world^ 
iSPH SwrroSzOKaDy a arcumvallaUon of o^ed^ 

™» iftaeStowR', liir,whp_paw,tBe,mountaML., 



drtnrar aeao a mured and crosiered , Drior, vtho , 
18 ciMweD by tuemselve^ as the^iKWi^Qss Iree^p)^, 
<tf election^ and tKiough confirmedby ^lie l^oj^,, 
and recognised by the Canton, thcjiv-hple is|^n- 
depeiumit of the Bishop of the yajwis, .The, 
cnamer is composed of thhty member ^,^i^tj <4- 
wfiom remain at t)ic Hospice on the ^'^.^^rPR'^ 
two at tluit of the Simploii, two afc ^ngi^fd ^, 
n^ilniig annual collections through S,wltz^rlan^,. 
and the others are employed in )ui[yiIyii^,Uie.'' 
«gb^ "Benefices of the Vallais, whic^ ^plppg,,to,| 
the jcpiivent, after having worn out .the vigour/ 
ormannood and prime of life in tltxiac^ye nfsfPi 
vices m the Hospice. Thjs coQVfQti wa« awwi 
ricbt.aiid uk^sc^ in yqrious, f;auiitrn>^^,i^li^^,, 
eiglily t^iwficCT h _'t vijas ,plundei^^,, lfi^if;(;yfl|', , 
ot all tbe, DOsse88ioi)8.,i)i:riecVp^.in^,ttwi.4^ 
minions tf tlie,K4i}gi pfSaidiiiip ifl,. 476p»-,and 
is "aow reduced to some scattered domains in tbs 
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Vallais and the Ca^tbti 'de Vttud,-^nifeaiiB 1»o 
limited fof the ^^ensi^ dielttiimdsl on' %6 b^iidVo- 

On fem^egliubiiiy ittid-s^i^^yi^'thd'^M^^ 
niers, or alsd^tant'dbttdBsti^ and tiii^ iiitf^r^ting 
dogs, ti^t^se th^ tnonlit&M^ M ie^mh Mif ^be 
benighted or tempest lost wanderer, and t& dig^ 
cover those irho hate uddsed their Hirftytaiong 
the snoT^ or are^ bilried bevieath' thetn :Bnd are 
often accompahied by Wo^of ike Augustine 
monks. 8000 16 9000 andnaB^r p»^ ibi^ monn* 
tain, all of whom i^op for refresfann^iit -ftt' the 
Hospice, and genei*aU7 retnsdn for die wi^t; 
they make up sixty b^, independ^it of those 
for the poor. On a stormy night m 1962, 560 
individuals collected, requiring the -immediate 
supply of four oxen, twenty sheep, and'e^ht 
quintals of bread. In 1818, it was computed 
that the number of meals given amounted to 
31,078, and the annual expenditure of the Hos- 
pice may be reckoned, on an average, at 50,000 
francs, or L. 2083 : 6 : 8. A hundred miloh cows 
belong to the Hospice, and feed in the mountains 
below. The produce of the dairy is converted 
into cheese and butter, and what is not required 
for then* own consumption is sold. All their pro- 
visions and fuel must be brought by mules, from 
a distance of from four to six leagues, and they 
are obliged to keep up a store sufficient for three 



yaai% ««f«tlif)yb^ve,sey/e;^ times hj^en for tl^k 
p^cipd cut (^ &aia.^LpQnnectipn with the plain, 
from the severity of ,the weather in these el^ 
y«te(ir9gion9^ieYf|a jai^^ugust Jth/s theriQometer 
j»ie&mr}»iUf^ f]^flfiZ}^g,,.j^,ifn^cl^r days may 
h» presume th0 gre§t(9fjtjftuiR|))er.;^iqy j^ar ever 

^^ JSolifiir^fij^jrtjtlieJ^^ n^^,;the.]^o8]jii(;e, which 

« liibtle -im^liei tli^ :«k;9lj^^^^^ <4rcuji^ o^ee stood 
•aftemp}]^ d«4icat«d.ti^P«^ipj9, Jp<y9,.,i^ow called 

HketuPJa^ idQ f^pit^»iv >The7 ^junct Penninie, 
•.#hi^ ftboii Applies t^ this po^tioJ^of the Alpine 

tdHPOK, is dftiriv^d ftomtbe Celtic word Penw, 
;A^ pointhOT^suBoUQit Med^ons, &c. are found 
'ndai'.'tbiEiS spot. . 
*ir JThtti {evening being fine, I epo^ployed myself 

inrelambepiiig among the rocks,^ examining the 
Make, .and t walking in the direction of Italy. 
• «J\tmfU(ig. tJie rocks, n^^ the Hospice, I found 

- th^ Gentaurea montana^ blue-bell, and the scar^ 
■Jet '.Variety of the. LeontodoH taraxacum^ the 

MyasoHf^ and fine specimens of Sedum. The 
r. temperature of water descending from the moun- 

- tain was 48% and that of the lake was 53^ On its 
^ surface I perceived a. small brown beetle float- 
ing, and in the water toward the edge a gorditis^ 
and. some caddis worms moving about in their 
cylindrical sheath (LibeUula variafj. On a 
mass of ice on the mountains, I repeated my 



and the ice was perforata. ;nd^ gi'eat laf^di- 
SytA 'fe *ft^;,i;ecpp^t„:,*w,ijtlie dea^ bodies 

fcy woiiaen pegs. On tlie top of the Barasa^i^ 
yiikh overlooks the Hospice, we perceived a 
croKs. Tiir Pierre poti is now very difficujlt 
to ohtain, but the superioi- of the convent had 
iKe Icindness to present me with a very 6^^ 
^ecimen : its reflection and smooth polish ^e 
Veiy gi-eat, entirely of a different charact«( 
Irom tliat called in Dei-byshiro Slackenstein^ ttpd 
seems to hai'e been produced by a shift and. cop-* 
^xxi^e ff^setn^t,in an already indurated a^t^, 
f '^tacned a fine' Attgment of gneiss immcdia^ter 
ly rtehind'thelloBpice, and on which it is foyi^^~ 
M} in it the, mica predominated. During cui 
visit, worluuen ^wero engaged in raising the 
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xmtuii'bifil£ng an additifMial'story^, arid the gr^ddir 
ei^tpiM. ^9ftAVaiii^f^^^ "■ '' •'" "' ^'"• 

tMtafd^cttlf^ JbUMal^^ d)«S\v«^ %e ' the iMi^iil 
iAer^'J>im^^smUSmk ai^' W^" atid' regisi 
Ufe(t^liiStf a«''<!b^r^ '4d''tii'/^ deblock W m.1 
%cd Aejr itttc^dMHhd.t^hil'l&S^^^em^^ siioiitd 
l)te» ^'^^^t&'^iaihreaki^^ to cqi;- 

ri«t><>**''^tt8ft6'iltt46ds^'of' observation in 
ihe^^'^st^hM^ ite^'^'^iit'PariL Sy ii^^ 
Jottrtel,'^ft^a;pp£sdSfed; that' at ttv^o o^clock p. m.^ 
on' ^<** di^ vfrfe'M tHfe ttodpice (SOth Jiily 
Wk5)^ tbe'batrdmeter indicated a pressure 'of 
2L06 Ihcll^: Th)e thermometer within the walls 
Wa«-''H**''R., (br 57° R), and Saussure's hair 
hyg]foiii^!et< st(M>d at 85^ On the 5th and 18th 
of tHii^ modthy the roistered temperature was 
12.5 It {bt 58^ K) I found that the lowest fall 
of th^ bdrometer ever observed was 20 inches, 
and 'the minimum of the thermometer 20"^ F. 
below'zero. The preceding winter had been ex- 
cessively severe, and the thermometer had fallen 
18° F. below zero, or 50° below the freezing'- 
paiftt. At eight o'clock p. m., by my observa- 
tions, the barometer stood at 21*08 inches. 
Saussure's hygrometer was 86°; interior ther- 
mometer was 13° 5 R. (57° F.), and that on the 
wall without 9° R., (or 53° F.), being the warmest 
day they had experienced during the season* 
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The lake, it has beeti mentioned, was ebm- 
pletely tliawed^^^a phenomenon that had not 
b^n remembered for many j^sars. 

-, At half past B o^lodcp. M., we feat down to 
dinner, in all itwwity: five, ei^teen of whom were 
English: ]Mb*i?M;Wa$ tfte imljrfemale, tfa^ remain- 
der were thre^ Fi;e2)chnieh,tivoB6mes^, and <;wo 
monks, one of whom' was our excellent'and intel-^ 
ligent sitperiorv who did th« horiours of the table. 
Our dinner, though a" day of grac^,'^ wsts co* 
pious and good;, notwithstanding the absence of 
(mimcti food — ^a tenn, however, <whieh must ex- 
cept ^A, with which we were duly supfdied. 
Soup-meagre^ fried potatoes, stewed apples, pastry, 
&e, were followed by excellent cheese and prunei^ 
and fine peaches, the first ripe ones we had seen: 
The red wine was good, and the whole repastciersed 
with a round of famous nmscadelL 

V In the room was a pianoforte, and in one ef the 
bed-»rooms I observed a violm. No. 9. waj^iliat 
ajjk^tted to us, and was the best in tlie Hospice, sei- 
cured througih the courtesy of one of the party, 
we joined at Liddes, and who had arrived on the 
iQountain before us. Some of th^ party could not 
speak so highly of their night's repose; ond having 
been almost drowned in bed by the rain^ which 
had. fallen through the ceiling from the rd^ess 
state of the building, and dl %ii3 clothes T^fe 
soaked so completely, that in the morning he 
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could not put them on. The only omaoaeikts dii 
the walls ofour roomwere two prints of Heraci^i^ 
Tus and Democritus ; w© felt it inlesuseljr c<ild^ 
though it had dpuhle wiiidoti^ for the tempera- 
ture a&^Martigny vrsm^ 7S^ ^ todtthe UheFmomotei' 
during the night fell to ^%Khei!^^a/difFeFenee 
of 2B^ We. had ; indeed a fin^' ^add- were plenti- 
fully supplied with' billets of wdod; hut the ex-- 
treme r^ty of the air Ooi^aeioned a sad defec- 
tion of cctbric^ and our candles burnt so dim- 
ly front the same, cause,, as to afibrd lis a light 
little exceeding that of a taper. At half-past 
O^p. Mby when we retired^ my thermometer with- 
out was 51?9 and I found that boiling water ex- 
hibited a temperature of only 186% though 
Saussure estates that water boiled on Mont 
Blan^^at 187" Falir.. This accounts for the im- 
practicability of boiling food at the Hospice un- 
der common circumstances. The only remedy 
would be the substitution of Papin's digester, 
in which an increased pressinre is obtained. 
During the night turmeric paper exposed to the 
wet was tinged red : Lime water and nitrate 
of silver produced no immediate effect on the rain 
water ; we were annoyed with slight fever, and 
excessive thirst. 

The following morning at day-break, we were 
aroused by the swell of the organ : — ^it wals the 

anniversary of the dedication of the temple, — and 

2 
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ceremonies, where once stood a headKiiKltMii]^ > 

wpA tbr£adddnBttHilm«>fi|^>^tiiallil^ 
ateniBplUlwd aoril (tUilaHDiriblUnfacadMi^^ 
nkwmtlMiitf^eig J^^ ^ 

MmmUiiR^teli Qodi>jTlfEbeiw^^t9^toift*3 

st^tai^ iaith|Mba|Bvii hdiJrd|pefi;^/diey«#«tai<A*i 
dsB'ireirjr »to8''.df Heaveait »thft i^Mtiksi ^Ikmff^ 
e^^teAeraoelnioBttdel^iitAffly ;r'liid«^iill^tlib^^ 

fe^ cafftied^iiKiaway Kfroiseiq^^ A^diil^^' 

aniiJrieMl AiafeiiftheiiwebEaaft oii^^i«4l^ ^\*^^ 
yoiii^^tiqvidMbftiB shipFwreoked.' i>^nieJi;i^MteMbte ' 
pijor -liadiarriyi^ 4iie dHjrbefere Aotei* MtfMig^P 
though lahmri^^ iwderv^xinimferaldi^ iidSl^>o§i-r^ > 
ti<i|»^to4rfitiia]fsed<qiBte retuvd d«s^ st^?^ 

he»^i!Rti; hofvvanBiv ipretiBaritrtlie0e^;^imdi'}#4 
lookiagtiandiyeiienble^rid inan^iv In 4bii^etey^'^ 
cha^ jji:a.ftie jaaiUe mcmiiiiiienf) ^€^^^W^^ 
th^it»(MM>ry.af^ei»Dal IKisMfXj^iJiriioVellik<^tl^^ > 
bai^tile cUMmmgb uijim veiii't0d(Milr^((«^qsdiia^' 
todq^^ur pontribHtion^ >wUA Ib^l^^e"^^^ - 



us 

requeKted, are certiunly doe by thoee who viratthe 
Hospice irmn motiveB of corionty, or lor piea- 
^tae. During Uie preceding evening sad night, 
about 100 ^gTJiiiB htuLandvod »t the ronveirt 
from Italy and tlie VaJlaid panAai lady Jxom the 
Valhiis had CMue that ntorDib^fiuviiig travelied- 
a|l u)g:h<t, tniteliJi«r b^adB;,heQrstay^d fnot^gt- 

ceeiim hvUT.yi -.;..->.■.->. •7-'w ..,■<; 

iM^ttheconeltKicm^f the Bo^einraty, 1 Wraf^ped 
tnyBulfn^m my ^iio^k, and BKiHed out in a very 
cagte^^t#imobdi>toimlkon the road toward 
tlwltaJiigAlBidaoJ^'The moiiiitaiii waa shrouded 
in a.detW'EtUnd^srfaichshifti.'dand flitted before 
nH,ir^aw.' iWvelopiDg tlie Hospioe, and then, 
wotindiup>mce-a«(]roil, again discovering the 
inttre^ting scene. - On my return I was met by 
one of tho dogs who wagged his tail, and fawned 
upoii me, and, with a ivelcome bark, was my : 
aBfintimrieriotiieDonveat. DoubtlesR tbettaric 
wa* to iWnuunce the arrival of another pilgtim^ , 
Tlicse intwresting creaturoB are quite ]>ecu]iai', . 
of a laarge size, and fawn colour, with white 
spots ; one, howeyer, was entir^y white: tJt«y 
seldom bark, and aevpr bite strangers. There 
now remain two old dogs and one female ; 
the tatter h a very fine and healthy animal : 
one of the former was ill : there were, besides, 
three puppies of about eighteen months old, very 
l'v.Wy,and.^Q©d matured; the young were eager 
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toJon^eiYntii mf.ha% the others weref more rer' 
swved. Qur auperior. informed us^ that tiaey had 
the >ipi8A>rtun^ to losa three of : these itbvaluabk 
a^imf^8 in 1^1% l hyt the. faU , of fut avalanche. 
At ^ight tl^ef^f^aiQjiiforthiaBiaBg the snows of the 
i^ountaips,/ paA thQ^.dog^.whioh]nay;be;c»lled 
chef**gi^id9ft ca]$rii^ia bh^nket buekkd round' his 
hody, with a stnaU supply of ^ provisions,; and a 
phial of brandy attached to, thei neck:, thus 
equipped he presents himself to the , perishing 
wanderer, and suffers himself ttoibe ludoadedfor 
hiUi benefit,^ and then^ as hi^ pioneer, conducts 
him to the Hospice, wherc^ ali his wantsta^ 
speedily relieved. Should an individual be found 
to have sunk from eodiausti^, the dogs return 
to the convent, and apprise the inmates of tiie 
^circumstance by their bark, who then join the 
dogs with a litter, &e« and are inunediately led 
by them to the spot where the nnfbirtunate 
wanderer lies. . 

It was computed that the dog JSarr^ had been 
thus} the means of saving forty persons from de- 
struction. The most remarkable part of his 
eventful, story, was that of Imi^ing an infemt 
to the convent on his back, whom he had foimd 
atoong the snow, and who was subsequently aA 
inmate in the Orphan Asylum at Genevsu :i;It 
is conjectured ^that the parent had either fidlea 
oyer some precifHce, or been buried in the snow. 
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and in all probability, the infant, from the in-4 
ten8iBfO<4dy mudt have been found in a state of ' 
suspended ^animation, the dog having regtored 
him,' by -licking the iabe^with his warm tongii^. 
This cam be but c<MJectatejha% Sn^probabilit^ 
it must have b^en* 4;he oasej'> l^^ivry hai^ b^en 
dead «ome jrears, and i» stuflfed^j^and preseif'^ 
vedin t^e Sfuseum of Berne, ^vrtth the^ identical 
phial attached to his neck ihwhleh be carried 
the' 'brandy/ = •' 

C^er the door of entrance iri our Salka 
mim^ar^' I noticed a portrait of a former Prime 
Minister of the King of Sardinia, 'wiio had in the' 
olden ' time been a bene&ctor to the Hospice ;* and 
a* history of the Gospels in Latin, very curiously 
and closely written in the form of a cross, and 
neatly framed. Our courteous and kind supe- 
rior shewed ns his little cabinet of antiques and 
minerals ; the latter contained rock-crystal, as- 
bestus, pierre poli, &c. and a specimen of oer^ 
atatian sinter J said to be from the summit of 
Mmit Bkme ; tiiis, however, I consider a mistake. 
?3iese extraordinary sand tubes have doubt- 
less ^been the. produce of lightning, and 1 pos- 
sess several fine specimens, presented by the 
late Mr Irton of Irton Hall^ on whose estate in 
Cumberland they were found ; mine bear a com- 
fiete resemblance to this specimen. In the for*- 
mer^ we observed coins* and medallions of silver 
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and bronze, found on St Bernard ; ornamental 
slips of gold ; the head of a spear ; a Hercules, 
and a foot, very fine. We likewise admired 
some fine drapery all in bronze, but the most 
singular article was a hand of bronze, covered 
with a serpent, ^^f^f>^^ ^•p ^^ ^^ probability 
the types and emblems of disease, a votive of- 
fering, after recovery, to the Pennine Jupiter, 
fl^ eiMatfet p^3 of whTch irfdiind IfiTatlflrobt 
ef^Tf C^tSofici dlkpel, esptedaiyiti Italy.^ Tlie 
words EX VOTO bear us out in thfe ojfillbiW."^''* 

At 10 o'clock, high mass was to be celebrated, 
bi^^Jjefiw'4^ t^|,ih^^ M^^i^Qh 9w4w*^1 VK^ 

1^ eppjje, tht piM5o«^Viipip^cSir?W« «xpf|]rie^ 
^^f^ fttd,*oj^.^r^fl^Jefit.|h^^^ 




^^mtf A%MM^ y^^mt^^ imm^i\m^ fei 
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?Ji«<irnT«^.yAiMISt7t^SS||,GE.^^.TIip«MPLp.H 

Id V^ti^ ^hki^g tasAtf ^mihgemeioris Wit^ 
V^MdtlilN^fo coiM^bt^tid )fit<y Italy. N<^ tKe 

to^ ffi^ b^me of fre^ht ii^h^nmti^tattd. OA th« 
Stti^^df -ibe 'wsLler, in eaeh Me i^ ihetiM, 
fkt' xAMe wai^'Bly displajned i«iP lotus Howar. 
'We^\Sti^ei at IKoir at S o'clock: t&e rab of 
d{i#*C6flt^'cte'Totir1nUon overtops an adjoih- 
U^f%{ta; 1>§at ifi 1498^ wicloncetiierMideikce^of 
fbe dib^^iair^ the ¥alkds, biifeii^feffa victim to 
fitJbttS4kh'Mky'1788, wli^b alio i(H>itettmed'fi[i 
aiiSftiM hoots' 126 houses. ' ArbimdarectdiJtat^ 
#&ii0yaiE^^ l^nralbefri^ laiiid dmbiidsV bafl 
ftto^&also^fflised. l%i^towBfii^ti|^i^^^ 
thi^iValUiSs^ and^^sidMc^ oif the Wiix^^ /^Hbi^e 
we dined and staged IhtfT^mAiddeir bf4;h^ ^d^^^ 
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some fine drapery all in bronze, but the most 
singular article was a hand of bronze, covered 
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|iaB8,t|ie.i|Mf^)^ pf 

|g^.:tbe.^^tg -^f ^^^^ preY^MiW» 

#^? ^w Wy w ^e mmtmH^^yi^mo^^ 

J^^£¥^J^%#1*ift<^ff?^ »t jt% 8^%i^o« RTfflP* 
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ciilarlyinth^ years 829, 858, 1024., 1117, 1356, 
1394, 1531, 167T, 1621, 1633, 1682, ITM ; and 
in the' yedr of the gresLt eaefthqtik%ie ia,t Lisbon, 
Brie^ was agitated by shocks ^Ai6st dally, from 
Ist November 1755 to 2Tth'Pe«ruitfJr following. 
T**'«itervafe are 29, 66;''9S; '6ld,'l8fe, 38, 137, 
46, 44, 12; 49, T2,* «tc., wMili yields us no 
ctetainf teferen^' t6 the 'theory of the pheno- 
ineid of earthquakes, as far as thb periods 6f re- 
tiltti are coiic^med^ 

• -'"Thfereis hefri a invent of Jesuits founded 
ia''f&S2: The chief ' idtar of ihis church is 

»«Jte6d' ctf '£.<qK>w Offlbrtrf, teou^ht'from a neigh- 
bMi^^ qtiarryk' This stone'is often used for 

'^6^kiB^ tess^k'kdd "Stoves, and seems admir- 
alHj^adaptM to this pui^osei, as it withstands 
very intense heat. We visited the Convent, and' 
Wlire'jeoiidueted over the pretnises by oiie of the 

'JMkeH. In the superiiwr's room Wfe pei^ceived a 
Nikv tWtami&nt, DbtTAY Hdition^ and a few tri- 
ffii^ benoks 'not worthy of notice, isuch as a Ger- 
noian di^^nary, &c. ' We- also bbse^ed a quan- 
titjr 'of 'tobacco^ which is apportion^ out to the 
fAktBt 'one of the departments i$ deVoted to 
smoking,' and hiere I ilruppode they ccnicoct th^ir 
J^itieal iamd miscMevomi^ designs: the bed- 
liooms'we Mw Were tolerably dieceiit* -Attablied 
t6 the wall were a barometer and therinometei^ : 
liheUe was a room dieted to compoiliiding sim- 
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ftm, and there were boloees, pills, and j^ustero, 
mwfy peepared. We were subeequently takim 
CMrer the eoUege annexed to the building, and 
w«re told ihai the branches taught were Latin, 
Chreek, German, Logic, Rhetoric, Philoeophjr, 
Arithmetic, Oeograj^y, and Astronomy^ Tliere 
wwe th^i c»ghty-five eUves, sixteen of whom 
were attending the rhetoric class. Having sesn 
the Salle a numger, where dinner is intarodoeed 
at 11 o'clock, we visited the garden, whi^ 
though supplied with roots and fruits, was ut- 
t^ly devoid of shrubs or flowers. In the even- 
ing we went, during vespers, to the ohapd of a 
convent of UrsuUne nuns, founded in 1668; 
the number of nuns was from twenty to thirty, 
seemingly wrapped up in all the extasies and ab- 
stractions of devotion. Many were extremely 
young, and some of them beautiful, and in tears ! 
The vespers were chaunted with exquisite so- 
lemnity and tone: it was not difficult to see that 
the grand endeavour was to give the thing ^fbd^ 
and I must own that the entrance and exit of tlM 
monks by the side doors, clothed in vestments of 
white, and bearing torches, with their oruoifix, 
and Agnus Dei at their girdle, followed by train- 
bearers with bells, and censers smoking with 
incense, and all the pomp and ceremonial of the 
€orp8 dramatiquef their signs of the cross and 
jrenuflectbns, were altogether more the creation 
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ci*romti3M^ and the picture -of some centuries 
«goy thiol any thing we should have expected to 
mtnee»ia the prcBelit^'age;.- llere, however, 
iiowfalpaUeevideneei jthafe the veacyfarmwi 
If eU M the' spirit i% '^ has .been .asserted of it, 
^'uni^faanged and nmhaogeabW > -This is Ae 
intchery that £isciiiates -the jK^ung female heart, 
anadvantage which th^-Lady Abbess knows full 
wellito n|anage.;^and the^samfioe is perhaps 
madtf'.withJess relnctance^vas mmks can grant 
absolution of sinsy past^ pres^it, and to come. • 
. In.th0 Vallais there is a mixture of cultivation 
and neglect. It is the seat of earthquakes; and 
subject to tempests and storms, to the ftU of 
the mountain, and the avabinche^ and to the 
destructive .effects of the debacle and glacier; 
--!!?hereis a melange of the beautiful and of the 
frightful, the savage, and the sublime. The 
rocky .walls which flank the Valhus separate it 
£Eom Italy on the one side, and from the Canton 
of. Beme on the other; and the surrounding 
nieimtains are crowned with terrible glaciers, 
which form impassable barriers to the traveller. 
-Hie. river Rhone takes its rise from the glacier 
of.Fourehe, 5418 feet above the level of the sea, 
a source unknown to .the ancients, who consi- 
d^ed that jit . issued from the gates . of eternal 
night. After winding through the Vallais, the 
Hhone loses itself in the Leman Lake, 
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Where the picture of the simple and patri*- 
arehal lives of the inhabitants of the Vallais, as 
given us by Rousseau^ is to be found, we cannot 
telL There may be more than meets the eye, 
but we doubt whether research would ever con- 
duct to so notable a discovery. To all appearance 
the people are listless and lazy, much attached to 
rags and wretchedness, their wedded love; agri- 
culture is almost neglected, and industry is 
among them without either a local habitation or 
a name. The Canton is rigidly Catholic, which 
is the only public worship permitted. The Bishop 
of Sion is hereditary member of the diet, and 
his suftage is equal to four votes. . 

The bear and wolf are killed almost every 
year . at the Baths of Loeche, which they fre- 
quently visit ; and also in the Valley de Bagnes : 
the bouquetin is very rare ; the alpine, or white 
hare, marmot, chamois, musk rat, and white 
mouse, aire all occasionally foimd. The Me- 
rops apicister is seen watching the bees in the 
vicinity of Sion, and other places where bees 
are reared. The ortolan is shot near Sierre. 
The river Bhone abounds in J>erch, carp, tench, 
and salmon trout. Near to the embouchure 
of the Rhone, the fresh water tortoise is found, 
and in some of the rivulets flowing into this 
river cray fish are numerous. The green lizard 
is met with among the dry rubbiish of old ruins 
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two feet long, and the bla^k salamander in- 
habits damp rocks. Leeches and the gordius 
in swamps and meadows become dangerous to 
cattle. Many bees are reared in the Vallais ; the 
honey is used as a substitute for sugar, and the 
wax is in great demand for tibe numerous tapers 
that bum before the altars of their saints and 
madonnas. The ^^ Greai Apollo" king of Alpine 
butterflies, soars from the plain to the glaciers. 

The following is the geographical distribution 
of vegetation in reference to Alpine altitude, and 
IB here particularly observable. The Pinus cembra 
grows 6300 feet above the level of the sea. The 
Rhododendron ferrugineum and hirsutum 7000 
feet, Azalea procumbem 7500 feet, Salix her- 
bacea 8500 feet, and the Aira subspicata 9400 
feet. While the stag shumach (JRhus cotinusj 
is found near the bed of the Rhone, a little 
higher will be discovered the Arbutus Uva- Ursi : 
and the summit of this amphitheatre is crowned 
with the Pinus Ixxrix and Pinus cembra. In the 
meadows near Sion asparagus grows wild, and, 
on the authority of Haller, the pomegranate 
(Punica granaiumj may be found in the Val- 
lais. Not far fi'om Sierre among the calcareous 
rocks, the Cactus opuntia or Indian fig grows 
spontaneously. Among the plants which form 
the herbarium of the VaUais may be mentioned 
Spirea satictfoUa^ Sparthm rcuHatum^ CoromUa 

F 8 
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coronate^ SUpaper&iataj Adonis vemalisj Artemisia 
vaUesiacaj 8fc. 

Our party left Brieg to crofis the Simplon the 
following morning, at five o'clock a. m. We 
halted for a short time at the station about half 
way up to the summit ; and perceived in several 
of the rooms beautiful coverlets, which we were 
told cost at Milan eighty francs each. They 
were stuffed with eider down, and covered with 
rich silk. An English carriage passed us near 
this place, drawn by eight horses, either per- 
suaded to take this number by the natives not 
having sufficient employment for their cattle, or 
to enjoy the triumph or pitiable boast of ha- 
ving crossed the Simplon hurled over it by eight 
quadrupeds. We found a part of the road un- 
der repair : it had been terribly. injured by the 
fall of rocks and torrents from the mountains. 
At the village of the Simplon, we had the plea- 
sure of seeing a very fine bouqtietin, an animal 
now extremely rare, and one I had never met 
with before. 

To describe the Simplon, this magnificent mo- 
nument of human genius and enterprise, would 
be waste of time and praise, for it has been, de- 
scribed and lauded oftentimes before : nor can it 
be too much extolled; it casts even the labours 
of ancient Rome into the back , ground. This 
mighty work was begun, jmder the auspices of 
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Napoleon Bonaparte, in 1802, was finished in 
October 1806, and cost twelve millions of francs. 
The breadth of the road is twenty-five feet, its 
length forty-five miles : in no place is the in- 
clined plane steeper than five inches in twelve 
feet ; the mountain may be passed in about twelve 
hours. I have walked over it in fifteen hours. 
From GHss to Domo d'Ossola are nine houses 
of refuge, twenty-two bridges, and ten galleries 
driven through the solid mountain. The grand 
gallery is of gneiss. To keep this road in repair 
requires 25,000 francs annually from the go- 
vernment of the Vallais alone. The height of 
the Simplon village is 4556 feet ; of the Hospice 
6150 ; and the height of the passage, or summit, 
6174 above the sea's level. The Alpine regions 
of the passage over the Simplon contain six 
glaciers ; and some idea may be formed of the 
labour which this road cost, when it is stated, 
that, on the Great Gallery alone, twelve work- 
men, relieved every eight hours, were employed 
day and nighty on each end, for the period of 
eighteen months, with picks, and blasting the 
mountain with gunpowder, — torch-light being 
employed at night. The following inscription 
is found on the rock : 

« .ERE ITALO MDCCCV." 

While the road is truly magnificent, the sur- 
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rounding scenery is of a most romantic descrip- 
lion, presenting new and varied aspiects at every 
turn ; and amid the views unfolded, iiatnre atnd 
art appear to contend for the md^tery. Over 
die stupendous architectute of man, ^^ the ever- 
lasting hiUs" seem to ftown, and to wage with 
it an eternal war. We observed on the Simplon 
the Artemisia glacidlis^ and Cheiranthns trisHs. 

The night closed in tipbn us before we reach- 
ed Domo d'O^sola; but a beautiful Zomj^^m 
^lendidulia hsd lighted up her fairy torch on the 
road-side^ near to the quarry from whence came 
the white m^ble of which the Cathedr^il of Mi- 
Ian is built. I carried it into the carrii^e with 
me, afid it gave sufficient light to discover the 
hour of the dight by my watch. Early oii the 
following morning we left Domo d'Ossola* The 
road is in a straight line ; the scenery, on either 
hand, skirted with trees and shrubs, and the 
eminences crowned with insulated houses, or 
snow-white villages, with hanging gardens. The 
vines were trained in festoons, oi^^n friunes of 
trellis-work ; the mulberries were mostly young. 
Walnuts and Spanish chesnuts were frequently 
met with; and the fields were filled with hemp 
and Indian com. Early in the day we arrived 
at the inn at Baveno, on the Lago Maggiore and 
the Maitre d'Hotel is a very good specimen of 
Italian imposition and roguery« He aspires to 
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a knowledge of English, an accomplishliiievit for 
which we must pay^ dearly, cmd only <:iiarg€B 
twelve frtmcs far his boat to visit the islands m 
the lake; while a boatman we met with, who 
was a very civil fellow, cheerAilly took us for 
four. The Maitre d'Hotel is one of seven bro<» 
thers, a complete ^e8t of hornets : part of whom 
act in the menial capacities of waiters, grooms^ 
boots,. &c. so. as to monopoliise all the expendi"» 
ture of visitors. The fellow knows very well 
the price of brandy in EngUmd^ and regulates 
his prices accordingly* 

I was informed by the landlord of the inn, 
that he bad raised this season about 400 lb. of co- 
coons; of silk, and that the year was a good one* 
They feed the silk-worm here on the leaves 
of the white mulberry, which cpst fr^xm one to 
two soldi per lb. gr^so. Females, at this place, 
are in the habit of wearing the ova, for two 
or three days, wrapped up in <?loth, next the 
skin. The ova Were estimated at ten francs per 
ounce, and each ounce calculated to produce 
about 100 lb. (libra grosso di Milano)., Almost 
every poor faniUy rear& the silk-worm : and on. 
how magnificent a scale could they be reared in 
the Iso|.A Bella, where artificial temperature 
is introduced to so vast an extent, and where 
the luxuriance of exotic vegetation vies with that 
of tropical regions ! 
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We visited the Isola Madre and Isola Bella. 
The Isola dei piscatori is a sad contrast to its 
magnificent neighbours, and is the abode of poor 
fishermen, whose huts are miserable enough. 
In the Isola Madre we wandered among cedars, 
and through groves and thickets of jesmines, 
rosemary, citrons, &c. almost realizing the fabled 
gardens of Alcinous. In the Isola Bella we 
went through the Palace : the collection of 
pictures which decorate some of the apartments 
is of no great value either to the connoisseur or 
virtuoso, neither are the mosaics. The peristyle, 
grottos, and gardens, form, however, a singular 
scene. In the grottos, which are well worth 
seeing, are some good copies of statuary. In 
the creation of all these wonders, the expendi- 
ture has been truly imperial ; yet the palace re- 
mains unfinished, and is likely to do so. In se- 
vere weather, the oranges, lemons, and citrons, 
require protection ; the Caper shrub, however, 
the American aloe, the Indian fig, the Cochineal 
fig, &c..are seen to grow in every crevice of the 
rocks that Mnge the islands. The temperature 
of the air in the shade was 75^ I observed that 
the Chinese method of propagating fruit trees 
had been successfully applied to many valuable 
shrubs, as the Magnolia purpurea^ &c. For 
about four months, say firom November to April, 
the wall fruit-trees are protected by planks, and 
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during tliree of these months, artificial heat is 
partially applied ;— the entii'e expence for the 
year is computed at ahout 2000 Napoleons. 
He evergreen and flowery covert of the ter- 
races of the Isola Bella, and their decorations of 
vases and statues, rising &om the level of the 
water, and seen from the verge of the lake, pre- 
sent a spectacle altogether unique — almost a 
magic scene. 

It was in August 1818 when I first visited these 
interesting islands, and on the Isola Madre, the 
Cactus cochiniliformis^ Caparis and Agave were in 
flower, and skirted the rocks. Here may he seen 
the Quercus Hex, 100 feet high, and the cedar 
of Lebanon, and Cupressus Mgyptiaea in equal 
magnificence. The ^n^/tdb ^occAarj^o, or sugar- 
cane, grows unsheltered ; and, in the summer of 
that year, I witnessed the Agave Americana in 
flower, — the flower-stem was twenty-seven feet 
in altitude, and its circumference, where it emer- 
ged from its foliage, was twenty-two inches : 
its flowering-canopy above was equally grand : 
the shrivelled stem is still preserved in a shed, 
and pointed out. 

In the Isola Bella we much admired the follow- 
ing : Magnolia grandiftora^ M. cordata (in fin^ 
flower), M. glauca^ M, tripetala^ M. parpur^ 
rea^— Mimosa nihtica^ from which a quantity 
of gum*arabic was last year obtained : the Date 
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palm (in fruit), Afwna triloba (in fruit), Canna 
glaucoj Verbena mentha odora^ Solanum niveum^ 
Neritim oleander : these were luxuriant and beau- 
tiful, and of uncommon, not to say gigantic^ 
altitude. We were struck with a fine plant 
of the Agave jftlamentosa in flower: the flower 
was THIRTY FEET IN HEIGHT, and had then 
been in bloom twenty-six days : the plant was 
stated to be about fifty-six years old. In this 
island is a fine cypress, eighty feet high, and 
the Laurus nobilis ninety-three feet high : it is 
indeed a noble tree, and in the bark may be still 
traced the word " Battaglia," which Napoleon 
Bonaparte cut with a knife, two days before 
the battle of Marengo. 

Every plant here bears a corresponding fea- 
ture, and not the least remarkable in the train 
of vegetation is the hydrangea. From its beau- 
tiful ass^nbWes and tasteful arran&^ement, in 
„^ or c Jp^ ^efrcli^ «.. C «^ i. 
becomes exceedingly picturesque, and has alto- 
gether a most striking and extraordinary effect. 
The earth in which the hydrangeas grew, was 
a black sandy soil, and two phenomena were here 
remarkable, — their extraordinary size, and their 
beautifully bine colour. Two conditions, I' was 
told, were essential for sustaining this luxuriance 
and colour : — ^to plant them where they might 
be constantly in shade, and in a soil formed of 
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heatihrearth (terra di ericaj. The hydrangea 
is to be seen ten feet high, and Jive months in 
flower ; I noticed one plant fifty feet in circum- 
ference, which the year before, had carried 616 
bunches of flowers, each larger than the human 
head. 

From Baveno we went to Arona, where we 
remained for the night, and left the Auberge 
Royale the following morning, to see the colossal 
statue of San Carlo Borromeo : many of the 
chapels at the several stations on the ascent of 
the Sagro Monte (Sacred Mount), seemed to be 
in ruin and deserted, or nearly so. Among other 
exhibitions we were shewn the room in which 
the saint died, and a masque of the face in stucco, 
taken after death. In addition to these interest- 
ing matters, a little of the sainfs blood, though 
Carlo Borromeo was not a martyr, was shewn 
us, and also pictures, extremely silly, and the 
veriest daubs, representing the saint's miracles, 
which exceeded one htmdrecL Among the relics of 
the Sacred Mount will be found ^' Un anconetta 
d'argento elegante, e ricca nella sua semplicita, 
ove se ne contano sessanta due, le prime delle 
quaW, in numero di otta, sono consacrate dal con- 
tatto di nostro Signore *." Credat Judjeus Ap- 
PELLA, HAun Nos. A copy of the interesting evi- 
dence by which this authority is substantiated, 

* Memorie intomo il Sagro Monte, &c. Novara 182SL. 
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would certainly be a precious gem from the 
antique. 

On the summit of the Mount, erected on a 
pedestal of white and red granite, stands this 
colossal statue, the design of Francesco Ri- 
cking senior i and was erected by order of Car- 
dinal Frederick Borromeo on the Mount 
of San Cai'lo, in 1624. According to the origi- 
nal intention, this statue, which is of copper, 
was to have been gilt, and it was only in the 
year 1818 that it was bronzed, to protect it 
£rom the injury of the weather. It is said that 
Signore Count John Borromeo laid the first 
stone of the pedestal, and that a gold medallion 
was deposited therein, having the following dis- 
tich : 

Joannes Adolosce tui virtute parentis .* 
Alter virtutum mole colossus eris. 

The saint is represented in the act of giving the 
benediction, with the right hand in the same 
manner I had witnessed employed by the late 
Pope Pius VII. at Rome. The left hand holds 
the breviary. The staircase within the pedestal 
is composed of forty-eight steps, and another 
from the pedestal to the right knee, contains 
seventeen steps. The statue is, however, now 
entered by scaling-ladders, through the folds of 
the robe, on the right ; and from thence, by a 
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stair-case within, we may ascend even into the 
cranium. The cost of the statue and erection 
amounted to L. 36,666, 13s. 4*d. Sterling, or 
1,100,000 lire miUmese. Joseph II. called it 
one of the wonders of the world, and its dimen- 
sions are certainly of the most gigantic descrip- 
tion. There is a comfortable seat for any catholic 
in the nasal promontory, but we think a heretic 
would scarcely risk an adventure within the nose 
of this Brobdinag saint : nearly a dozen persons 
could be packed together in the breviary. 

The following are the dimensions of this co- 
lossus in Paris feet : Pedestal 36 feet high; statue 
72 feet; circumference of the head 20 feet; 
length of the face 7 feet 6 inches, breadth 7 feet 
2 inches; width of the eye 1 foot 6 inches; 
width of the mouth 2 feet 4 inches ; length of 
the arm 28 feet ; height of the breviary 13 feet, 
breadth 6 feet 6 inches ; breadth of the hand 
4 feet 6 inches, length of the finger 4 feet 3 
inches, length of the forefinger 6 feet ; circum- 
ference of the robe 54 feet, breadth of foot 4 
feet. We did not ascend into the statue, as 
the scaling-ladders from without seemed very 
insufficient and precarious, and with every al^ 
lowance made for the cohesion of the vegetable 
fibre, they bent so much under the weight of 
our attendant, and presented so formidable a 
curve, that we consulted our personal safety in 
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waving the hf^ardous experiment. Altoge- 
ther the saint is placed on a most commanding 
station, and the vision of this extraordinary 
statue is quite startling, hy its colossal form and 
dimensions. We thought of the Sphinx near 
Cairo, on the seat of the ancient Memphis, and 
compared them. In this last, which is sculptured 
in the solid rock, the paws project from the 
body fifty feet, and between their guardianship 
a small temple is erected: the distance from 
the chin to the ear is fifteen feet. When Pope 
Gregory XII. heard of the death of Cardinal 
Archbishop Carlo Borromeo, which happened 
on 3d November 1584, he is stated to have ex- 
claimed, ^^ Extincta est lucema in Israel," The 
lamp is put out in Isrtzel. 

On descending the Sagro Monte^ or Monte San 
Carhj our olfactory nerves were regaled by the 
wild thyme and other odoriferous plants, and 
I gathered a bouquet of the flowers of the Cycla- 
men ewropeuTOj both white and purple. On our 
return to Arona, we took a peep into a Purga- 
torio; a very singular exhibition to a protestant. 
Numerous skulls were methodically ranged on 
shelves in amphitheatrical form, like flower-pots 
on the stage of a green-house ; each skull was 
supplied with a paper-cap, with the owner's 
name on a scroll, — thus, " Luigi PioUo morto 
] V Aprilo 1814," — and so on with others. 
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In mauy parts of Italy we have noticed the ad- 
junct " Pregate Dio per animo." In the mar- 
ket at Novara, the grapes were 7 soldi (S^d*) 
per Ubbra grosso (100 libbra grosso being equal 
to 168 lb. avoirdupois), and fine large peaches 
were sold at the same rate, by weight ; the IUh 
bro grosso^ or heavy pound, contained about ten. 
The young mulberries were all protected by 
hay-bands, twistied round their stems, the win- 
ters being occasionally severe; a practice of 
thatching that has been found eminently service- 
able by some of the horticulturists of France. 
We quitted Arona^ and arrived at length at 
Sesto Calende, but the police on this frontier 
of the Lombardo- Venetian kingdom, having 
narrowly inspected all the passports, discovered 
that one of our party was without the signature 
of the Austrian Ambassador, a condition made 
imperative and essential to all who enter the 
territories of the Emperor of Austria. I had 
before mentioned my fears, that, in all probabi- 
lity, this circumstance would present an insu- 
perable barrier to our advance together. Having 
been instructed in this on a former occasion, 
I knew the importance of getting the signature 
of the Austrian Ambassador at Berne, which is 
easily obtained. All that / found necessary 
to do, was to enclose the passport by post^ re- 
spectfully soliciting the honour of his authority 



136 



to proceed to Milan, and it was returned to 
me at Lausanne, in due course, under en- 
velope. We were extremely sorry for this an- 
noyance, and did not wish to quit our interest- 
ing and amusing compagrum de voyage quite so 
easily^ or without a struggle; we were there- 
fore determined to try the other pass, Buffa- 
lora. On crossing the Ticino river, we observed 
a tronc for the collection of alms for the dead. 
I thought we did much better at home, for con- 
sidering the dead disposed of, our contributions 
were for the support of the living. It rained, 
and one of the boatmen was literally thatched 
with straw, and much resembled a bee-hive in 
its winter dress, surmounted by a human head 
with a conical cap. One of the other dramatis 
personm was a poor fiddler, who scraped the crazy 
string, and doled out a characteristic pitiable 
ditty. In the fields bordering the road side, we 
observed lupins among the cultivated legumes. 
The common acacia (Cobbet's honey locust) 
and mulberries, in the form of pollards^ for the 
supply of the silk- worm, fringed the road ; rice 
and Indian com prevailed generally. 

We arrived late in the evening at Novarra, 
and by inquiries understood that the white mul- 
berry was always preferred for rearing the silk- 
worm. Count Dandolo gives, however, a de- 
cided preference to the wild or uncultivated mul- 

2 
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berry for this purpose : the leaves here were sold 
at 1 soldo (about ^d.) per lb., and one ounce of 
ova was calculated to yield 100 lb. of silk; the 
season was esteemed a good one for rearing the 
silk-worm. On the following morning we per- 
ambulated the market. Two small fowls were 
rated at about a A*ank. Among the peculiar 
features of the vegetable market may be men- 
tioned mushrooms, chicorie^ the fruit of ihe purple 
e^-plant (that of the white variety I have never 
seen exposed for sale any where), gourds and 
pompions in variety, the water-melon, &c. The 
price of a fine melon was 6 soldi, and that of 
Indian corn-flour 9 soldi per libro grosso. At 
Buf&lora, where we arrived at nine o'clock, the 
subject of the passport was again canvassed, 
and we found it quite impossible for our friend 
to proceed with us. It was therefore agreed on 
that he should remain there, while I took charge 
of his passport to Milan, as the signature could 
there be obtained. 

Before we left Buffalora, we visited an exten- 
sive establishment for unwinding the silk from 
the. cocoons; in two rooms, women were arranged 
opposite each other, and conducted the process : 
the cocoons, contained in baskets on one side, 
were thrown by handfiils into caldrons of heated 
water. Each by a whisk (of peeled birch) col- 
lected the threads en masse : the first confused 
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portions were rejected, till the threads unwound 
r^^ularly, freely passing over glass-rods to pre- 
vent the injury of friction. When the threads 
came off uniformly, the cocoons were raised sus- 
pended to the hand by their respective threads, 
and thus handed over to those on the opposite 
side, who, in their turn, threw them into caldrons 
of water, the temperature of which was nearly 
that of blood heat — ^thus sustained by a steam- 
pipe. The water was kept clear, and the silk 
preserved pure and unsoiled. From these the 
threads were finally wound on reels. The pro- 
prietor mformed me that this establishment cost 
60,000 francs. 

Gei^soul of Italy has invented an apparatus by 
means of which the water is heated through the 
medium of steam, and the nymphse that fall are 
collected on a grating of iron-wire at the bottom 
of the boilers, which is frequently raised for the 
purpose of removing the husks. By this inge- 
nious method much fuel is saved, one furnace 
with its boiler serving to heat twenty vessels, 
and from the decreased temperature the cocoons 
do not suffer any decomposition or change, as is 
the case in the ordinary way, wherein they are 
immediately exposed to the direct agency of the 
fire. Another saving might still be effected by 
this method, in the substitution of vessels of 
wood for boilers of copper. 
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Before we left Buffalora they gave us a re- 
oeipt for our luggage, expressing mth due par* 
ticularity the hour at which the search was made, 
namely nave ore (nine o'clock) ; — the packages 
were then sealed, which prevented a second 
scrutiny on entering the gates of Milan. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



MILAN — RETOUR VIA COMO — TOURTEMAGNE AND 
CASCADE — SIERRE — SIGN — GOITURES. 



It was about three o'clock in the afternoon of 
the 6th of August when we arrived at mil an, 
the capital of the Lomhardo- Venetian kingdom, 
and alighted at the Albergo dell ^Gran Brettagna^ 
having received at the entrance of the city a 
carta di sicurezza^ in exchange for our passports. 
The passport of our friend, with which I was 
entrusted, was immediately left, with the requi- 
site explanation, at the office of the Intendente di 
Polizia, who, however, was absent in the coun- 
try : but, after a good deal of trouble, and a de- 
lay of two entire days, it was returned, with 
authority for him to proceed to Milan, and I duly 
transmitted it by a special messenger to BufFalora. 
I was informed at Milan that the silk was dearer 
this year than last, owing to the chilling winds 
from the Alps, and rain in the early part of the 
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season. Last year, the raw silk cost forty-five 
francs^ the present year it was valued at from 
fifty to sixty-five lira^mUanese * per pound of 
twenty-eight ounces. The white is always most 
esteemed. At ^^cenza much silk is reared ; and 
almost all the silk cultivated in the Lomhardo- 
Venetian kingdom is sent to he manufactured in 
France. In the vicinity of Milan, the crop in 
chief cultivation consisted of Indian com and 
rice. 

On Sunday morning, the album of the inn 
was brought us for the due registration of our 
names, where we came from, whither we were 
going, objects of our journey, &c. ; and we were 
exceedingly surprised and delighted to find that 
the names which had immediate precedence of 
ours were those of relatives, who were returning 
from Madeira, and were so far on their journey 
home. They had landed at Naples, and had tra- 
versed southern and central Italy. This happy 
rencontre was as gratifying as it was unexpect- 
ed. We had not heard of them since we left 
the British shore, and supposed that, long before 
that time, they would have returned direct to 
England. They had made arrangements for 
leaving Milan on Monday morning, and but for 
the album, might have gone without our having 

* A lira-milanese is nearly equal to sevenpence half-penny. 
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Bnjoyed their society, though at the same iwn^ 
for, being Sunday, we had both adopted seclu- 
sion. Here is a most material advantage in 
these albums, which are duly communicated to 
the Commissaire de police ; and, it is likely, com- 
pared with the several passports in their posses- 
sion. We cannot, therefore, impress too strongs 
ly on the reader, who may be desirous to tra- 
vel on the Continent, the risk that he may 
incur by any false entry of name, occupation, 
object, &c. We have seen many ridiculous in- 
sertions of this kind ; and though it may pass 
unnoticed in some parts less rigid, the vigilance 
and strictness of the Austrian police are not to be 

hoodwinked: for instance, Mr S e, we found, 

had always entered his own name along with 
that of his white poodle dog " Beppo," whom 
he had instructed to refuse every thing offered 
in the name of '^ Imperatore d'Austriaca," but 
to accept what was presented in the name of 
" Napoleone Imperatore." By means of these 
albums, you can easily trace the route of your 
friend, and the date when he passed in that di- 
rection ; or, in the event of your preceding him, 
he receives a clew enabling him to follow you. 
We observed a striking example of their utility 
at Chamouni: an apology was inserted by a 
gentleman for having cut out a slip from one of 
the leaves in that at the Hotel de TUnion, as it 

4 
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contained the autograph, name, and register, of 
a gentleman who had not been heard of for se- 
veral years by his family, and was believed to be 
dead : the document was transmitted by letter 
to his relatives in England. 

In company with this new and much valued 
accession to our party, we visited the duomo or 
cathedral, a splendid edifice, and the largest in 
Italy, that of St Peter's, at Rome, alone except- 
ed. This superb fabric was commenced in 
1386, but remained unfinished tiO the reign of 
Napoleon Bonaparte, who ordered its com- 
pletion from the designs of Amati ; and it was 
finished imder the auspices of the Emperor of 
Austria. It is constructed of white marble, 
in gothic style, and adorned with fretwork, 
tracery, niches, statues, &c. in rich relievo. It 
is 445 feet long, 289 broad at the transept, and 
356 high, calculating from the pavement to the 
top of the spire. We ascended to the noble roof, 
and the loftiest turret of the duomo^ and among 
its pinnacles and spires, had a fine promenade, 
while we enjoyed a magnificent range of vision 
from every point and resting place. The plains 
of Lombardy, and the Alps — ^barrier of Italy — 
lay before and around us ; and the nine roads 
surrounding the capital as so many radii from a 
cenitre. One of these we had already traversed ; 
another conducted, via Verona, to <^ tlie Rome 
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of tlie ocean," Venice ; another to Turin, or, de« 
fleeting to the right, terminated at Genoa; 
another to Parma and Florence, ^^ the Eternal 
City," and Naples; and one pointed to Lodi, and 
Mantua, the natal soil of Publius Virgilius 
Maro, a deathless name in classic song. These 
lands were possessed hy whatever was noble, 
sublime, or beautiful, in the name of Rcmian. 
It is not, however, by any means my intentiim 
here to luxuriate among the loveliness and fas- 
cinations of this beautiftil and classic land ; as I 
may possibly, at some future period, enter into 
detail concerning Italian scenes, and all their en- 
chanting interest. This magnificent monument 
of genius and of art was as white as the snow 
that covered the highest summit of Mount Rosa, 
the effect of a recent application of dilute sul- 
phuric acid, with which its walls were washed, 
and which had dissolved the dark superficial 
film, and discovered a new surface of dazzling 
whiteness. We afterwards descended by a stair- 
case into the subterranean chapel, where repose 
the remains of St Carlo Borromeo, in a crystal 
coffin, with sUver ornaments giU, Within this 
cryistal dormitory, suspended over the remains, 
is a golden crown, the votive offering of the 
Empress Maria Theresa. The rich cover over 
the sdcred deposit qf gold cmd jewellery^ silk and 
satin, &c. was raised with all due pomp ; and a 
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lady of our party having presumed to touch one 
of the rings, was duly admonished, and reproved 
for the impious adventure; but a few words 
muttered over it charmed it into holiness again. 
The walls of this chapel are wainscoted with 
rich and costly basso-relievos, all of pure silver, 
representing the principal miracles and events 
of the saint's life, the designs by Cerano, exe- 
cuted by RuBiNO. The entire cost of this im- 
perial waste was L* 166,666 : 13 : 4. Above the 
grating, which overspread part of the dome of 
this chape], we observed a few lamps, with 
wicks, certainly inflamed, but winking in their 
sockets, and a few centessimi that had been cast 
upon the wire-grating, the votive oflFering of 
some poor devotees, who had perhaps given 
their all — ^their widow's mite : a centessimo is 
the one-hundredth part of a franc; two and a-half 
would make a farthing. 

The ices in the coflfee-room adjoining our 
hotel were excellent, and we enjoyed them ex- 
ceedingly, as the weather was very sultry. In 
the markets were ripe almonds, and figs in abun- 
dance, fine melons, the fruit of the purple egg- 
plant; and the water melon, which we found most 
refreshing when parched with thirst. Among the 
curiosities a la gourmand at the table dPMte^ was 
a dish of cockscombs stewed. The reader must not 
make any mistake here ; I do not mean the pretty 
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cres^ |0f the Idngofud^wias^pbirdsi.. ^Xbo fir^ 
^ the purple ,eg;;-^|^9i)tw.a I foiiiid'eK^ it 

very much irestelniblqd. Uii&^ypWr <tilie y^elaUe 
marrov^, and squash. 4j»9i(g4wr fteiiamhiilat^ 
through this ^epti^iilyiiftii^/Qitfi We.viBiterfiidie 
portic<^ of the ohilk'ch of: 1^ l^vrms^ m^ .it» 
fragment of the rioisis of the'|!«iaple:<)if H^iS^ 
th^ church of San Ak^m^rOj >nth it^- mk altar 
of agate§i j^pers^.lapiS'la^iiIly &c* &c> A^ an 
inoperative duty aii4 priyilegpe, we^^E&id qw trir 
bute of wonder andd^Ugfat before the qc^ehrated 
al fresoo paii^if^g^of .^ Th^ Last 8iq[)per»" by 
LpQNARDo. pAViNqi, in the Ref(W?tpry of 'the 
f^goyent of Santo \9^ia*4e/fe Groisie : M U^ 
gr^^vou^ly de&cedj but its ipagic remains ar^ yet 
sufficient to cpnccfnlarat^ the entire adniiratipn 
of the soul, and we pity the stoie who c^ ^nr 
template this cheftToeuvre of excellenee unnioved^ 
I do not profei^ to hp a connoisseur in the paiat- 
ings of the .celebrated masters^ and could per- 
haps scarcely df^terpaine a Cabi^q Dolce frosm a 
GyiDO Renj: ; 1^, I must ocmfess thia is.a paint* 
ing I haye left with emotions of unfei^ied re«- 
gi^et, and th^ longer I have gaeed on its charms 
the more I have been fascinated. Some new 
eicoellepce ha^' started £rom the wall at each 
successive glance ; . but I have wondered at the 
incongruities of ]bhe celebrated T]:ans6guration of 



ItAFHA£L)'«nd iiickin«di|t tbd absurd, net to say 
Uatidbefiioiu^ T^p^rci^i^ioifi Of ^'^ The %^ii hi 
Godif in ihe^Flratf'Orefttite^ k^ fi^urtrayed bti the 
iMiixig of'CKe Ytttic^^ smdlhave gaedlwith 
pkifid eoffiieiiqit^cm t^iidKodele^^ yetidme 
odnfbsed and if|6bhereiit^ tapBody ^ the Lafit 
Jttdgmeiit-*4WW^e«cD of Michael ANQttOb 
Bui here k tru^ke^ng and true/helinff^ withttU 
the mystic virt^to of eAfam-«cm>9 gracing their 
originalg. We, attoog other etceteras, had a peep 
at the BiUiotheca Amhrosiana, founded ^t)y 
CShaklcs Frederick Borromeo. It is rich in 
eiirion% antiqtil^ ^d valuable manuscripts ; ^ for 
i^tance, that of Da Vinci^ with about 40,006 
tomes. I am not^ however, fond of an- intrem^Uu 
glance a^ ii oollectioti of books, when I cannot 
e^y Uieir Converse ; they Eftioiiid be something 
m<^» than raree-show* 

^' 'We had a fine morning walk to liie circu^^-or 
aMiqpbitheatre, the erection, under Napolson 
BoKA^RTE, of Cakokica. It was ori^nally 
meant to be appropriated to games aiiid home* 
muMMhip) and is capable of Gk>ntaining 39,000 
individuate. On our return from thenbe, we 
w^ent to the nnfimshed tritmiphal arch — the 
ffote <2^ Marengo, intended to. commemorate the 
completion of the road of 1^ Sitnplon. The 
miflgnificent relievos, destined for the decoration 
of its ftiese^ Hil now neglected, but surely not 
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£M^Uen« '. We'ioaniiot see whait ^c#iJd be doiKi 
with Ihemb^ort-ho^'tibe laameord®^ ^'B^k^m^ 
€is E!iBp€a:oi\^ Aluft^ could iritibi citheriliiBtioe 
«r propriety usurp: tWi^-piaoQ^ :Th^,rqfHres«at 
ymious .'triump}i9 Aud trophies «»f :i{fA^i,jMN| 
aqdiBueh a triun^-of art overt^e foimiidable. 
barsiei!^ of n^ture^ deseryes sonte memarial toi 
pen^etusM^ the^acbieyement to adieitant agei md 
aurelyrthe ba^ap^eUews aJTQ too costly aod jboo* 
b^antifylta be obliterated or eoni^igiied ta?ol>liri 
vion. .; Sbuddemg tlnvUgb I do att'tbe wai^^ 
deedB ii^'liich darkened th« > jtu]nultuottf^>fldul> of 

SUpQJ^f^N [ , BoiKA^^Rti:, I ; W/Ould; |li»9iiertbel«89f 

chi«di out /D^ bte toi»bi.uLx|]wjsij^aiftAif4iBUM;« 
nor«@i^dJ dfPE^yrthe»tcibi)^ i^ter (Qont^^ 
tiiig> li^a ^Qe/Skf b$idg6f^: triu«tiphal arc^f^ ' naUk 
edi£fiei^(9U]^i:b!rAU0fyos,^aivd m^esliQ^^cotofmia' 
I do .not l^teowar^iiand turUi ibom/ ^iwjNcnor 
affr]ghted<:i(Buli;|h«8|» ual&oiial mouuni«iM«> t^ll; 
upiMi.a<4iata«$. ^gio, aJid acre amooj§^ -(^ m(^ 
8ple»did'Jl^a€ie9,.iii0i^ tO>.tb0 WKJMufilie^i^f^^reKvv 
gi«D|i tbut r«an ber.heq^Qadiied l^y/My^n^^w^ 

i^Tbei br^aad seffiff^foiitv'te 4he s^ldiiQ^^iMi^aQied' 
aIiiio8t.vblaek; 1^ «srtv,a^v!erAl wa^oias, lii^ded 
with (it m:wm»:^fiwmmi: J^ PlaeeiHArmesy.p^* 
our>reituru^ tothe,«9n4 >/: /, r . ^,.f. .'.<'. 

/.Dimogrouf i stf^^^.JVIil^ didioictt 

much exceed three days, we filled up quTi^Hiie 
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4IS weK^'^^^H^^Mddwith fttoTarions sightis^ with 
TvUcfihk^ metrotM>H0 "^ 4;h^ ^Lmnbairdc^y^e- 
titttl^lBirigdtiltt aibounds. Th^Piaetadeilkhmo 
to^^«ie>dpeA square. ' N^^dat^ to 'tiler walltiof tb^ 
<lsiC]i€idraI^ma«]r birdHcartelien tdke their «ta«^^' 
^d^iivflttMberof tame birds btay be 6eeil^liop-<- 
pibg^MbMrt in a little enclosure, T^th a fcnmissAtk' 
^wfing in the midfit, or engaged in some^<|iia^ 
nmitree, in which they are Carefully im^tnietied 
by^tbeir cmel owners, sueh as adjusting dieir' 
pktidage before a looking-glass, drawing - up 
littlb buckets of water, or opening tiie lid of a 
b«t • 4^/ procure ■ food. Hiese horrid wretebei^ 
hmredie brutality to put* out th<$ ^sj^tfrnany* 
of'^lbieir poor prisoners, to ensure a^:«weeter 
^dBg^ buipersons who couM listed to these pl^n^* 
tfv^^ dirges, 'bought at sd painM and barbai^tos' 
d^tttf^ deserve no place in the society of ma^ ;^ 
tlie^desert^ should be their dwelli^'place. ^ JSl^is 
s^etiys A' primer training t^fr the nmrdet*ous 9lif^ 
feliy wkidi><ItaMan catholics knoni^ so well lMi^4& 
mltMg^''niany proofs of; which are disclosed 
daily, and we have seen the victims iti the'Ciz^cit 
<k4mmlagi(me per iferia at Rome; - Therweat^er 
dr^Mikn was-very warm, ^d"" Fahn M th^wfi^ 
rtdige; and we were beset byinnumemble hosts^ of 
that annoying little insect Ae^PuleH^'irtitanSj 
Anglicfe Jka^ and the stmgkig fIf/Mimn 'ikd- 
iiU0ans4'J -s- ■''"■■■'■ .■■./■*' ■'•*'''■ ^j'^^-^- *-. :' 
We left Milan by our vetturino on Wednesday 
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tkt lOth August^ iMidi'ai«itl^>dLt>^i«io' lit tivo 
o'clock, where we remained for the night. Olives, 
mulberricfs, Tines, and all the ^fiiroimties of the 
ol^hitditrt;, oeeupy tiiek place* mrmsA the iidwn. 
^ur tbkie wotild' onty permit^A ikumed survey 
l>f this' city«>^ visit ^to PH^sElmf' and other 
dtti& still ** reverend,^ though of. k« classic 
tot^^-^ peep at « *« purgatftrio,** with its well 
^i^anged eranisi tkA piaster exhibitions of flaaoes, 
]|iersenifi^atioh6 of t^e ^ Frinac^ of Darkness" 
Md his tort^ritig imps^ aacl i^c^lk and inscrip- 
tions, afl designed* to fnghten th^ ^ faithful"^ to 
iAsta^Yiisi^ towii^d»the resene^^^f' these, <^ alas ! 
poof gti^dti^y ^^^ reeei^e whi«b a trone is placed 
in dne ^fertn'^tod'position/ iOur chief ohjiect, 
howeviir,^ w^ €om6V Lakey »ld ibe Vitta Pkm- 
^dm«K^ wfth' it^ edisbmted' int spring. 

^We aecordin^y (»iribarked^ on ^^m: aquatic ex- 
^ttrrion^ but wer^ unfortttiiate' >in' the* weatiier, 
-and feuttd it impossible to reach en^ nkimste 
<d^gfcin^tton>|>«^ tfktmdidr «torm' suddienfy avose^ ae- 
tfompianied^ with heavy rain, land (we were neees- 
^nital;^ to 4and'^» sfaelt^i:^ aA a cottage mi the 
■^ l^bt baiik; FiidMr'tiiiis np6t we" had a^fiwottved 
view'of the opj^site verge of die lake^. aad were 
*4Mm«entto contemplate the^Villa Plinianainithe 
^distaiit' perspective as we found it.Qseles» to 
^^^onteflNl'tHth^he wind^ whsDh was sore agamst 
us. * We^were obliged to retbm to Como,vth»war* 



ux 



The ynnA^ howev^wfj boing in !»ur fw^nx fpr 
returmng) we iLmTiedrbc^fc^e night east 1^6 e^hle 
Hiantle over the sky; On our right wafi; th^ 
ViUa (TEste, onoe the residence of the late. Qu^en 
Carqijn^. a theatre and a church form, Us 
wii^. From the garden walls, oyershadowi^d 
by their graceful leafage, a row of weeping w|^ 
lows bathed their branches in the waters of; ii\e 
lak^, and, agitated by the breeze, h>oked love- 
ly. The situation of Mont Bosa waj^ poi^t^ 
out to us, but dense clouds veiled its smnmitfi 

I Iri pursuing our route. tt^Cifollowiog day, Mfe 
paati^d through iSe^/Q Cakndei and Jb^ some ci|- 
rious disputation with his Jl^jesty of: Sardinia's 
faithful subjects and: servaPtftts : the chieC of file 
posse duly announced himself afii. the ^' represen- 
tskive of his Majesty," and, made lawfvl prize^ of 
some LeghcNrn a&am After mn^tual recrimioa- 
tioi), and high w<»rds, pouretcOfitre^iit was sur- 
rendered, and though an unpleasant rencontare 
and delay, it served as a kind of 4ecotf toabstract 
the talons of these omim7orot<« faiami-i-^genidne 
birds of pr^y — ^frotn searching too closely, into 
-our luggage, where they might have found maifty 
valuable gems of natural faistory^whieh w^ould 
at least have^ been destroyedbytheir rudtf slouch, 



t^g, f^w, , }kfii^^w^^.Ym^U^^:^ te^Jt^^yi^^ .Aon- 
cj^l^^Qj^ our, person, a«» ii^.W#^ J5^^ 
^ dip^Yfery pf a, Bible miglit ,h»^;}^riEyMig)it m 
in contact with the Inquisitors and Inqnisi- 
tipiu I hate, tb^ society of batts ^d .(whh which 
c^url; the. aight.; ^ eyexy such rem^ml^iw^. fans 
anew the, amor ,patrice, wheye, .**, tWugb. oqr 
dee.(dl^;bQ rpproved^" we dp not <|sbffu;l^ Vghf^' 
l^is is the punctum ^aliens of B^tain'^ ,£l(Nry. 
Here pe i^ere treated at the ,^Q ;vfi^ ^9^^. 4. k» 
pbin^i ^ias/ecUher-brgth. Q^e pf puir^pa^s 
more c^iioi:^ than the jrest, ft/am somei fp^ebp^r 
ing, judging unfavourably perhaps froin qi^ ^r^ 
ception ijnto ^he confines of Sardinia's )w£s 
having gp;pe into the kitche% beheld, with ^ 
proper eyes ,^^ the whole art and myst^ry^' of ,^ 
Italian purine. A poor fowl w:as^ lulled and 
spalded in a vessel of boiling wateir^.tp l^jing cffi 
the feathep^ apd this iwater^ with. its j^li^tipj^^. 
was in diie time converted into soup ; ,ai^ jtjie 
said soup, when brought to table, actu^y ,4i9r 
covered p^t of the plumage it had. fie^ed^ 
detach.^ It, as well as the fowl) WHsmf^n^^isr, 
missed, of C0jur^e,^frpm our table, as the fMU^pupi^, 
we had heard was quif^ satisfying^ so far, ^ they, 
were concernejit 
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tip^«4lit^MI^ we haS jpriM^ov^ Afi^ p]^ediii| 

WQi^^asicJdthvtmgb Vaiiese, wh^e W6 niadci In- 
qiii|^r$iAiettt^e cultiti^ t)f the silk-wbrin, sBid 

W«iie:rt arrived at Arona, and revisited wittf 
oiyrfiieMD^^thii statue of San OarloBorkom^o. 
At Bis^^tmir we v^hjoyed an excursion on the 
lafcA^^ iiiWlBbfroiti^kn Islands, reaoh^ Domo-' 
doiB^ oil^P^idajr, and erossed the Simpli>il on 
Sktnfdky. 'AJbbutinid-day, the air was 62^ Fahr., 
w«fe^;53*'Fahr, We arrived at Bri^ in the Val- 
hils^ latcf in- die evenings wherd We remain^' tilf 
Monday ''mdi-nin^, and 6n' that day tei^ted'at' 
TiWtemii^e,' and revisited its beautiful ca^' 
cade. Tlks'fme witterfaB niay be compared to 
d-descend£fig sheet of snow, terminating' in a* 
fimnt^ df sn<yw beneath, of a somewhat bluish' 
tifat ftytt^d'iti bentre, atlil blanchied Still more 
toWHiid its'tei^gi.' We were detained here at 
a very* wrttuhed ' intij where the wini^s were 
intolerable, 'and the char^6 khaihetill. Hie 
dress of th« landli^y was of the ihbstgTo-^ 
tesqne and fentastid kind, and sets at defiance '^ 
any deseription of mine ; she was, ho^ey)er, in 
hcfir ^' Sundays b^t,^' it being tC grtb'd laiM '' 
day. We w^e sadly afraid of bein^ K^p^' here ' 
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fiU^tlie n^t) asjffiterriHe dcbaelrlifld already 
cteM^]^ ^cr^t<oadr tkrie lKiileftt6ni«!sdTb totirai?^ 
^1^1^:1 > ^%# s^n^of destfilsdont wisr^tinily f^^ 
ittSdable Md frigtofiil, iiliid tlm^VBatrntimLv^ 
^t^t^siT^. The*^ bridge wA6 Ua^^^Avmyi ^wM. 
biafaif^fd t)bnc!fijd]f thie imkig.; rooks -v^e scattered 
h^reatiidt' there over aii immense surface^ aiid 
tlM R&<me was ffUed up by the torrent of rocks, 
\<4&ch *theal]pui^ cataFaet had hurled into its 
b^ and contracted > to nearly ton&^fbmrth of its 
original width. Though numbers of ^eop3b had 
been employed the entire dayt previous in ttenm 
pioi^sirily riepdring tii« road with brushwood, &o. 
iv^efound terbssm^ a ^inatUer of some difficulty; 
however j withliie aid df two good horses, and the 
persons on the road, tiie^ vehicle was transport- 
ed across^ tJioughi in' great danger of hmg over- 
turned^^ while we waded in the best manner we 
cotild.' ' H<tt*ses^<4nd'Waggoi»3 had, previous^ to 
tbkf hilM>ttr, been/ almost swamped in passmg. 
The temperature of the Rhone here was 53^ 
Fahr: ' ^^ar this is a bridge aonote the Rholie^ 
edfidtic^ng to the^'^ths of - Xioeohe^ which 
are tken/niAl.' 'At the chiefs sduice of rAese 
spriii^, the tempa*atwpe is 128? Fahr, imd sup« 
pli(di^-^tt^' to ^dx^' cubic inches in a oontkitied 
^tt^Smii ^meiof^^estreiinis deposit pet^xide 
of irdn,^ but thttt coHed Ae^Oklbad is the taoitt 
r^lttiirklibl^ for the animid and'V^;«table being 
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wfaieh fit iwusiBbeak Tfo temperature • is •. rl 30^ 
Faiizv;: aiid^yet the bed oCits stream is '<^arpeted' 
with a (kind of eonfervoy and -its eig^ fringed 
with the' same pkuat ; add to tlao^i lar»€B .o| ti^ 
Musca f Camehon float i^i^ive^'in its^ t0iH4^ 
waters, in which aa> egg may b)9 toleraUy ^ooq}m 
ei:. We remained' for the night at Sier^e^ati 
a cbmfdirtable inn^ rendered more cheerfu} hf^ 
the pkasantry of it^ inmates. Om supper (;f<»^ 
really the Roman ce9UB is even now, especially! 
i&Itaiy, kept in rem^nbrance, and serves as 
tbe^principal meal) was good : among the nuiaew 
rotts dishes' wais the ttfUd pigeon^ whieh is ioft^i^ 
shot in^ -the woods. The church o£ Sierre sports 
ed its. best vestments^ and the people wore holi- 
day suits, as it was a JSte. A good many/bee^ 
are rearedabottt Sierre: anddiewineis remark«> 
ably iine^ chiefly white, and possesses somewhat 
of the raisin flavour; wine has been made in this 
vicinity, which has brought five francs the bot- 
tle. ■ • • . • • •' -li . 

On> the road next morning, towajfd Sion, we 
noticed several mountain slips, and near 4to the 
capital of the Vallais, the divided Rhone en^ 
braced several small islands^ crowned with trc^fis 
and pasturage £or cattle. I perceived the JDij^c^ 
ot»/k/&»|}imtamong the waynnde plants. £ar]^i?i 
UiB day we arrived at the^town: the ci^ten^ weite 
q£ lapis oUaris or potsUme* One of th^-foiiuir 
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8^ eiwad«iiVtf«th]»e diSbfentfovfida^^ vMhh lure 

'ibfiisg^ilib^ihoe "WfS^^ : (he mekn 

diBmperadute of ihid pari of^ theVAllMS for ^tiie 

i}«mr|! inny tSieiKfore be «lat6ct ihl^ 55"" fUu*. We 

'^HOiJkm Wfdk ta a ednrent of Cdpacbine; they were 

^«iig|iged,^lrtp8 at dinner, and we sauntered into 

"^tlie gaardM in the mean timeybnt saw nothing but 

00116 of 43ib voiBerable dirty wretches who belonged 

'^ the conyent, an armless friar, filthy. like 

>aQ Ms^ brethren of the Capuchin tribe, for they 

are most neglectful of personal cleanliness. The 

> gkrden was tolembly suj^lied with leeks, cab- 

■bages, and crater Inelons, but the only shrub or 

flower was sl marvel of Pent, and I marvelled 

bow it got; there. Over the entrance gate was 

this elegant eompliment to the fair sex, written 

iii chalk: 

^' Pedsima res mulier est, 
Beatus cui hac caret**' 

On our ascent to this beggar's den, we noticed 
a shrine erected to the Madonna, with a promise 
on the part of the bishop of Sion of an indtUgerice 
of forty days for singing or saying a specific 
Quantum of Ave Marias ; as the day was a fSte, the 
natives were as listless and as lazy as could be. 
There repose hefe the bones of a saint called 
Will : many are his miracles, and truly numerous 
Witire the pilgrims. In our inn I noticed a cu- 



TwmimQ]^^^^ hBTom^rJoami 0f 'Jim aiRaiia 

tiBue ^ tl^y jn^unt^d iM/stefMS, and;wbe9^^tke 
weaiber :W/^ Mi, they d^fic^^d^ aoAl ftbpt i«t 
its foot ; .a f^wjOies g^veii them oooa^ioflfttlil^is 
all the food the J require. In a atale o( fi^e^dom^ 
they climb trees in search of in^ecl^, h^nioe the 
speci^c nqmo ; and make a peculiar. noi^o^.belWe 
rain. ,...■;... ■••.•. )^: xx: -ai- 

I called op.a m^dipsd gentleman, and Jmdi.a 
good deal of conversation with him on the sub- 
ject of bronchocek' or goiture, .and, he> informed 
me that the hydriodate ofpotasm appUed witli 
lard externally l^y friction as an uis^^t, had 
proved in almost every instance emii^^tly effi- 
cacious in obliterating the tumoiu*, which had 
been in many cases extremely large. Water 
boiled at Sion at 206° 5', oscillating to 208° Pahr. 
while the air was 69° Fahr, Whether or not this 
singularity was attributable to an electrical cause, 
I do not presume to determine, but I fefsl persuad- 
ed that this method cannot be satisfi^tprily ap- 
plied to the measurement of altitudes. In .1818 
I was with Captain Basil Hall, when this expe- 
liment was repeated on the SimplQn, with an 
ipstrument eonstructed under th^, immediate 



salicti(mef;Bev^€liidFBAKCl8 ^f^liLiiSTON^ and' 
it t^BS fbimdr^diatt'.tke- rasults did not At all* as^ 
siBii[9at»witIijt]u>fi8«iiidieated by the barometer* 
Anrfanalym of the watetsc^ the^fonntai|l8 which 
siqiply the 4owb^ ' gaawe me' evideniee of • sulphaies 
of' Utn^ snA^magmsia^ muriate of sodoj |r^. We 
went to examine an kospitid not fiur from the 
inn^ Betred by the ^^ Soeurs dela charite,'' here 
called Stmtrs hUmehes. A laughing sylj^ about 
twenty*twa years old, led us througli the build- 
ing, which seemed good in Hs arraiiigmients, 
and certainly the devoted services of these nse^ 
fid and mimtdridus' women command our re- 
spect aiid admiration. On the road toward 
Martigny we were amused with a person who 
exhibited his musical powers, oh to t«^ a new 
kind of iiMStrument, and one of the most simpie 
form ; it consisted merely of a leafroYLeA up like^a 
fillet, kept almost entirely within the mbuth. Hie 
tone much resembled that of the clarionet: 

We arrivediat Martigny on Tuesday evening 
abdut 7 o^clddt. I called at the Pribry of ihe 
Augufittins^ dnd was introduced to the venerable 
priory tvhiim we liad^previously sieen at the Greiat 
St:Bernar£ ^ I' had some pleasant conver^tion 
with him, and was glad to find he had much re- 
coT^ered irom his indisposition. He informed 
tiie that the weather had' Ibeen constancy bad 
since he: had Visited the Hoi^ice. ^ Four moiUcs 
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always reside at tte Priory ;' aiad wbefti'atiy areill^ 
at the St Bernard, a oonolave as liekl a&to tbfe suV .\ • 
stitatioiu • • I wtot oviBr the l^ufldiiigi^ ^e bMar 
were ^^trery . eommon, and some i<)f die^ rooms/ 
seemed under r^air ; that in whkb HAisayhtfyv ' 
slept, was particularly pointed out. The uppers 
flocKrs seemed chiefly nsed as granaries. Tlw 
Refeetory was bdng painted. They had just 
dined, and sUver sdvers witli maearoons, fruits^ 
&c.^ and various wines^ still remained on the^ 
taUe. At Martigny, water boiled at llO^ The 
temperature of the fountain was 52° Falur« Hie 
water wa& tested by the usual ohemical reagents 
employed in analysis, but they produced no ef**; 
feet whatever. I mfetred firoin thence that th^ ' 
water was remarhably pure and wholesome^- 
The mean temperature for the year at Martigny 
may be stated at 52'' Fahr. 

We left Martigny at six a. m« The clouds were 
low, and possessed a very aerial character : they 
seemed to sleep tranqmlly on the bosom of the 
mountain. TfaetemperatureoftheDrailsewas43^y 
and that of the Rhone 50^ The small patches of 
pasturage on the left were enamelled with the au^* ; 
tunmal crocus : on this side we visited tJie cascade ' 
of Salanehe, and^ as we circumscribed oui' stl»- 
tion, had fall in front the various segaeilts of Ibe 
semicircular arch, glowing with all the eoldurs 
of -the iris. ^On the p^ht 'the fitobaw'bf$<»iti^ 
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focmad bjr tiiit^ desoMit <of the Caterer. 'Bjr thiik' 
viewing the considerably projeding -cnrve idf 
sheeted waler, we could f orm a toknrahle eskitiikte 
of Us tliieknesB thus apparent at the ^Agei W^ 
came at length to St Maurice^ which may bd 'CSiA^* 
laddw p(»tal of the Vallais. Not far /from iStmse}^ 
legead tells us, that the Christian ^oldiets of thiil^ 
Thdiiai^ Legion were destroyed by the Bm^eiiMS 
Maxihuiiak, in the year 320. The InOdge ^^^^ 
{dfliys ea lofty areh, and the gate^ its e^dr^tiifity !li^ 
shutoTery night About threeq^iaiWis dfiiteStf^ 
^om 8t Maurice, is a hermiteg^, -and on a-^dMti^ 
geious ^eoipiee, and at a vast altitude, a cha]^^ 
of Notre iDame du Sea> — ^what an ubiquity (omMHP' 
/>rei6ii0e:2(» had confined to Deity) is p^s a^ g^ctf 
by^ouT'La^^ aikl how protean and^diversifletf^ 
are her bam^t This hermitage, I believe, ia^i 
still tenanted by a po<»* map, who has beete^ blihif 
many^y^ars, and the laruly dangerows pSgrimag^^' 
is^miidetbyk^n twice a day, by a tMuoui9>iiiid' ' 
pradpittiuB -path, to the atrial Afodonna. If^ 
obasrveAdn St Maurice the mistletoe fa^e'ianct^' 
there suqpeaded over the doors of the hot^es,'*' 
and it waa-^intereetii^g to witness the singultf"' 
qottlraet^xf Gatholiciim and Protestimtisih.' On ' 
one ndi^of i^ bridge we found a& the happin^^^ 
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^Hg^ W#l ! W %; m4 41U% ldi» uiirariiUe ftaliim 
^fyq^oliq to^wtry ;--^we aeT^ saw i(ii 

>j3^^^.}iki90ii6, disecMse called^'^itre^ aiid that 
olditeration of mnd ealled ere^icn^ seem botk 
e^^smiq ia th« Yallais. The former i^n attanis 
a^ijl^fgaituidfy of which we can in duBOoniitry 
ffifll^i.po ooppf^taoHs though in Derbyshire liieiie 
g^ff^llsnt .ecxcresoences are sometimes £ormi-^' 
duljf^^ ,j(^^r erosmig Mont Cenis, fromTurift- 
in^ ^av^y^^we have, between the foot of the 
]]|9ji^t0in and Aigv/Adky met witb goitures so 
mqpstrousy that they were literally encased in a 
fn^^ afid cast over the shoulder, to avaid being 
tr^jipiq^led on; and in one small town^ we were 
ui^Qnned that more than one-half the inhabit 
tffi^ were tlNd victims of this extraordinary exr 
pansipAand elongation of the thyroid gland* ^ 
^^H^cdjbi^ to pur repeated observations^ this 
dc^ftdJ^ul disease is Jimnd mly in such vaU^y& aa 
c<ffi;)l^^a bmnid and sta^pmnt atmosphere) where 
a.^e cii^pulation of air is ex«luded»;by the^val-* 
ley^hfaing,as.itweref.shut up at csie or both ends* 
OCthisOesqription die Vallai* ia aUffiU^ple, a»il. 
so^, valleys in Savoy iUufijtrate.the^saiae pos^*- 
ti^v^i Tbisi tpo» will be fo^nd^tbefioatmses lof Am 
lo^^tjr Jn Dc^rbysbir/^ wA p^u :W^exlMa in 
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Denbighshire. That pensoiis undei: die influence 
of goiture may emigrate, is evident ; and it is 
therefore clear that we cannot calcixjate from an 
insulated fact, presented here and there in th« 
pkdn. We must have palpable evidence of the in- 
digenous or native seat of the disease, where it 
grows spontaneously. The conditious^stipulated 
will be found the invariable accompaniment ; at 
least I am acquainted with no well defined or 
characterized exception. Diversified, indeed, 
have been the opinions entertained on the ccmse 
of lids disease, and these contrarieties have 
been numerous, — ^nor has any satisfactory opi- 
nion been adopted. Some have ascribed it to 
the air, some to water, some to one thing, some 
to another. We think, however, that when 
the evidence is properly weighed, there can be 
only one safe and decided conclusion, that which 
ascribes it to the stagnant vapours in the lower 
atmosphere,, undianged or unrenewed by the 
breeze; but, in conjunction with other circum- 
stances, — ^when the cuticular surface, after be- 
ing exposed to a high temperature, and thus Imr 
ving the orifices of perspiration opened, is sud- 
denly checked by cold proceeding from radiation, 
&c. while the system still remains in the dense 
and humid atmospheric medium. As we ascend 
toward the Alpine height, the goiture, which 
was perceived so common in the valley, gra- 
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dtiftlly * disiippeare, and Anally entirely vliAtthesi 
leating not a trace behind^ for instance,' be^ 
tWefen Gfaambery aiid the lofty rai^ of Mount 
Oehis. There are two viDages in the VaUais, 
a little eletated abore the valley, almost oppo- 
i^ite to each olber: <me has a «mi^ and the 
other a norih aspect; the former is overran with 
goiture, while the latter is without a single ^* 
ample. To those who have ascribed it to drink- 
ittg iee^old water merely, it may be sufficient to 
r^ly, that, in lofty regions, where the only 
beverage is the water of the glacier, the disease 
is entirely unknown ; and, with rei^^ect to the 
opiniefn that attributes it to extrcmecfits matters 
dissolved in the water, we might ask. Why 
is the cUsease not endemic in those districts of 
Norfolk^ where we have analytically found the 
water so very ^^hard," and so exceedingly char- 
ged with sulphate of lime ? And at Mart^y, 
as has beeik stated, the waiter used is exceedingly 
Mrfik, being free from foreign impregnation. As 
to the vnean temperature of the year at Martigny 
or ^n, as deduced, from that of the springs, 
there appears no clew or data whatever. The 
mere beveri^ of ice-cold water ctfeney without 
any o&er adjunct, is, in likemamier, insnii- 
cient to account for the phenomenon, because, 
among the higher Alps, water at'38% as we have 
found #faeD in a state of fevered' excitement^ 
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y^^fecAy safe and hinoMotte;^ Tdiemifi/i^ 
slidtdd mi Have daxteA to repeat isneb an experi- 
iMnt mider JtiiitiiliM' circuixistancei^ in ibe jdain'^ 
B^'gifiture^ it is evident, may bid prcdtrced by^ 
drittkb^ water ai a very low ten^etature, wbeii 
libe medium in whieb the system ir plunged is 
ittiiformly bigb, and where, as in a stagnant 
vrfleyy there are few &esh currents of air to re- 
new the' atmosphere, which hence necessarily 
remains humid. The system is Ibus imequaUy 
balanced: it is acted on from the vnterior by the 
ice-cold water, and from tvithout by an atmos- 
phere radsed frxnn ITC* to 8(f, and loaded with 
vajknm ^Ther^ sieemti to me no doubt whatevth:', 
bcrt' atteii^n^ to the temperature of the water* 
wiotrH entirely 'debtee the prevalence of gdfture, ' 
atid meanid the' most simple would accomrpUsh' 
this desirable end. A dark stone heated in th6 
stu^tbekm^ or otherwise, would raise the tetnpera;- 
ture of the water, atid this maintained about the' 
mean temperature of the year in the Vallais 
would be quite effective. 

Haller attributed the goiture to the perni- 
cious influence of noxious currents of air sweep- 
ing through the valley. M. Reynier and others 
have noticed, that goitures, accompanied with 
cretinism, are more frequent in sheltered places, 
where the air cannot be purified by being reno- 
vated. Dr Zinc seems to think that the goi- 
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t\u;e in^y be produced artificiaUy^ bf d^ilU^ing 
cold' waiter, when heated^ and Jb^ jag^in di^^ir 
p^ted.by drinking much warm water. .Jfie suc^ 
cefds in extirpating the goiture, by e^iploying 
iodine as an unguent, and, if rightly p^^pared^' it 
does not stain the skin. He has even succeeded 
by applying it to a totally different part of ttb^ 
ai^m^ sm:&ce. I have rested long 4>p. this isor, 
pic> but I feel its vast importance, a^nd ^^^Ikxious 
to contribute my personal obf ervations and ^r^ar: 
sQpingB, induced by the focts presented to view- 
in. the course of my inquiries* In the poor 
ci^i^^ tbe Scripture language is, li^aUy Y^i 
fied ; ." Eyes have they^.but se^ q^t^; ;they. baice 
e^,, but hear not, neither dot they^j^pf^i^oni 
tb^ throat :" — they are the aiiU^fmi^ Aj^ hiupa 
iifjl^ire^— locomotive indeed^ but tlff> me^.;;KUiwc 
oj^.^for exterior,^— the floating wr^k^ojT matter,) 
foji^iififi edifice of. mind i& in .ruip,,.and thf^.exterr 
n^ senses seem obedient to pyp voU^n«.^ -., .. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



BEX AND ITS SALINES-r-GEKEYA REYISITED-i- 
SUNDAY — F£TE D*EAU — YYERDUN — -NEUF* 
CHATEL. 



^T E arriYcd at Beic about eleven a. bc mi the 
17th August, and paid an early visit t» ihe mXt 
mine, or rather Brine Springs. We had an kir 
teresting walk along a fine declivity, cmnmanding 
an extensive view of the rich alluvial pasturages 
beneath--^the sptdia bpima of the rapid Rhon^ 
embracing a verdant isle in the amis of its em- 
bouehure. We entered the galleries of the S»^ 
line by the principal entrance to the Grand R^ 
servoir, 750 feet from the opening, passing that 
of the mineral water impregnated with sulphu- 
retted hydrogen on the right. The works ex- 
tend under ground 4000 feet ; immense^ indeed, 
and extensive are the excavations. Beyond the 
Great Reservoir is a wheel, thirty-six feet in 
diameter, which raises the saline water from the 
wells; and, still further, are a variety of transverse 
and intersecting galleries. There is also an air 
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gallery, to ventilate the mine. The various 
wells were sunk, one in 1741, two in 1747, and 
one in 1781, in an argillaceous rock, having 
much the appearance of decomposed schistus. 
The strata decline at an angle i}{ 40° to 45°, and 
their general direction runs from N. E. to S. W. 
From the horizontal gallery we ascend to the 
gresit wheel by 800 steps. One of the wells is 
600 feet deep; and fifty ladders form the descent 
to the well called Bouillet These Salines fur- 
nish 15,000 quintals of salt annually, and the 
s«H supplies about oi^e-tentji of the entire con- 
sumption of the Canton of Beme^ the rest being 
obtained from Savoy and France. By the ac-> 
pmmfi of M. Struve ^, it seeps that the SaUnea 
grease in their supply* The sources of the 
Bto Sueoes furnished in 1795, 18^.045 quintals 
of salt ; and in 1802, ia,80Q quintals. The Sa- 
Unes are 886 feet highearthun B^x, and 2214 
feel above the level oi the sea* In 1684, they 
paaeied from tl^ aiM^ieut fijtxoily.of Thormann 
mU^, the himds of the republieof Bietme. Char- 
P£NTi£a has ioxm^iodim in the nu^tber waiters 
of the Brine, and Bauf bus detected the pre- 
sence otpoiassa* 

The water, originally weak, is raised by a 
groat wheel from the . B.es^rvoir, supplied by 

* Description abreg^ des Salines i Lausanne, 1804, p. 57. 
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Bobt^ranean pipeii from the miiif;, .imdifalliag 
through scaflfoldix^ supporting a platform ^ 
brushwood, part ,<^ the water, by the process of 
evaporation, meanwhile diffuses into thf^.n^os- 
{Aere, and leaves the remainder :lesii capi^ble of 
dissolving the mos^ insoluble salt. The sul- 
phate of , lime is, therefore, in the filtration of 
the water through the brushwood, deposit^ as a 
crust on the twigs; and thus the water whieh 
falls into the tank beneath is less impregpatod 
with sulphate of lime, and more Tv;ith muriate of 
soda, or common salt, which is emin^tly soluble: 
this process, frequently repeated, highly infsreases 
the density of the Eau Salie. The entire plie- 
nomena afford a beautiful illustration of what 
may be called a chemico-mechanical proo^|9S* 
From this tank the water is conveyed to the 
boiler by subterranean pipes. The temperature 
of the water at this spot issuing from the up- 
right pump was 58° 5, and the air 4&% though, 
near the great wheel, it sunk to 43°. The weak- 
est Eau. Sal6e here contamed sulphate (^ limey 
su^fhate of soda, and muriates of sddaand ma^ 
nesia. The sulphate ofUme considerably exceed- 
ed the muriates in quantity. Air at . the en- 
trance of the Grand Gallery of the mine. 03° 5' ; 
farther in it rose to 69°. In other places the 
temperatures were 59°, 61°, and 66°; that of the 
saline spring in the mine was 51° 5. By chemical 
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iMtay I found thftt the strongest Eau Sal^ We 
eontained inore of the muriates and less of the gut- 
pkaiee. We were told that the air within varied 
at different times, and that from lO"" to W R. 
(from 55*^ to 6^ F.) were the usual limits *of 
range. An immense space had been recently 
excavated to be converted into a salt magazine. 
I detached from the wall a large specimen of 
wmriacUe. We were afterwards conducted 
through a long gallery, between walls of gyp- 
Hum, by rather a steep staircase, to the main 
m^voir containing the water. It is 320 feet 
iik cirottmference. We walked round it, and 
finally inspected the metre of discharge, where 
a float attached to a lever moves an index, which 
registers the amount of flow. The workmen 
receive ten batcen per diem ( Is. 3d.) The tem- 
perature of the fountains in this district gave 
me 32°. A very beautiful weeping and graceful 
wiUow overhangs one of the fountains. 

On our return from the Salines, we came up 
with an old woman, who might be termed the 
ancient sybil of the place, and whose appearance 
and manners in the olden time would certainly 
have proeured for her the epithet of ^^ witch," 
She had been gathering herbs, and while she 
carried a staff in one hand, the other held a 
siramonium plucked up by the root. She was 
shrewd and ^^ knowing^' in her remarks, but all 

H 
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our questions gained nothing but evasive ian- 
swers. We returned by the side of a hill : be- 
neath us the plain seemed very rich, wais laid 
out in parallel patches, and winded through a 
fine meadow and park. At Bex many workmen 
were employed in raising the pavement, which 
seemed once to have been a cemetery adjoining 
the church; they turned up human bones in 
great quantities, and raised them up in ridges. 
Goiture b^ns here to be common, on the side 
of the Canton de Vaud. A druggist informed 
me, that the only remedy adopted at Bex for its 
extirpation was the hydnodate of potassa and 
lard, applied externally by friction to the tu- 
mour, and that it had been entirely effectuaL 
The temperature of two fountains at Bex v^as 
53^ ; over one of these was a fine weeping wil- 
low. 

Soon after leaving Bex,- at six o'clock a. m,, 
we observed on the left a fine garden, with a 
fountafai playing in the centre : and two beauti- 
ful herons, one On each side of the marble basin, 
form^ a scene at once gracefol and pictu- 
resque. , On pur way to Lausanne we passed 
through Villeneuve, but as there did not seeni 
any thing of peculisgr interest in tlie town, we 
mimediately went forward to Chillon; the charm 
of the mystic nustletoe, however, does. not seem 
to be forgotten here any more than at St lilau- 
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rice. We revisited the walls and dungeons of 
Chillon, entering the fortress over the draw- 
bridge ; the air without in the shade was 72^5 ; 
ihat of the sur£BLce water of the lake 64^5. and 
the atmosphere of the dungeon 62°.5, being 10° 
lower than the air without ; and I therefore in- 
fer^ that the temperature for the year must be here 
sustained at a more uniform rate, and be le^s 
subject to vicissitudes, than the external cli- 
mate, and that, though this be less than the ajr 

without in summer, it must, ccBteris paribus^ foe 

>i » • 

higher in winter, being so sustained by the more 
uniform temperature of the waters of the lake, 
in which the dungeon rock is so deeply imbed* 
ded. 

Advancing towards Vevey, we observed pf^o- 
ple m the fields busily employed in topping the 
shoots of the Indian com. In this part of the 
country, the houses have projecting roofs, which 
serve not only as shade and shelter, but become 
subservient to the protection of the crops ; and 
we noticed flax, Indian com, &c. thus preserved 
from wet. DurinAa few hours stay at Vev^^ 
I consulted the liminimetre. There is a distinct 

. . . . ■ . ■ ■ . ■ I . • . ^ r 

line pointing out its level in ISlTy thus regis- 
tered, ^' 62 pouces de cette li^e;" the rise 
therefore was considerable. The liminimietise 
indicated l&O.l^. The level of the lake was 



now sinking; it had been two feet h^or in, tke 
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pcecediiig year than its maximum altitude in 
this. ^ 

On our return to Lausanne, we visited Gib- 
bon's lii]>rary, and among the 1m)oks found seve- 
^I editions of the J5t&fe, Latin and Englisli; 
This was a volume we least expcicted to meet 
with ; and could it have told the secret history 
of its once inquisitorial possessor, what a tale 
would have been unfolded ! I accidentally met 
with my old friend here, Senor Carlo Di (jim- 
BERNAT, with whom, when chargi d^affa^es for 
the King of Bavaria at the Court of Naples, in 
1818, 1 had made many an mteresting geological 
excursion. I fciow no one more devoted'to tfie 
<^(|,use and interest oi science; lie lias inade nu- 
qierous interesting experiments in the (3rater of 
Vesuvius, and visited it not far 'short o^ fiftv 
ti]Dies. He remained forty days, during i£e pe- 
riod of the equinoxes, watching the phenomena 
of the intermitting or reciprocating spring'at t^ie 
Yi^aPliniana^ on the Lake of Conio, and^ain en- 
tire winter amone: the snows and sfTaciero of 
Ghamouni. Ite had recendlr been making ei^ 
TO^^ents on a peculiar sul^tmce he foiind lii 
the thermal and sulphureted waters of Yverdtm, 
whicbk he had previously discovered on the sur- 
f|^e of the Monte Epopeo^ in the island of Tschia, 
in i^e Giil^ of Naples, which has been described 
ill a. communication transmitted to the Linnean 

•• ."- f -v.- ■<. ?i U. T;,..| . .'{ .'.\ > I. M« . > 'fill • 
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Society through me. While our friends went 
fp^ard to Geneva by the packet, we remaihed 
to enjoy th^ interesting conversation and c6in- 
^ny of my old friend} and on the Saturday 
Qiorning rejoined them, hut only to take our 
le^ye, ^s they were going through France, and 
we purposed to visit the north of Switzerland. 

At Geneva we found every thing in complete 
c<>nfusion and uproar ; and it was with the ut- 
most difficulty we could procure accommodation 
Qi the Hotel de la Balance. All this bustle wad 
9wing to a sham fight, or yste (JFeat^ which was 
to take place on the following day, Sunday, on 
the lake. In conformity with this, it was or- 
dered that the public worship at the several 
churches should commence at seven and nine 

O^CLOCK A. M., AND FINISH AT A QUABiTER PAST 

TEN, SO that no interruption should be given' to 
this trumpery rar6e show, for it was literally 
nothing better. So much for the religion of the 
^hurch of Geneva. Let those who vindicate her 
creed tell us whethei; the statutes and ordinances 
of Heaven are to be subordinated to any secula- 
rity whatever. This appeal is not made to th^ 
infidel, .'* who cares for none of these' thiiigs,*' 
but to the individual who profeikse|i a belief^ In 
Christianity, and considers the cpmnuuid of Je- 
hovah paramount. Such ah individual must find 
himself in a dilemma, so long as it is written iH 
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t^.st^uta kmk of Haayep, " Rei^eii^ir tl^.^^br 

^V^Iioi}.,8h^ dp no murder:" fto^/tweijjd engraved 
op ,t};i^ jame; tables of: fstone by the fipgier of Q^d. 
, ,l!Fe were told that the churches had been jaear^ 
ly desi^rted on this memorable mommg ; such are 
tl^, practical effects of the morah of the ethics 
taught at Geneva. In thisy^fe ^eav^ the boats 
ij^reredre^^ed out in all their frippery and finery. 
^^ saw.tbem late on the Saturday eyeiiiing, an4 
1jbe*e|ith^ exhibition, we belieye, lyoul^l scarcely, 
aippi^it^to ^tolerably decent puppet-show ; buf; 
w^^ 4^' ifot jij^ilnass it, as ]M[, Malan's chu^qb 
H^ opt^Bod ^1^ the usual hour. -, Diun^r was pre- 
pared for 500 at an inn on the yerge of the lake. 
'J(!^e, party included th|e syndics and tl^e conf€t/ 
(if'e^qf..I]^,thp, evening there was to be ap exhi- 
bition pf ^^WQrksj and at night we were dpr 
^virbed^^fEJ^^noyed by a cavalcade and proces- 
^ip^ pf^the fellows, who had figured, in the boats 
duf ii|g^ tlfe ^j at the shjam fights, in tb^ dress of 
Jv^X^ ^ y^erines, with cut^a^e^ and, ca^ra- 
^in^ ^P(f9^ du^ty and 4i^k^ ?^^^if^|^<>^^ 
^^^i^ ;W^ *9J?9b'BS »»d kfet^ecb^i^s. . ./.^ese 
,f^^brate4>ftf([iu9C»n^entshaye regular periodic re- 
.turp^. ..Thus l^u^h fpr^.the solenmUie&, of a Suur 

In the Place eftt Mdard, laboiu^rs jafmtaat 
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themselves for hire every Sunday morning. Some 
of ilfjem ^oine fiH)iii agreat''di6taTiicei WraivWe' 
«^^et6tobd, occasionally ei^t ' t6 iiii l^iiies;* 
Tliey Vin^ with thim th^tf sicklei ind'scyth^fe,' 
spa4esy pickaxes, and i^ox^ls. Hei^e^'W^ cer- 
t&olj the ^ labourers standing idte iil iJie tnar- 
ket place,*' but where is " rirk lokd OV the 
VINEYARD?* " ThoushakdonoMmnerqfivtMf'ki^ 
&c. seems, in Geneva, to belong to ^ i^leiid' lan- 
guage, or to be void of meaning altogefner; 
for, generally, with exception perhaps of 'thfe 
short period of public worship, and sonii^imes 
eWn this is forgotten, " all manner "bf ^ork" in 
watchmaking, jewelleryj &6. goe]s on as'i^^i' 
*ftie w^es of a day labouifer during the lifctVei€ 
werb about Is. 2d. per (iay,'bi6side6 k'boiU^'^ 
vnne^ and soup morning and evening.''' * ' '• 

/From the Cathedral of Si Pil^ri*' we 'enjoyed 
an extensive view. In tihie tbWer We * saw the 
ifhe Silver bell, the tone of \^hich is indeed sweet 
and silvery. It is said to VefeKSoO'lb. "the 
tongue is of iron, and is movieid' by i4' leathWn 
strap. '^ It soulids the alarm in csi^ of &«, bitt 
otherwise is not used. Th^ suspehi^Oti Mndge 
livery fine, and worthiy off iSriritV it was ertcWd 
in' 1^23. We obiserved iii ^tir p^atilbijiitioti's 
the hbuse'from the prbjectiri^'wuifliiw of "Mlnth 
Calvin addresised the pbj^iila^e; dhdiaUtogethei* it 
recalled to our minds the house ^ J^eTk K)^<^i 
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y^P^:., i asVed ^rjeii^p^otablprlopl^il^ penson' tohU^ 
nf ^, where ,1 qouI^ ^nd . out the^l^puse wberel - A^ 
celel»*ated Caj-vu^. once Kyed^ .he wiu^. soriy, 
however^ he ^said^ to confess that he did not know 
whom I iQeantL for he had not heard the name of 
i]xegentleincm before. 

The ecclesiasjlioal court of Geneva is^jnajoagcii 
som^whal^ likf^ that of the Church of Sqotland; 
and candidates for the ministi^jr. gp. through • an 
almost similar .course.of study and,el(am]^atian. 
The title /2r(jpo9<m applies to the individuals when 
he enters the pri<^sthood; but when he is set 
apart to the charge of a parish, he then assumes 
the jppithet pasteifr. The oldest pastor of the 
city takes the title dfyyen^ and the president over 
the weekly convocation, or assembly of pasteurs, 
which meet, as in the presbyteries of the Church 
of .Scotland, to regulate ecclesiastical afiairs, is 
called^ as in Scotland, imderatorj though, in the 
latter, the presbytery is monthly. 

CALvi:N^th^, celebrated reformer, has Tendered 
the naipQ of . Qepeva jSLeax to religion ; ^ and his 
" In8i^tute8,".iliQUgh certainly not free from ^x-r 
ror, a^e Wl^ Jby the. majority of protestants as 
the mofift happy compendium of^the^Doctaunes of 
Christiapi|y ^at wfust lever co^qeixed b^ the. 
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jUM d)r nllkn. "IVe 6iily stand^^bf a^I^, in 
tl\l^l^[tte8^tiriirth^ reteUli^ teiikStd^ and by this 
tcM t&ejf^ kiist itttod 0^ Mil So^Usfay niay 
^idguiie d^ p^ffVert^ Mit thie tdtiiA, i!in1biA»^ 
prejudice dr precbhcerred opinion/is 'the only 
legithnaite jtidge. It must be hdnest to it^el^, 
and dddUe in the things which belong ilio (jbb, 
'<dse tt ban haver neither part noriot in this' Mat- 
ter. John Calvin was elected Prof essbr^'c* 
l%Mbgy itf 1536, and foutid^ the Cdll%e in 
r^69, ti^ether with the Academy aiid PixMb 
MhiNtry, *^d died on 27th May 1564. Wk 
4eiih, observes PiCbT, Professor of History iii 
fh^ Aeai^ibiy of Geneva, occ^oded a 'general 
ittibifmittg in the city. Every oiie believeid thai, 
itt'his loss, he had indeed lost a pr6p, protecto^ 
lind IfiEitherj and that even the future hope of the 
republic was eclipsed. All ranks and conditions 
accompanied his remains to their laiit repose^ 
Atid hf their tears testified that their grief was 
indeed sincere. He has been accdsed by the 
enemies of christiaiiity as tolisenting to the 
death of Servetus, and some other acts of seve- 
rity*: nbr do we by any means hold him ^It-^ 
I^s' in these regjpects ; but, as Picct justl^ ob» 
serves, ^ th^ acts were dtiributable rathet to 
^jtc^s^Ve zeal in the catise of -trtfth, than'tb a 
bad prin^Jple pf a^on/' In sdi^i Itietally 

distinguished by ^^ fiery trials," ind one 4vh'er6in 

h3 
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Pit>ieQi0i»i4siY$reTOfve^^ntlyi¥i^t}|ii^ GittjboUc 
perseMikHCiy (t!ALVi!N| by 'an wifoi^itiBAle lextaH-- 
Dm4^;a|f6teMiited o^ 8£JEiyeTU6j iv^ ^afd^ned in 
infidelity^ idenied Abe Divinity^ ctf , Ch r^9T« Tbis 
ifjia^atlboU strqkey aimed at the foundatioa nock 
1^ Christianity; and Calvik waB^rausfsdinthe 
oauso of tratb) and tbe Master wfama ha served. 
But he who could, in an unguarded moment, 
and in the agitation of mistaken zefd^ prooeed 
to sueh an extremity, would, we believQ^ had he 
be^ the vietim sacrificed to truth, not only have 
been' passive at the stake, but prayed for his ene- 
mies. r^Noble and j^aiseworthy institutions^ and 
numerous itionuments of good, attest .in loud 
aoolaim.the exoellence of his heart and the iirigour 
of iiis understanding, and forbid us to plant an 
^auaomalons feature in his character. These form 
n^bold bastion, firmer than Geneva's walls, 
against the attacks and assaults of his enemies^ 
and form 



" A tower of strength, 



Wliich they upon die adrerse &ction want." 

Aye ! nnd when his enemies are reduced to the 
dnst.iof death, and the waves of oblivion have 
Tolled over thebr names, that of John Calvin 
'wiHIie found to enjoy the imperishable laurels 
with which the genius of Christianity has already 
crowned his bust. In him we behold an honest 
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iteaiiy'^bly ^ntettdixig fi^ ^hdti' he believ^ to 
be ti^-'^'FAftth^oti^e delivered tdlfte^Ssmts." » 

^ MoRChy, 'ahS hftfat^^mfchnibeil ieu TiuMKday 
iiMMhfii^. ^ On' oui* rmU^ we 'pass^ flurough 
Werd^, celebrated for its warip-^baths, whi^ 
(i^e tiderablj well frequented during* summer. 
T}hefcittitianmlphi»reted/^dr0gm snAthemuricfte 
end'mlphate o/soda* The temperl^ture at the bo^ 
tciiniodPthe lake at Yverdun, whieh is in some parts 
450 feet deep, Saussurie fiKmd to be 41* Fahr, 
x^heh thatofthe surfaee was 74* Fahr; Both the 
ieitktnorant and the pelican sometitnes^ take their 
istatioil by the edge of the Lake. The wines at 
Yvift^dun are both white and red^ but com is more 
culiiviated in this district thafi vines, as the^ea^ 
^ns are not always sufficiently warm ibr then* 
matoration ; and the culture bf com seems gradu- 
ally Usurping the lands pre-occupied by the'vine- 
yards. The potato is extensively cultivated for the 
purpose of the distillation of brandy, and recent 
experim^ats, notwithstanding Cobbett's tirade, 
and his Indian com manoeuvre, seem more and 
-niore to enhance the worth of this trtdy vaki- 
4ibl^ esculent. It is one of the most wholesome 
i6ul4ivated roots, and we consideih it the very 
inainsprihg which contriboites to the healtk of 
))ie Britbh Empire : this root, too, yields excel- 
lent starch, is the basis of British ^ftM», and 
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Qonstitutes the greater part of what is sold 
as Indian arrow root. The i^lks, when bnrnt, 
yield an excellent dkali for bleaching and wash- 
ing, and iiot only is a spirit extracted from iti^ 
bloBsom, but it contributes to the arts, by sup- 
plying a fine yellow dye. We understood dis- 
. tillation from the potato was generally extending. 
The lower part of St Cierges, not far from 
Yverdun, produces much com, and extensive 
crops of tobacco. The neighbourhood is marshy, 
and intermittents used to be frequent, but lately 
many of these swamps have been drained and 
cultiya4;ed. Febrile affections have almost en* 
tirely disappeared. Yverdun enjoyed much 
reputation and celebrity, as being the residence 
of the teacher Pestalozzi. We learned from a 
well informed individual, who seemed to be in- 
timately acquainted with all the circumstances, 
that though he still maintains his chateau there, 
he lives* with his grandson at Argovie. He 
had been most illiberally treated, and bitterly 
persecuted by the inhabitants of the town of 
Yverdun. For a trifling debt of about L. 25, 
his entire furniture was seized, and it does not ap- 
pear that Yverdun possessed one individual suffi- 
ciently generous to come forward on his behalf. 
His Memoirs were then in a state of forward- 

* This distinguished individual is since dead. 

9 



1»1 



nem for publication, by.B Mr Smith, wboin 
Pestaloski; used to call his '^ bras droit.- ' Mr 
S. h»» clearly {nroved, that, by the institute of 
Pestalozzi,. Yverdun gained an additional re- 
venue of not less than 150,000 francs annuaUy, 
arising from the influx of strangers. This in- 
stitute certainly enjoyed considerable reputation, 
whioh is attested by the fact, that, in 1818, the 
establishment contained 150 scholars from many 
nations, prosecuting their several studies under 
various masters and ushers. A great many of 
these were Germans. By the insane and unre- 
lenting persecution he received from the inha- 
bitants at Yverdun, this celel»'ated man was 
forced to leave his home : the institution wad 
broken up, and the people now, for their own 
sakes,. bitterly repent their cruelty and oppres- 
sion of an individual, who had so extensively bene- 
fited their town, and was its glory and its boast ; 
so true it is that man is blind to his best inte- 
rests, and talent and worth are often sacrificed 
to wanton malignity. Pestalozzi has been ac- 
cused by his enemies of favouring infidel senti- 
ments; a charge which has been warmly re- 
pelled by his adherents. 

We now took leave of the Canton de Vaud, 
where every Swiss is a soldier from his birth, and 
entered that of Neufchatel, arriving at its capital 
at 7 o'clock p. M., at the Hotel de la Balance. 
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Duriog. <mr «(Uy w^' yifiheiLtbe Hospital of Pmiw 

ridt, tdk^ohM^ of tl^ boildmg mmI its jamiitei^ 
liiider.ithe^ sfiperinten€hu!ie»'<«f "a medical gentk^- 
man^ There la a neat Ikboratofywh^reiliefMcioeB 
are prq^ed, eYiieAj simpka; tike arraagement 
waa good. Among the f(^w bodks, 'i' notieed 
^^Le Botaniste Coltivateur/' ftc lliere Wai; 
a variety of beautiful mortars of ^ porjAyry^ 
serpentine, and the variety called potetone^ < In 
this laboratory, I noticed albo two lai^ snail 
shells, with a wicket of gauze' over the opening, 
as a kind of opercuhmi^ and in each was ini« 
prisoned a minute figure, extreately ti^ty dnd 
habited like h nun. ^Hi^^ were on a side shelf, 
and accidentally jdaced there, but! was amuiiiBd 
with the fimey so very diaraoteristic of the ifate$ 
of these self imolated vietinus of supeirstitioii.^ 
*niere were thirty-three palSents in th# he^pitali; 
In the consultation room was a fine portrait cf 
Count PouRTALES^ a citizen of Neufchatel^ and 
the benevolent founder of the edifiee^'> ^On 
the '14th January 1808, Pourtales assijgned 
600,000 francs toward the coni^ruetion a«d 
maintenance of this Hospice, and it was opened 
ill 1811^ for the reception of all poor patients^ 
without ctistinction of country or religiott : the 
number of beds imiounted to near forty. PtMUm-^ 
TALES, we were 'informed- by an individual,' 
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wkose relation wa» employed in bis office^' ^0^ 
aiiiani.df 'eci0cntrfc Imliitc* aiEidiiidast^ His 
clerlai were iiflwwfemojiiknnly tind promptly disH 
mfaiffij, 4f' tibey iiegieefted^ to nse^ t^ir pens to 
tbeiulf «<iiinpy'or lost oar^esaly a slip of pap«r^ 
or >bit..o£ pack4iiread. From the hospital we 
w#ikt to the gttrden of the late Count, but found 
nothing attractive in it. The moss house wlus fine, 
and the onlytbingwkirii we admired. There was 
an adjoining study : a convex mirror was imbed-^ 
ded in the. moss, and an iedabaster lamp suspended 
from above : the view from hence is very exten* 
sive. 

' The Hotel de Ville is a fine massive build^ 
ing, and its rooms aj^peared handsome. The 
only paintings we noticed, were those of the 
present King of Prussia, and of his father, the 
Elector, &c. Near the H6tel de Ville is the or^ 
phan Hospital. To Pury and Pourtales, both 
citizens, Neufohatel is chiefly indebted for her 
various benevolent institutions. We visited the 
Cathedn^ which, however, disclosed littie that 
was interesting or worthy of particular note. 
The fountains are of ancient architecture. We 
found considerable improvements going on in 
buildings : new pavements were being laid, and 
stone pipes for the supply of water. Neuf- 
chatel is built on two hills, separated by the 
Seyon, and contains about 4500 inhabitants. 
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A fine protfreflade, planted wMi ^eet, hsk bbetf 
ri^covered fr6m the lake; andiroDl the drSt above 
^ispromeiiade, the town k 'seen to much advan* 
t^e. The lake was transparcmt as ci^sta), wad we^ 
liaw a ilhe shoal of large salmon trout, of which- 
we disthictly counted nineteen. We were h^' 
ibrthed tfiat a salmon had been caught tiie pre^ 
6eding day^^ of the extraotdinloy ivi^ht of 
eighty-five pouiidB, and that the momnd, a kind 
6( spotted eel, was occasionally g^ot five^ feif 
\6^g: During our stay, howev^ we had ebit**!^ 
lai^e pike (Served up ftt the table d'hote. Tb^ 
priiie of butcher nieat in- the market here^^^ai^ 
wMV^ but!rer, w^ similar td thdt at LAiiSfignii^ 
okk ^hstde higher* in ' the fi)rmer ; but' 'the htH^ 
t^tiih this -C^ntdn ^e a fraction lesi^ln'^IiM^ 
than in other Cantdiis, twenty-one batssen- heiv 
beings eqhal to twenty elsewhere. Both red 
sihd white wiiies are made in this Canton, 
ahd the viiie is cuhiyated at from 400 to 500 
feet' above the level 'of the Lake. The vine* 
yards ' are enelosed here ks at Lausanne, being 
flanked with high wialls by the road side, which 
bei^omes iexceksively annoying in the summer from 
heat aiid dust, the former doubled by reflection^' 
and unrelieved by the breeze aromtd, and^thei 
latter accumulating, from not being swept away 
by the circulation of air, - We were informed 
that ^'Vineyard hlid that season been destroyed 
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I^.)i9^toQ0|$9atji|^pu(;,six.piiles (ii^tant, Joeing 

ing jippoyar A supplied wUhparagir^Jesy .^esp^p^d 
iWJXMUc^ed* Ia tixe neighbourhood of Neufchi^teJ, 
Q^liv/6hedf|>.may be geeuj^led with roun^i^d 
c^l^^e^i j^mevhat resembling turf placed to dry, 
Tl^yBekju'e formed of the refuse of the, grape 
i|£ter i expression) which are thrown up into a 
h€!^p. . An iFon hoop or ring, about a foot in dia* 
i^skfiteTf and two inches deep, is filled with this 
qemideoomposed refuse of grapes and vine stalks, 
l^»d hard compressed, being trampled by bare- 
fiooted boys, having hold of a transverse bar. 
After this simple operation, when cast out of the 
mould, they are transferred to shelves to be dried: 
and may then be used as a material for fire, or form 
good naanure ; and the burnt ashes yield an ex- 
cellent alkali. Ihiring our stay, we walked to 
the beautiful bridge east over the river Doubs^ and 
Tiaited^ at no great distance up the river, a large 
pap^ ipanufactory. In the crevices of the wall 
we pasi^d on leaving Neufchatel, we noticed the 
waIUlo\Fer and greater; snapdragon. 

Neiifchatel formed a principality, to which, ^.f- 
tpr having been vacant in 1707, by the death of 
the Duchess of Nemours, Frederick I. King.of 
Prussia, in quality of hereditary Princi? of 
Orange, tendered his claims, and was apcepted^ 
Sinee that period it has remained in his posses- 
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slop, but though uopiin^ly Sovereign or Prince^ 
offfc^ufcbatel) thie inhabitants seem to enjo^ ex-^ 
tracprdinary immunities and privileges. Front, 
the produce pf the vineyard^ the sovereign i^e- 
ceives a tenth as a tax. While the cnltivation 
of thQ potato seems to increase, that of grain, apr, 
pears to diminish. Corn pays one-tenth of a tjthe, 
but potatoes are exempt from every tax* The 
thread of the flax grown among the mountain- 
ous districts is so fine that cambric is made 
from it ; but if we are not mistaj^en, the fibre of 
flax grown on dry mountain patche^ though 
finer, is not so cohesive as that grown in damn 
ground* and lower levels : nor do j doubt but 
the seed likewise varies ; t}iat grown in some 
parts of Italy called lAw) numochmo^ , always 
fetches a high price, and I was told it came ori- 
ginally from Bavaria. The cheeses of the moun- 
tains and villafi:es in this Canton are often, from 
their form and weight (forty to fifty pounds]^, 
confounded with those of Gtuyere^ in the ad- 
joining Caaton of Fribourg. In^^gnnciilaii^ 
of Neiufchatel, the number of bee-hives is rec- 
koned at 3838. 

The trout of the Doubg tastes of cray-fish^ oi^ 
which they seem to feed^ and two varieties of the 
latter are found in the waters of the Doubs ana 
Seyon. The fishing of the Lake of Neufchfttd 
is open to all without any restriction. The 
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Cyckmen eurtupewm, is found in gre^t aounSance; 
and among the rocks in the Canton,' between 
St Blaise and Woens is se^i the true Lapenjder^ 
and above its level the hvJbA^easring Lily^ Bho- 
dodendronferrtigineumj&c. On the borders of th^ 
Doiibs the Daphne alpina flourishes, ^nd above 
the ^renets, the FritiUaria. 

The introduction of clock and watch making 
in^ this Canton, is an epoch of sufficient inte- 
rest, and altogether curious. In 1679, one of 
the inhabitants brought a watch from London, 
the first that ever had been seen in these parts : 
from a slight accident it required repair, and 
was entrusted to a person of the name of Daniel 
Jean Hichard, who having minutely studied 
its mechanism, endeayoured to imitate it, and 
though in want of every material and instru- 
ment, his inventive genius supplied the deside- 
rata. An entire year, it appears, was employed 
in making the necessary tools, &c. and in si^ 
months afterwards he produced a watch com- 
plete m all its parts. For a long period he mo- 
nopolized the manufacture, but the demand con- 
siderably increasing, he initiated some of his 
friends into the " craft and mystery*' of watch- 
making, and was thus enabled to supply the de- 
^nanS, He retired to Locle, where he died in 
1741, leaving behind him five sons, watchmak- 
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ers, and this is now the staple trade of the Can- 
ton. 

Fron. among the mountains in the Canton of 
Neufchatel have emanated many ingenious men. 
Berthoud, author of a treatise on watches, and 
his nephew, well known for his marine pendu- 
lums. Breguet of Loele, late of Paris *, the 
celebriated inventor of that very .curious, delicate 
and sensible instrument, the Thernumetre metal- 
lique^ (one of which I possess), and several inge- 
nious improvements on the pendulum ; also 
Droz of Paris : and here, too, is to be found Perr- 
LET, inventor of the self-winding watch, with 
others celebrated in chronometry. Living in 
insulated houses, the leisure hours left from 
agriculture, and the winter months, are devoted 
to clock-making. From the mountainous dis- 
tricts of the Canton and Val de Traves, ' i30,<)6o 
watches are annually exported ; one-nineteenth 
are ih &;old, aiid the rest in silver or semitor^ &c..: 
and about 1000 pendulums. The price of these 
Watches varies from 7 francs to 600 franc& 
Amoiig the pines of the Jura, in the houses of these 
itiou^taih traffickers in pendulums and watches, 
may tie heard dissertations on the peculiarities o^ 
hatioHial tkste, and watches found for air nations, 
and suited to eveiy fancy. Watches for America, 

• Died some time ago. . 



France, Germany, Holland, Sweden, Russia &c« 
watches enamelled and enriched with pearls for 
Italy and .Spain, and large copper gilt watches, 
or of silver, with false shagreen cases, and dials 
with Turkish cyphers for Turkey. A cbUd 
gajns four or five sous per day (gd. or 2jd.), ai^d 
good workmen ten to twelve francs, or even 
more. At Chaux de Fonds, are manufactured 
optical and other philosophical instrumeiit^* 
From this Canton a specimen of beautiful glj^jss^ 
well adapted for achromatic lenses, was lately 
sent tp this Country, by an individual^ we b^ 
lieve, now no more. The report of the Com- 
mittee appointed by the Board of LoQgitudp,,;!;^ 
investigate its claims to superiority, g^ye a bigl^ 
cnaracter o( excellence to it. We have np. .mieaii^ii 
of knowing what iias become of it, l^^t ]V[j^Sisr£| 
Herschell and Farraday have ^ot long ^gp 
announced the production of a kind of glass, 
well fitted for telescopic purposes. The inha^- 
bitauts of this Canton are extremely aqtiye, iur 
d!ustrious, and intelligent. Their religipn.i^ 
Protestant. Instruction seems very general, axi0 
every facility is afforded to all plasses.by tl^^ 
piil>tic authorities. We left Neufchatf^l at , IQ, 
o'clock p. M., on the 24tthf .by the mail,, and arr; 
rived at Berne on the morning of the ^A%^ ^M 
was a fine star-light night, and the planet Venus 
looked beautiful in her shroud of silvery lighU 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
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BERNE — FELLENBERG AND HOFWYL HINDLE- 

BANK — THUN AND ITS LAKE7— UNTERSEEN — 
LAUTERBRUNNEN, AND THE CASCADE OF ST^y- 
BACH — GRINDELWALD — ^THE GLACIERS. 



i^E much regretted that our time did not 
allow us to visit, on our route to Beriie, tke Isle 
of St Pierre, in tlie Lac de Biefme, once the &- 
vourite retreat of J. J. Rousseau. Berne i^ ao 
extraordinary city, and withal livjely iaa4^ mi^ 
resting: its situation is elevi^d more than, 190 
feet above the bed of the river Aare^ whiph m' 
circles one half the town. On the whole, I am 
inclined to call Berne a fine eity, the stfeeta cal* 
led Orande Rne and Rtie de la Jueticey arQ very 
beautiful. The houses, built of sandstonci, are 
over arcades, which, of necessity, form a sscore 
shelter for pedestrians, though it givc^ a dull 
and sombre aspect, and we exceedingly prefer 
seeing a jMx>menade bona fide in the open air; .ttie 
effect is much better, and more lively, and exhi^ 
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larating. The only drawback we felt was the 
language, German being universally spoken, 
and we but imperfectly understood it. French 
is seldom heard : even the Cicerone mutters a 
sorry jargon, which is any thing but French i 
and when we hired a char-a-banc, the driver was 
mute to every note but German. The fountains 
are numerous, and in their architecture exceed- 
ingly grotesque ; of course, their favourite, the 
Bear^ has its place on them, as on every thing 
besides. They are found in almost every street, 
and discharge their waters with considerable 
force : they were established in 1394 ; the ex- 
cessive heats of that year having dried up many 
<of the fountains that Were then in the city. [The 
w«Lter which supplies them is brought from a 
bonsiderable distance. Berne has four gates; 
tile handsomest, composed of iron, is the Porte 
tSk Morat^ by which we entered from Lausanne. 
In the centre is a basin of water, and on the left 
He « Grand H&pUaJ^'' one of the chief build- 
ings in Berne. The population has been rated 
iU; 13,927. The streets are excellent, and regu- 
larly watered during summer, or in dry weather : 
Gsrijsiinals are employed as scavengers. 
' ' The walks in and about Berne are beautifol 
tond varied, and from each one some pretty seene 
is presented. Among those in the city we much 
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admired one near the Casino^ and another called 
Le Petit Rampart^ which affords a fine view of 
the rich, fertile, and smiling meadows through 
which the Aare serpentines: that called La 
PhUeforme, 108 feet above the river, with a fine 
avenue of shady trees, is the inost fasliionable 
resort, and is generally crowded; from it is a good 
view of the glaciers. From the higher parts of 
the town, we descended, by a flight of 187 
steps, to the bed of the Aare ; aiid, not far from 
the embankment, which intercepts its waters, 
and forms a fine fall, a stream is directed to 
supply com and saw mills, and other machinery. 
The promenade along its banks is refreshing 
and cheering. There are also beyond the city-^ 
walls a walk, embowered by an avenue of limes, 
the Philosophers^ fValk^ that of AUenberg, and 
others. The Eichplatz and the Enge are noble 
stations for the survey of the rich and pictu- 
resque beauties of alpine landscape. The latter 
was also an especial favourite. It is a lovely 
walk, and the view is truly picturesque and 
beautiful ; — ^that part especially of the Alpine 
Chain which includes the Jungfrau, is brought 
out in sublime dUo relievo* On the side of a 
walk, constructed by the taste and patriotism of 
an individual, is a huge boulder of granite, bear- 
ing the following inscription : 
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OWbUB et Per^nis 
1^ , ..-. .«• Gratium opus,* 

iEklictu vet^ri vi^ 
Per loca pnerupta 
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Qua natura negare 
' Videbatur * 
Iter, 
Factum atque munitum. 

Incejptum mdccl. 
Absolutum MDCCLviii. 



" Thefe art many public buildings, well worthy 
6f notice, but as our intention is by no means 
to enter into minute detail, we may simply men- 
tion' th)B Oreht Hospital, the Public Library, th^e 
Bfttseum of lifaiural History, the Orpkaii HospiicU^ 
thi*!j^8enal, and the HStel de FiUe, as most wor- 
thy of note. We visited, among others, the Muur 
Msr or Cathedral, a fine monument of Gothic ar- 
^mtecture. The foundations were laid ip 1421. 
Above the pnncipal entrance the Last Judg- 
inent is carved in wood ej/i relief. Painted wiu- 
dowis ornament the choir. A sand-c^lass is still 
attachied to the pulpit, and in the sacristry are 
shewA fine tapestnes, and rich priests' garments, 
tvliich are of the period of Charles the Rash. 
Tljfe' tdWer contains the largest bell in Switzer- 
land t it weighs 2030 lb. exclusive of the clip- 
per. Bears and sta^ have commodious apart- 
ments in th^ fosses of the city: two sump- 
tuous dens haVe lately been erected for the for- 
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mer, near iheGateof Arberff^ and they certainly 
amiise strangers by their grotesque movements, 
in the ascent and descent of ihe trees, in the centre 
of their enclosures. Captured qm the day that 
ihe foundation of the capital was laid, the bear 
has accordingly been embossed in the escutcheon 
of the city armsj— enters into all their chambers 
of imagery, — ^is struck on their coins, — sculps 
tured on every bridge, — dangles over every inn, 
— and is carved on all the bams and granaries Jn 
the Canton. 

We observed that lists of the names of stran- 
gers were regularly transmitted from Canton to 
Canton. Th^ hotels called ^ Faucon" and " Cp^- 
ronne,'' are the most frequented hy English, 
there being on the 21st August, twenty-two at 
the former, and fifteen others ; and twentynsix 
at the latter, and seventeen others^ That cal- 
led the <^ Gentils-hommes^" on this day had 
only two English, while there were twenty-five 
gentlemen from different countrie& In Berne, 
French Protestant and Catho^<v.«^9];ship are 
celebrated under the Bame :!^^ 
period of the iiame d^;^i|,^ /;?- ^eetainly liberal 
enough, thou^ we doi|b^ its ]|^opriety and de- 
corum : a curtain conceals the insignia of the 
latter. Considerable external decorum obtains 
during the celebration of public worship^ and 
chains are drawn across every street where the 
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l^rvi^e u| koingperformedi It meed scaroely be 
uddedv tbati since the lang^uage spoken is Get- 
man9 smoking tobacco exists to a vast extent,-r-= 
^in almost invs^iable adjunct of that language. 

The climate of the Canton of Berne is too 
cold for the yinei but rich pasturage and waving 
corn fields amply compensate for this want. The 
cottages and farmrhousei^ with the overhanging 
i?OQfs and carved. frame-work, all Constructed of 
wood) are picturesque and pretty. The cos- 
tume is extremely curious, peculiar, and cha- 
racteristic, and must ^rike every stranger, as it 
aesuredly did us, \idth no ordinary surprise. 

Ouring our stay at Berne, we engaged a char- 
jkrhane, and set off to visit the matgnificent and 
extanfiive establishment of M.^ Fellenberg at 
Hofwyl, ^^oh combines varied and numerous 
branches of instruction^ vizi an institution or 
seminary for the education of young gentlemen, 
of the superior classes 'of ^society; a school fot 
the poor ; a well arranged agricultural establish- 
ment, bot^ theoretic,- ^d to reduce to economi- 
cal practice the discoveries of different countries, 
and to ascertain Experimentally the value of the 
various improvements in agricultural machinery; 
also a manufactory for constructing the imple- 
ments required. 

On our arrival, we found that the greater 

i2 
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part of the pupils had set out on their annual, 
pedestrian excursion, via Neufehateli under the 
care of one o{ the classical tutors. We were 
informed that there were then ninety-nine 
eleves : of these fifteen were English, ten Scotch, 
including two sons of the eccentric Mr Owen, 
who had twice visited Hofwyl, two Russians, fif- 
teen Italians, one Greek, several Danes, Swedes, 
and Germans; the rest French and Swiss; there 
were of course no Spaniards. Twenty-one mas- 
ters teach the languages, belles lettres, arith- 
metic, natural philosophy, chemistry, botany, 
agriculture, &c. There are five professors for 
the various accomplishments, as music, draw- 
ing, &c. In the saloon for music, there were 
two kettle-drums, a violincello, a grand piano- 
forte, and various other . instruments ; and on a 
large black boards were chalked lines and notes 
for the use of beginners : a concert is held every 
month. The various apartments for instruction 
are arranged with judgment and method ; in fact, 
nothing can well be imagined more . complete 
than the toute ensemble of this very extraordinary 
establishment.. There is a chapel that serves 
at once for the Protestant and Catholic wor- 
ship : for the former, the altar and imagery of 
Catholicism are most judiciously concealed from 
view, being closed in by folding-doors. 

The beds where the pupils repose, are ele- 
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gantly neat, and all subordinated to health and 
comfort; each has a separate compartment, and ^' 
some we were pleased to observe the pictures of 
their parents or Mends. • In the dining-room is 
a closet, which descends into the kitchen by- 
means of machinery, and is wound up again, load- 
ed with the dishes. The arrangements in the kit^ 
chen seemed adniirable, and very complete, 
even in that for the working-ipeople was a Pa- 
pin's digester. Proper houses and rooms are 
appropriated for tailors, shoemakers, carpenters, 
mechanics, &c., and we found all at their re- 
spective labours : every thing required for the 
establishment is done, as much as .possible, with- 
in the precincts. A large building is appropria- 
ted to horsemanship and various gymnastic 
exercises ; and for the latter there are also erec- 
tions of ^ wood, &c. without. There is a plot of 
ground allowed to each pupil for a garden, in 
which he may exercise his own taste. Several 
new edifices were being erected, for various 
purposes, and M. Fellenberg superintended 
them in person. The number of educated poor 
amounted to thirty, chiefly orphans, they are 
maintained, clothed, and educated gratuitously, 
and, in return, their services are claimed by 
him until they are of age. 

The agricultural implements are numerous, 
varied, and complete, including all the ingenuity 
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of the mo^t recent inyentidfa* Thete is a fine 
dkiry: &e milk is preserved in shdllow trd,yft of 
wood in subterranean cellanSy' aa^d the floors Htxe 
frequently: sprinkled with Walter t6 keep thdita 
oooL A g6od deal of common cheefiie is tJdiEide. 
There are fifty mUieh Ocmis, Whkh are regiilkriy 
curried down, and attended to Hke horses ; fdiiir^ 
teen horses ; fourteen oxen for labonr, particu-^ 
larly large^ of tihe Fribonrg breed. Liqiiid 
manure is duly appreciated, and holdi^ its pro- 
per place in the economy of agriculture^ which 
is not merely theoretic, but practical^ imd that, 
too, on a magnificent scaler Both horees and 
os:en are idmost entirely fed at the stall : green 
provender is cut lor them in the propeir season. 
Felle^b^ko must, from his princely domains, 
be possessed of vast pecn^ia^ i*esom^ces, aftd 
their appropriation seems commendable. Alto- 
gether the science of education, in iti^ various 
ramifibations, appears to be conducted with rare 
ingenuity and tdlent. T%e ^hble machinery is 
as extensive as- it is n^le, and eveiy^ wheel 
seems to move with perfect order and regularity. 
FELLBNBEad is ccrtailily a lofty character. He 
has been accused, as Well as PesTaio^zi, of 
favouring infidel sentiments, with what shew of 
reason, I cannot tell. • The forms, both Catho*- 
Hc and Protestant, are, at any rate^ observed, 
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and we ^cl not hear that his private ^ntiments, 
if they ^e infidel, liad ever been obtruded. 

On the whol^ we cannot hul ch^tfiilly re- 
peat the compUinetitai tribute awarded, by M. 
<3rud *, " Tout y est, et y est a sa place." 

Doubtless it was at Hofwyl that Owen im« 
bibed the principles o^ his wild and visionary 
scheme, — his patallelogramic plan d( society, 
which he is how endeavouring to transplant in 
the wilds oiF America ; and when Mr Owe^ can 
recreate the human heart, and remodel its prin-:' 
ciple iof action, then he may succeed,— but not 
not till then. iTke whole proceeds on a false 
estimate of human natiire, and both of)servation 
and experience give the lie to }iis assumption. 

From Hofwyl we proceeded to the Chateau 
of Count d'Erlach, at |lindlef)aiik, and en-*- 
joyed a walk through mis garden and domains, 
which are delightfully situated ;\but we Regret- 
ted that the Count had unfortunately just left 
home for the Chateau de Berg, near Zurich. 
From this chateau we proceeded to the village 
of Hindlebank, with especial reference to the 
extraordinary monument in the church there,— > 
the work of the sculptor Nahl of Cassel, for- 
merly sculptor to his IViajesty the King oi t^RUS- 
3IA. It represents the moment when'^ Madame 

* Notice sur les Etablissements de Hofwyl, 1816, p. 6. 
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Langhans, the wife of the Pastor of Hindle- 
bank, springs from the tomb, with her infant in 
her arm, the sepulchral stone being fractured 
by the trump of the Archangel, at the summons 
to Judgment. It is a wonderful production^ 
and, we think, exceeded by none of the works 
of RouBiLLiAC. Madame Langhans was con- 
sidered one of the most beautiful women of 
iSwitzerland, and died at the age of twenty,eight 
years. Nahl, who was then engaged in exe- 
cuting a monument for one of the family of 
Erlach, abode with the Pastor, and employed 
his chisel in this new direction. The figures 
and the tomb are sculptured out of one entire 
block of sandstone. The tomb seems to have 
been rent suddenly asunder, and fractured into 
three pieces, and ihe fragments to have yielded 
and opened; while from its bosom a beautiful 
figure, with her infant, is 9>bout to dajrt to 
Heaven ; the fracture is so extremely natural 
and striking, that the astonished spectator can 
scarcely believe it is merely the triumph of 
sculpture. The monument is a little lower 
than the floor of the church, and a trap-door 
opening on its hinges, exposes it to view. In 
this church there is also a fine monument 
raised to several members of the Count d'Er- 
lack's family. One seems to have attained 
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to an unusual age. The following is the in-r 
scription: 

Alb. Fred. S. R. J. C. ab ErIack Dominus 
Nat. K^. Nov. 1696 Concess. Fato. 
1788. Explet ann. 93, &C. 

We returned to Berne in the evening, through 
a charming, fertile, and highly cultivated coun- 
try. 

We left Berne for Thun, at nine o'clock on 
Saturday, with a German postilion, by a fine 
road, the land cultivated, and adorned with pic- 
turesque, cottages, &c.,, and arrived at Thun 
about noon, but remained only a short time 
at ,the inn (Freyhof) : . it was a fair day, and 
numerous wares were displayed. We ascended 
by a flight of steps sufficiently shallow, to the 
cemetery of the church, which stands on an emi- 
nence, and overlooks the town, and enjoyed a 
noble view of the ridge of the Blumenalp : the 
Jungfrcaij Stackhom, &c. The view of the plain 
to the right, and the lake, enrich the pictui*e. 
About two o'clock we set out on the lake, the 
boat was charged 7 francs. On leaving Thun, 
the view becomes extremely interesting, and 
several pretty scenes on both sides present 
their various aspects. . The appearance then 
changes to the towering, the wild, and the rocky. 
We landed at the further extremity of the 



lake, after a most delightful eiceursion^ for the 
day was fine and serene^ and the waters were 
placid as a mirror* Having engaged a per- 
son to take our luggage, we chose to walk to 
Unterseen, a distance of only about two miles, 
as the individuals seemed eager to impose. 

We remained during our stay at the Hdtei de 
la Dauane, the landlady of which was the once 
far-famed Belle Batelliere, now thirty-three years 
old, and has several children : she is still beau- 
tiful, and must, at one time, have beeti lovely. 
From hence the Jungfrau forms a magnificent 
and sublime spectacle. The villagers ' seemed 
happy and cheerful; the aquatic scenes by which 
we were surrounded, enlivened every aspect 
with a vesture of the romantic alid picturesque. 
The view by moonlight from the bridge over 
the connecting stream, which unites the lake of 
Thun with that of Brientz, was calm and pla-^ 
cid, and peopled with novel images and figures. 
This viUage is a very singulttr one : the houses 
are built entirely of wood, remarkable and exo- 
tic in their construction, and curious in ara^^ 
besque or fantastic ornaments, and carved in- 
scriptions in Grerman, indicating by whom they 
were constructed, and invoking God for his 
blessing and protection ; and the dates seem to 
claim for some of the houses a high antiquity. 

It seems to be a village, as it were^-half affoat 
I 
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on a running stream, \irhich presents some fine 
islands oh the side of the lake of Brientz. Herisf 
and there the water exhibits pretty little falls, or 
is heard murmuring and gurgling round flood- 
gates, and piles, supporting buildings, variously 
occupied with ^aw and corii mills, and other 
machinery, impelled by the moving current. I 
like Unterseen fbr its calm aiid settled quiet, 
and I likie its people, who really seem fraught 
with much Arcadian simplicity, and appear also 
well-doing and ihduStriotis, moral and religioiiil;. 
The meadows are sprinkled with a profusion of 
autumnal crociis', and fine walnuts form avenues 
around. It was truly rural to witness, toward 
the evening, the re^ar return of a flock of 
goats from the mountains, at a stated period. 
They were 6uppli^d with bells, and were gene- 
rally preceded by a captain, who headed the 
troop, and led the van; they were unaccom- 
panied by any person, and so soon as they arri- 
ved at the corner of an inn, the cavalcade, which 
had marched with extraordinary regularity, 
broke Up, and each went his several way to hiir 
own home. The Sunday we passed here was 
alternately wet, and chequered with gleams of 
sunshine. From our window we beheld the 
sublime spectacle of a rainbow in all its glory, 
with part of its arch depressed among the sno#s 
of the Jungfrau (the mountain of the Virgin.) 
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The Chanteuses at Unterseen are An MA 
Bailli, Margueritte Michel, Elizabith 
Michel, and Margueritte Fuchs. I spoke to 
two of them in French and Italian, but they un- 
derstood me not, and I was not conversant with 
German. Here a person calls the hours each 
night, in summer at ten p. m . and two a. m., and 
in winter at nine p. m. and four a. m. His notes 
and announcement are musical enough* The 
interpretation is, " Gentlemen, I wish you good 
night, the clock has struck ten," or " Gentle- 
men, the clock has struck four, I wish you good 
morning." We took a walk to Interlacken, 
where once was an abbey, now in ruin. Here 
is a fine avenue of walnuts, forming quite a VcM' 
ombrosa. 

We had been advised by our host either to go 
by the Scheidegg via Meyringen, or by the Grim- 
sdj skirting the glacier of the Rhone, St Gothardy 
Pont de Diabky and through Uri's rocky world 
to Altorf, and had in due conformity provided 

* 

guides, and mules ; and with this intention, we 
left on Monday morning at five o'clock. We 
crossed several meadows, and afterwards passed, 
on the right, the ruins of the ancient Castle of 
TJnspunen, in the vicinity of which pastoral fetes 
were celebrated. in the years 1805 and 1808, 
On entering the bosom of the mountain, we ob-. 
served a tablet, containing an inscription, deep 
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sunk in the rock, recording the death of two 
brothers, who fought in tjus defile, and were 
both killed. At a cross point, on entering the 
valley of Lauterbrunnen, we came to the junc- 
tion of two branches of the Lvtchinen^ here 
called Zweylvtchinen^ or the Two Lutchines. 
One branch, the White Lutchinen ( Weiss Lvi^ 
chinenjy flows from the valley of Lauterbrunenn; 
while the other, the Black Lutchinen (Schwartz 
Lutchinen J J has its source in the glaciers of Grin- 
delwald ; their united streams flow into the Lake 
of Brientz. The name Lauterbrunenn signifies 
all springs or fountains, from the great number 
of springs which abound in it, and form no less 
than thirty rivulets, j On the left we perceived 
a considerable deposition of calcareous matter, 
from the water of a spring. The mountains, of 
slaty schistus, appear to be singularly contorted. 
Numerous challets and. clumps of trees, with 
some patches of birch, adorn the green pastures 
on the left. We were much disappointed in the 
Staubach (liters^Uy stream or cascade of powr 
der) : it falls from the summit of the rock called 
Pletchberg, from a height of 930 perpendicular 
feet, but the quantity of water was then exceed- 
ingly small : it is reduced into vapour, and seems 
almost converted into snow — an appearance pro- 
duced, it is probable, from its state of minute di* 
vision. \ 
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We did not pursue our route farther up the 
valley to see the cascade called Schmadribaeh. 
Toward the left of the Jungfrau (12,856 feet 
high) rose the MorA (12,663 feet), a mountain 
abounding with chamois, and which the hunters, 
though frightfully precipitous, often scale in the 
chace. Pretty models of Bernese cottages and 
dairies are sold in this valley, and we observed 
that the silicums epidermis of the Hippuris vut- 
garis was generally used as a substitute for sand-* 
paper in polishing the surface of the wood. Wef 
did not stop at the inn here, but retraced biir 
route to the road leading off, on the right hknd,' 
toward Grindelwald, at iheZweylvtchinen. Ori 
our \^ay' thither we found that part of the f6ad 
was under repair, by felons, superintended by a 
guard. In Grindelwald the iiihabitknts seeni 
industrious; and the state' of the arable land aiid 
pasturage proves that they enjoy that comfort 
which such industry must secure for its posses- 
sor. Here is made a grtot quantity of Kirschen-^ 
wasser, a land of brandy made generally from 
cultivated! cherries, but here from the gean^ oi* 
wild cherry. Th^ fruit, together with the 
stones, is' bruised in stone troughs by wooden 
mallets; arid this, when fermented, is submitted 
to subsequent distillation. When neWj this spe- 
cies of cherry-brandy is dangerous, but it is mel- 
lowed by age. The hydrocyanic, or prussic 
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BtiAf which comes froih the kernal, necessarily 
renders it dangerous, this being one of the most 
violent and powerful vegetable poisons; and, 
as it decomposes by time, it is probable that it 
is rendered less pernicious from some such 
change. Here may be had the Eau de vie (TAb^ 
sinthe^ which the mountaineer will find a toler- 
able counterforte against the cold blasts to which 
he may be expoi^ed ; it is kirchen wasser, with 
the addition of wormwood in the fermenting 
vat. 

While dinner was being prepared at the inn, 
we sallied out, and ^ected oiir walk to the 
Lower Glacier (Glacier inferieur), where is a 
^eat prepared for thie stranger ; but we descend^ 
ed into the bed of the glacier, to view more 
nearly the magnificent facade and vault of ice, 
and a vast iceberg it was. Here we may lite^ 
rally touch the ice with one hand, and gather 
violets and strawberries t^ith the other. I found 
the temperature of the air 65% and that of the 
Water issuing froift below the glacier 3P, never 
having met with water, und^r such circum- 
stances, at so reduced a temperature. It was 
on the Mer de Glace of this glacier that a Frendfi 
Protestant minister of the Canton de Taud lost 
his life, on the 2M August 1821, respecting 
which we learned the following perticularis. 

Ae was accompanied by two guides, and 
seemed much interested) and IcMikeQi ^Q\ni tqssxc^ 
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of the chasms. Into one which appeared more 
formidable than the rest he wished to throw a 
stone, to ascertain, if possible, the depth, and 
sent a guide in search of one ; but, during his 
absence, in stooping forward, he lost his balance 
and fell to the bottom. The guides called loudly 
to him, but receiving no answer, they agreed, 
one to remain at the spot, and the other to hasten 
to Grindelwald for ropes and proper assistance. 
Two hours necessarily elapsed before he could 
return, and the night drew on. They, however, 
came with torches, and lowered one, but could 
not discover the body. An English gentleman, 
who had accompanied the party, offered a consi- 
derable reward to any guide who would venture 
into the chasm. At last one of the most cou* 
rageous was prevailed upon, and was let down 
by ropes ; but his search was useless. He de- 
scended a second time, still without success; 
but undaimted, he resolved to try again,^ ^d af- 
ter remaining some time, found. the body in the 
most remote corner ; he adjusted the ropes, and 
the lifeless corpse was drawn up. 
. Qn the guide being questioned as to the ap- 
pearance of the place, he represented it as a 
grand and spacious hall, of immense size, with 
a finely vaulted roof, but Tiot cold. 

The vault of this great mountain of ice was of 
the most sublime character, and possessed a fine 
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aquamarine tint. The view from the seat is cer- 
tainly of a most singular description. The py- 
ramidal form of the insulated aiguilles among 
the glaciers is here very imposing ; and their vast 
size and multiplicity give the scene wonderful 
effect. One of the aiguilles was singvlarly per- 
forated like a needle. In the roipantic valley of ' 
Dovedale^ in Derbyshire, the limestone rocks 
assume very much the form of these pyramids 
of ice, and I remember to have seen one perfo- 
rated. It rained a little, and we were informed 
that a. small avalanche had fallen in the forenoon 
of the day from the Mettenberg, a little to the 
left of Schreckhomj and in the fore ground. 

Grindelwald is 3507 feet above the sea's level. 
On the right is the Grand Eiger^ 12,216 feet 
high; and on the left the Wetterhomj 11,445 
feet high. Between these two mountains stands 
the Schreckhom, 12,613 feet in altitude. Between 
the Grand Eiger and the Sch^eekhom reposes the 
Lower Glacier; and between this central moun- 
tain and Wetterhom lies the Superior Glacier 
(Glacier superieur,) 

, When we returned to the. inn, we made in- 
quiries about the passage of the St Gothard via 
the Grimsel, and were informed that it would 
1)e dangerous to attempt that route, as the weather 
was unfavourable, and it was utterly impass- 
able during fpgs and rain. . We.therefore deemed 
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it most prudent to fetum to Unterseeti, and^ 
aft^ navigathig the hke of Brientfe, to pass 
tfa^ Briinig^ into the Ctoton of l7ndei-t^alden« 

Among all tfai^ t^onders of Alpine regions, the 
most wonderful and awfiil ^henoth^iik are tho6^ 
of the a:oalancke and gk^cier. Debtrtlctiye, in^ 
deed, and terrihl^ are the effects of the fbll of an 
avalanche. Detached from its elevated station, 
where it thsiy have been consolidated - and. 
hardehed, ^nd i^ested for dges, it sweeps before 
it in one whirlwind of fiiry, rocks, villages and 
pasturages, With the shepherds ftnd their ilocks, 
moving With accelei^ated Velocity into- the plain, 
and after emitting flaib^ of fbre frolh the friction 
of fragment!^ of rock (which was the case in the 
fell of the Glacifer of Wfeisshom), overspreads 
the Verdant and smiling plain, with the liverjr of 
death aiid desolation. In 1501, an avalanche 
swept away ati entire company of Swiss soldiers, 
not far distant from St Bernard, and in 1591, 
so many aVfdanches fell into the Rhone, that 
the river oVet^owed its banks, and carried away 
more than 100 houses, and drowned sixty per-^ 
sons, and 400 heads of cattle; and in itSO, one 
buried forty individuals in the district of Brieg.* 
Sir Robert REit PoktSr, in his travels in 

Georgia, &c. * has Well described the fell of m 

• • • . , . 

* London, 2' volsj 4to 18©. ^ - 
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av^atichd ftoia among the Wty heights of the 
Caucaai^iatt irsskge. ** As the avalanche rushed, 
huge i^iafises of i^ck Iriftied from the mountaiii 
side Wisre driven before iti and the snows and 
ice of centuries pouring down in imtnen^e 
shattered forhis and reading heap6, fell like the 
fall of an earthquake^ covering from human eyes^ 
villages, valleys, and people ! What an awful 
moment, when all wa$ still ! when the dreadful 
cries of mail and beast were heard ho more! 
and the ttemendoui^ avalanche lay a vast mo- 
.tionless, white shroud on all around !" 

Such dread visitations are frequent occur- 
rences in Switzerland, and scarcely a year cir- 
cumscribes its round, withoiit the record of their 
devastation, the fall of mountains, the ruin of 
roekd) or the deitolating eflects of the debacle. 
The Cantons of Uri, 6rifi»ns and the Vallais are 
pre-eminent in these misfortunes, and it may be 
emphatically said of the inhaUtants, ^Hheir lives 
are in their hand." The' sdmbre forests of pines 
wkich fringe the escarpments of the Alps, or 
fill Up the hollow acclivities on their sides, serve 
as abutments or buttretoes to 'check the first 
impetuosity before it gather^ strength, which it 
does in an accelerated ratio [in its progression. 
These pinertrees seem planted by' Pt*6vidence, 
and, as it were, commissioned to say to the' dread 
avalanche^ «< Hitherto and no farther, andhere 



212 



shall your force be stayed.'' It is beneath the 
wing, and under the shelter of these pines, that 
the challet of the shepherd is reared, and the Al- 
pine village in the valley nestles most secure. 
To destroy such trees, their shield of safety, is 
made ^, capital crime^ nor can we wonder at it, 
even in a country where happily the punishment 
of death is unknown. The Alpine traveUer is 
subject to these falls of the avalanche, and it be- 
comes him oftentimes to be very cautious in his 
progress, for the slightest noise, the crack of a 
whip, or even the human voice, might be suffi- 
cient to detach one. This increases the dan- 
gers of the Alpine- chamois hunters, as the 
discharge of their carabines is more than suffi- 
cient to rouse it from its repose; and should 
such a circumstance be any where anticipated, 
their musket is fired off, to accelerate the fall, 
that they may afterwards pass without dan- 
ger. Those who traverse the Alps ought to be 
aware of all these perils, and use the necessary 
precautions. Under particular circumstances, the 
guides enjoin it as imperative on the traveller, 
not only to walk softly, but on no account to 
speak. * There are other dangers besides the 
avalanche; whirlwinds of snow may suffocate 
the Alpine wanderer, or, by blinding him, be- 
ivilder and perplex his path. 
The Glaciers present difficulties and dangers 
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equally formidable to those who traverse thetti/it 
The individual may be engulfed in some hor-^ 
rid chasm, by the rending glacier, which in- 
stantly yawns to receive him, or which- is 
covered with a deceptive mantle of snow that 
conceals its daiiger, or the precipice may await . 
him, should he escape the other perils so pro- 
fusely scattered over the Alps of Switzerland. 
The rents in the Glaciers are announced by a 
crash like thundery or a sound resembling the 
terrible discharge of artillery, and fbrm a spe- 
cies of mountain' barometer, the presage of 
change in Alpine weather. In all probability,' 
the Glaciers are on the increase. - There former- 
ly existed a road from Grindelwald to Brieg in . 
the Vallais, but it is now rendered im'passiable 
from their accumulation. - There is also a na- 
tural basin of a soiaewhat conical form, toward 
the north of St Bernard, between'^ Mont - Noir, 
and the Glaciers of • Tseudey and VaipeHne ; it 
has been ascertained to be 115 feet in depth, and 
according to Saussure its contents are 84,000 
cubic feet. In autumn the watery J Gollect and' 
fill the basin, and it freezes superficially. In the 
following July it thaws and forms a debacle 
which rushes into the Dranse. In cet>tain sea- 
sons its basin has dried up, so that a descent 
to the bottom mi^t be effected. In other 
years it has remained entirely frozen. There 



ha/5/ however, beei^ na torrent fr6m it since 1813^ 
and it is thetefofe conjectured that it is now re^ 
solved into a permanent glacier. The advance 
of the glaciers into the valley has already been 
cursorily remarlced, and the probable cause glan- 
ced at ; namely, the congelation of the water that 
enters by infiltration, and subsequent expansion 
in the act of freezilig, which pushes forward the 
glacier toward the valleyf where there exists 
no barrier to resist its advanee, but rather an 
incline^ pl^e which ^ilitl(tes its nuurdb. This 
progress h^ been proved both in the Valley of 
Chamouni, in the Glacier (k B(^ and in that 
of Gfrindelwald, .in the case of the Gfocier Sur 
pe^rieuT* 

In the former case, three pines being planted 
on a line with a rodk opposite^ in the Valley of 
Chamounij it was thus proved that the glacier 
had advanced fourteen feet in the course of one 
year toward the plain. In the latter instance, 
pines of considerable thickness, remembered by 
many individuals, hava been overthrown, and 
overwheUned by the progress of the Superior 
Glacier of the Valley of Grindelwald* These 
Glaciers are the sources of mighty rivers, and 
from them ariie the Rhone, the Rhine, the' 
Tessin, the Arve, the Aar/&c, that roll their 
waters toward the ocean, through many lands, 
which they fertilise in their prc^ess ; or afford 
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the facilities of navigation to the commercial 
enterprize of nations. From the surface of, the 
Ocean, these waters rise, by evaporation, and 
are again condensed on the mountain summit. 
Thus rivers may be said to return to their source, 
and move in a circle. ^^ All the rivers run into 
the sea : yet the sea is not full : unto the place 
from whence the rivers come, thither they return 
agiain.'^ 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Lake o'e b^ientz — cascade of giesbach — 

CHANTEUSES — ^THE ALPINE HORN — ^THE PAS- 
SAGE OF THE BRUNIG — THE VALLEY OF SARNEN 
— STANTZ — LAC DES gUATRE CANTONS — THE 
*rHREE FOUNTAINS— -TELL'S CHAPEL— SCHWITZ 
— THE LAKE OF LOWERTZ. 

iVe left Unterseen^ our faYOurite villa|;e, on 
I'uesday at six o'clock a. m. to traverse the Lake 
of Brientz. Sebastian Pierre, a guide irom 
Lucerne, who had accompanied a party rettuming 
in this direction, wished to retrace his steps, and 
requested a place in the boat we had engaged. 
As we found him intelligent, and especially as 
he understood and spoke French as well as Ger> 
man, we immediately engaged him as our guide 
to pass the Brunig, from the Canton of Berne 
into that of Underwalden, and as far as Lucerne, 
whither we were proceedmg. The morning was 
indeed fine, and the lake was calm, but the sur- 
rounding rocks were veiled in clouds. At 8 a. m. 
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the air was 69^ Fahr., and the temperature of 
the waters of the lake 66°; Saussure's hygro- 
meter was 2(f 5'. The water seemed particu* 
larly pure^ being insensible to chemical reagents. 
We landed on the right, and ascended by a very 
steep path to the beautiful and truly picturesque 
waterfall of the Giesbach. A convenient seat is 
erected for the stranger, and from hence the 
cascade is seen to great advantage. A curious end 
fantastic rustic bridge is thrown over it at some 
height above, forming a kind of basso relielvo in the 
woodland back grounds Having for some time 
contemplated the charming spectacle, we ad- 
journed to the house, and were gratified by bear- 
ing the organistof Brientz,andhis two daughters, 
chanteuses, and two sons, form a fine choral 
band. Without entering into musical techni- 
calities, it may be stated that the singing was ex- 
quisite; whether light and airy, or soft and plain- 
tive, there was excellence in all. Their voices 
were not only sweet in their native tone, but of 
a hijghly cultivated character, and, as far as we 
had the ability to judge, there were exhibited 
in the execution, feeling, taste, and judgment. 
Among the pretty airs, &c. we had the Tyrolese 
sqng of Liberty^ the Chanson de CUesbachj and 
ODD SAVC THE KING. T^c words of this our 
national air were remarkably well pronounced, 
and the accompaniment of the youngest son on 

K 
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the pianoforte was very well played, and with a 
good dea^ o£ execution, but unfortunately .the in- 
istruxnent was out of tuneu. I proposed' my &- 
Tourite air, and the nationid one of Switzerland, 
the R<mg des Vache&, <m& which poweirfiiUy af- 
iacts the sympathy of all Helvetia's sons. It 
was deliglbtftily sting, and oan..n&Y^ >be en- 
joyed to its full amount, exeept among its na* 
tive Alps, and by those who have ^seen a fleek 
of goats rush from the mountain steeps and 
heard their belk yield their running. iiate% fioad 
now a slower march, their bells in oonsonanee, 
and then the changed intonation as they pass, 
rank and file, the rude pont descheores^ or. as the 
battalion enters the village, and the sounds ra« 
mify on their dismissal: All this I cane limcy I 
hear again, and the Rcmg des- VacAes dumafions 
to my recollection this rural alpine p^tlire^ 
in all its life; and colouring ; and when I. would 
realize its imagery, I have it repeated on i^ sfe- 
cimen of Geneva's ingenuity, yolept » musi- 
cal box. 

After this musical treat within doori,' we 
heard the Alpine horn without. There was a 
wild roniance in its notes, T^hich.was dhaiac- 
teristic in a very high degree of all airound 
This instrument is about eight feet long, and 
its ferther extremity rests on the ground, tt is 
used among these mountains, not merely for die 
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hctrdsm^n's cstU, but tw an iBvocatioti for the 
soleiduiities of religion. As soon as the sun has 
died his last ray oir the snowjrisitmmit of the 
')p£d6st ranges the Alpine sbepherc^- from some 
elevl^ed point, trumpn^ forth ^^fraise gob the 
Xipl^D/' while the echoes in the caves ' of liie 
eyerlasting hills, i!oused ifrom their slumbers 
^t.the sacred nameof god^ repeat ^^ praise dbn 
THE tORn." Distant horns on lower plaint now 
eatch the wate&^word, and distant, mountains 
ring again with the solenm sound ^^ praise god 
• THE lord," and other echoes bounding from 
other rocks, reply " god the lord." A solemn 
^ 'pause succeeds; with uncovered head, and on 
the bended knee, the shepherd's prayer ascends 
on high. At the close of this evening sacrifice, 
offered in the temple not made with hands, the 
Alfdiie hdm^ sounds long, and loud, and shrill, 
***'gOod night," repeated by other horns; while a 
thousand " good nights" are reverberated a- 
round, and the cuttain of Hdaven closes on the 
shei^erds and their flocks. 
' ^e landed at Brientz'on the other side of the 
)ak^, and were extremely anxious to have heard 
tte fine chanteuses here, but we were startled 
and terrified by the stentorian voice of an Eng^ 
lishmah vociferating bad Cierman, and issuing 
his pompous commands, in the true style and 
eharaeter of milord Anglais ia the summons for 
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fareakfasV-aiid we were glad to escape firom t)u0 
fioene of j^oise* ^iQiur. ears luid been jbefore -saluted 
witib duket strakis of hajnnonyy apd th^is F%e 
mcore th^ii Ve could bear; tberefore^ hai^^ened 
oa toward Myringen. Before wo ircacbod tk^ 
toWii) we paused at the noble cascade^^ Meicb^ 
bach on ihe rigb^ which is a magnificent isyatepr^ 
&U. From its highest elevation to^ the. pleip^ tbere 
are altogether seven falls, but the low^ is the 
finest and most picturesque. The w^rxu^h^ 
with vast and tumulti^ous fury into; ^t^e^^pba^ 
it has excavated for itself. . . .. ,,, .: > , 

^^ Fervet^ immensusque riiit pr2)fimii6 ^ '"** ' ' 
' Plndartis ore^» ■' ' ^' W^n^^ 

There was an a^tii4 ,.accu]^fl ij^ taid]|^^(^ 
«|Eetchpf this spl^i^, cascade, a^d^^e,,|i|ust 
^nfe8% that, the fa^Us of thia an4 fif the. Ofe^^^^u;]^ 
aire, jh^oif^ their associa;ted beauties^ mfijfQr,]^fftfi- 
ble q{al^»j$urpassfsd by .^^e we. ^ye ^j^ ip 
Swi^oflandr I^aaiJbLer: pn towards Ji^^ 
BtCUtious niche in the irock, ve];y,n)^h,|<^^^- 
bUiig tbe.i^ipxiey 19 the balls of aiu;ijeiit .^^qs, 
nwii afs , the days of chivalry pp§&^e»8^^ ^]^^ 
lan^ and, born: blazoned the wal).: .^i^rqef^ 
reposed a b^fdof cattle, whicb tl^i&.]niipar^ to 
it „ a . very . picturesque appeai<ancef * ^ot it far 

cfsevik^efli or orifices in the rock* One resembled 
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H'^riiplete ihteaAf Mi>1liiBr' sieeined nM m 
k "fiitti of «dly^el>, and BiMfi n^ht be oinftpaml 
toa Ml. of transpardBt hail. 'Nea^^to-Myrii^^ 
kin^tivu^ cascades called ^^l^p&oeAaad MMibaek 
We dined hei*^) and made sdme smiifi pnrefaaises; 
one a mi^iflcent specimen of the inftect €a^ 
prioovim; and sallad spoonfii, &c. of y«hr finely 
earved) wliere adTantage^ as in the on^ > when 
eikt in cameOj is taken to bring out one ef the 
eoloiijhs only in the relief, while the other feraiB 
the ground. The people <^ this town are tali 
in stature, the men about six feet, and the 
Wbmen five feet six inches. It is celebrated for 
ancient cheese ; some has been introdueed at table 
130 years old. Hemp, barley and oats are the 
chief articles cultivated here. 
' 'Though the climate of the Cantmi of B«me 
Ssuothot, it must be now much wmmer ihtth 
in tile days of Julius Cj&sar, when the pec^le 
of Helvetia set fire to their twelve cities,' and 
400 villages, and' quitted their country for a 
wai*mer region^ There is a greii,t <live^ityof 
eliciiate. In isome districts the temi^vegetttlioii 
only eiidures for three or four jnonthi, do ths^ 
com and fruit ripen badly, or not at all. In the 
valley, wheat is grown ; and reaped in the month 
of Jime, and in higher regions the oi^ and-bar- 
ley, the only grains that can be cultivated, are not 
ready to cut down till the month of September. 
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In the Canton o£^ Berne the (isirolf,^ lyxi^ aipine 
hare^ &c^9 aire, vfery coibindni ^ A-f^fw years aga^ 
a wildost was decoyed iii tbe Yieiiiity of Bieme. 
Oy p^o^e .now Imn]^^ feibemb^iio kffiup^ i^eeti^ 
at Cbrii^dfilwald^ Lauterbrunnen, , &e« iiloci^ of 
ohamosfi, from. 50 to 100 together^ ' IShe bear k 
sojniietini/w seen ^ die OrimiS^ or.^the bei^tg 
of Jl^kuterbntxmeii) Gxiadetwald^ ; &;c. One^as 
killed on the Grimsel in ISi^and two bearskin 
181,& destroyed many shjeep in th^ Talk^ of 
Grindelwald* .This animal ckmies • from, thil 
Canton of Ti^^^ where it is iiidigeiioiia^ i«c 
from the mounEtains .of Savoy, and itViBt oaly 
when the weather is very severe that it^tvteti^ 
tux^s into these re^onS) in search of food^ Tbe 
wild, boar from the. forests of the Jura ranges as 
far odcasionally as Bienne. At Latit^bnatfinen 
the flesh of the marmot^ which deeps soimdly 
at die foot of eternal $saow^ i& much irelisbed; 
it is scdULed to remove the hair, and thwsi rosfiHed; 
it is also preserved, smdced and salted The 
ornithology of the Canton of Bernje,. from its 
div^sHy of climate, chiefly in reference to altl^ 
tude, jdoes not materially differ from the ^ur->' 
rounding Cantons* \¥%en the season is severe^ 
flocks of the wild swan visit it^ lakes^ In^^ Januf- 
ary 1814, a cormorant was s^en on the Lake of 
Brientz, in which is Ashed the Brientzling, so 
called after the name df the lake. Near to 
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Thun, at. an elevation of 18Q0 abbvfi the leVfi^Qf* 
theciea, the vine is cultivated, ., The ]|;>^^^,.|f| 
foimd £tt 4500 feet high, and the Qak «t 8g60. ; 
The elm and oak sueeeed at ^an eleva^tion^: c^r 4 100^ 
feet; $m^the:.i^ifm^ ^^Iv^atns^ihongk diiicoyered 
at an altitude of 6400 feet, does no4; {»rpsp^ir. 
Th^^flfHra'of this Canton is very extensive-ainl 
varied. The Lutchinen ialk into th^ Lak^ of 
Brientss,^ not &r frmn Interladcen, and the Al^, 
rieii^'from the 4jlaoiers that lie hetweien. the 
Sehreekhom, and the Finster AarhoFn, 13,176 
feet above the sea's level, rolls its golden sand^ 
si(v«eping! past Myriiigen into the- Lake of 
Brientz. 

Having: surveyed the surrounding country, 
we took our leave of the^-Canton of Berne, to- 
pass the* Briinig, by a path 3,579^ feet high;* mUi 
the^ Canton of Underwalden, Before we left 
Myringen, at half past ten o'clock, the ther- 
mometer was 72°, and the hygrometer 22'5. 
Our walk over the Briinig was very pleasant, 
though ' somewhat fatiguing : now and then we 
were embowered among trees, and twice came 
suddenly and unexpectedly on pretty pasturagei^, 
with their challets csilmly reposing in the lap of 
vetdure. From our highest elevation, the^viet^ 
of the valley and lake of Brientz, which 'if^e had 
just left, was most imposing, preidentiligliiany a 
sublime and b^utiftil image to th^ pocftil; vision, 
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or the beau ideal of mind. The view of the 
Valley of Samen. from hence is qi^te 4 picture 
and one of the richest kind. Beneath us lay the 
Lake of Lungem, — an unruffled mirror, '^ calm 
as settled hate," reflecting from its glassy waters, 
dark and deep, the mountains and their brown 
garniture of pines, while, in patches, in shallow 
places, the water-lily sported its snowy chalice, 
floating among discs of green leaves. Long 
before we arrived at Lungern, we found that 
we had got into a Catholic Canton ; the cross had 
announced this. On our descent of the moun- 
tain, and not far distant, was a chapel or star 
tion, in which was enshrined a paltry represen- 
tation of the Madonna; a poor ragged boy was 
kneeling before the image, telling his beads, and 
this was followed in due time by beggars,, in- 
sulated or en masses and so beset were we, that 
it was not without difficulty we reached the 
miserable village, from which we were glad to 
escape as promptly as possible. 

Sebastian Pierre engaged for us a sorry 
vehicle, little better than a cart, without springs, 
but the only machine of the kind that would 
contain ourselves, the guide, and driver. The 
horse was very restive, and as we skirted the 
Lakes of Lungern and Samen close to the wa- 
ter's edge, which are extremely precipitous and 
profound, our seat, altogether independent of 
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OHT vatdtingj was not the most soothing and 
.itjranquillizing, and we should. most earnestly ad- 
vise those who follow in our route, to wcUk^ if 
they value their personal safety; for, suppose 
they succeed in obtaining a char-a-banc, it is not 
the stoutest vehicle in the world, and they must 
submit to the caprice of the horse. A mule 
would be much safer in this district. All we 
saw of its inhabitants were pictures of idleness, 
dulness, and distress, — ^sad scene for the philan- 
thropist. Rags, filth, and wretchedness, however, 
81^ th^ indigenous trophies of Catholic Cantons, 
mid comfort and happiness seem to bid them for 
eiier farewelL . 

It was late when we arrived at Samen, from 
whence., the valley takes its name. Our landlord 
at the inn where we remained £br the night, was 
extremely civil and obliging, but the salle-a- 
manger was of the most ordinary kind, and pre- 
sented a very motely assemblage of diversified 
characters. On the left Mount Pilate, with its 
seven towers, and on the right Mount Rhigi, 
queen of mountains, like the Pilkirs of Hercules, 
form a bold feature in the scenery of the Lake 
of the four Cantons. The new church of Sar- 
nen is covered with red tiles, and surmounted 
by a spire. The lake is 1580 feet d,bove the sea'a 
level, and Sachlen on its verge, contains the 
tomb of Nicholas Flue, — a name dear toi 
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Switzerland, whose patriotic eloquence, in 148 1^ 
served to cement in the bond of amity the then 
distracted Cantons. The northern extremity 
of the Lake of Sameti extends to the base of 
the Amiberg, and between this lake and that 
of Lungem, stands the smsGil Town of Giswyl, 
and a connecting stream flowing from the Lake 
of Lungem unites the two lakes of the valley. 
The scene presented by this valley is extremely 
picturesque and beautiful, and the Diorama is 
certainly its faithful representative. The chain 
of the Briinig, of which Wyllerhom is the most 
elevated summit (5,895 feet high), closes the 
valley, and far above, in the back ground firouL 
the Canton of Beime, the Wildgest Horn (7,800 
feet elevation), silvered over with snows, rears 
his stately dome. The Valley of Samen is a 
sweet terrestrial paradise. The condition of its 
inhabitants is the only shade of the picture, and 
dismal and dark it is, — ^it is an Arcadia and a 
Tempe, and, abstracted from man, presently what- 
ever is sublime and beautifiil in creation, — lovdy 
in vegetable being, and venerable in the majesty 
of mountains. 

Early on the following morning we left Sar- 
nen for Stanz, where we arrived at* eight o'clock.' 
Shortly after breakfast we visited the chiurch, 
and took a look at its golgotha, or place of 
skulls, where the crania are ranged on conve- 
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nient shelves, and occupy niche^ somewhat like 
pig6on*holes, duly labelled^ with name and date 
of demise. The church presented many trophies 
of miraculous cures by saints, memoralized in 
pictures and baby wax-work. One had left 
the crutch on which he (mat h^ Urni/^d^ — a vo- 
tive offering in the « house of B«lamon his Opd." 
Two of the altars were under repair; three of 
the radii of the halo on the crucifix which sur- 
mounted the chief altar, were defaced, we ^ere 
informed, by the b^Uet that killed the priest 
while officiating, fired by the French, who en- 
tered the church on horseback. The church- 
yard was decorated with nuiiierous iron crosses, 
many of them gUt, and some of them adorned 
mth little paintings, tolerably executed. The 
graves were covered with pinks and boxwood, 
and stone basins and pans, with bunches of box, 
twere attached to every angle, and a due allot- 
ment of salt and water, wherewith to sprinkle 
the sod. In the room where the Diet sits, in 
the Hotel de Ville, we saw the fine picture by 
WoLMAR of Nicolas de Flue^ taking leave of 
his family ; and on the roof, an inferior produc- 
tion, the Judgment of Solomon. The Presi- 
dent's chair was decorated with the double key, 
the armorial insignia of the Canton. Jn Stanz 
is a fountain of black marble, with the statue of 
WiNKELRiED. The drcss of the people here was 
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very peculiar : the men wore a cockade in their 
chapeau, and the females had their hair inter- 
twined with white tape, with bandeaus, and fes- 
toons, and further decorated with large skewers, 
quite a tSte omee, and in sufficient profusion. The 
hats are flat, painted underneath, and covered 
with ribbons, dyed all the colours of the iris. 
In the salle-a-manger, where we breakfasted, 
and where the Diet dines, were two cabinets, one 
at each end, containing the armorials of the Lan- 
dammenn ; the folding-doors were thrown open. 
After we left Stanz, there was pointed out to us 
on the right, the house formerly the residence of 
Arnold de Winkelried, now belonging to the 
fanuly of Trachsler. On our left was a quad- 
rangular enclosure of stones, which we entered, 
somewhat Druidical in character, and surrounded 
by horse-chesnuts : the acts of the Diet are here 
annually promulgated viva voce^ in the audience 
of the people,-^a practice similar to that of the 
Tinwald Court in the Isle of Man. On the road- 
side we passed several females engaged in beat- 
ing flax, which was previously almost scorched 
oyer a iire. Underwalden was one of the three 
associates in the cause of Swiss liberty, in 1308. 
The Catholic religion is that of the Canton, and 
the only library in its entire extent belongs to 
the Abbey of Engelborg. Superstition and igsto- 
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ranee reign the ascendant, and want and miseryv 
like some " ill-used ghost," walk abroad. 

At a small village on the borders of the lake 
of the four Cantons, we engaged a boat to navi- 
gate its expanse. At a quarter before eleven a. m« 
the thermometer was 68° F., and hygrometer 
14°. A dense fog enveloped the surrounding 
mountains. The temperature of the lake was 
67° F. The church bell was heard at a distance, 
and its tone, softened and mellowed by the lake, 
had a very pleasing effect on the ear. In the 
angle near to Gersau, in the strait of Vierwald, 
it is quite evident that the mountain has shot 
from its inclined plane into the lake, — a pheno- 
menon of too frequent occurrence in these lands. 
The view from the lake of the surrounding moun- 
tains is extremely fine and diversified ; but there 
are several points possessed of local interest, of 
an unusual description, and we had not been 
long on the lake before the dense curtain of fog 
which had enveloped the mountains around, 
gradually rose, and unveiled all their magic 
charms and magnificence. Mount Pilate gloried 
in his height before us, — sombre from the pines 
that brace his sides, though here and there the 
monotony is relieved by the varied shades of 
patches of verdure. At one time, during the 
dark ages of superstition, though its dregs still 
remain, the Council of Lucerne gravely decided,. 
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that none should^ without special leave, visit 
the lake on the summit of Mount Pilate ; and 
the heaviest penalties were inflicted on those 
who violated the command, for fear some im-* 
proper person, by throwing in stones or rubbish, 
should cause storms and tempests to arise, by 
rousing ^^ the spirits of the vasty deep," and 
thus drawing on the plain the fell vengeance of 
the spectre domiciliated in its infernal waters^ 
The shepherds of this mountain w^e sworn, 
each returning spring, not only to infuse to :aet 
as guides, but also to conceal the path^ and the 
administrator of the oath waiS paid a flortn per 
day for this purpose. At the base of this moun- 
tain, made so formidable by superstition, are 
little wooden houses, used as cold caves. On 
31st July, while the temperature in the shade 
was 73° F., that in the huts was only 39° ; milk 
can be kept for three weeks, meat for a month, 
and cherries for twelve months. In one house 
snow was preserved all the summer. 

Gersau, on the left, looked very interesting 
and beauUful. It is the smallest xepdblicin 
Europe, and only extends two leagues in length 
by one in breadth, being bounded by the base 
of the Bhigi and the banks of the lake^ At the 
age of sixteen years, each possesses a xjght to 
vote in the General AssemUy. On one occa- 
sion there was a public notice threatening exem- 
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plary punisliment to any one who should be 
found associating with two individuals, who had 
been convicted of being drunk and quarrelsome ; 
€K> strict is the code morale of the republic of 
Oersau. 

We passed, on the right hand, a pyramidal 
mass of rock, perfectly insidated in the lake, 
and seemingly detached from the adjoining 
mountain by a slip, but pitched exactly on its 
base, and crowned by a spruce fir and the Pinus 
syivestris. The lake, at this place, is estimated 
at 600 toises depth. Two shej^erds were march^ 
ing like chamois among the alpine rocks, at a 
j^eat altitude above, imparting to the scene a 
wild and romantic feature extremely singular. 
The trees fret and clothe these rocky walks very 
curiously, and their roots ramify among the 
rents, and descend to the waters of the lake. 
My hygrometer shifted to 0% and soon after 
veered round to 9°. We landed at 1 p. m. to 
see the three fountains, which legend informs 
us sprung up here simultaneously and spon- 
taneously, when the three Swiss met to take 
the voluntary oath to avenge their country's 
cause. These three patriots were Walther 
FuRST, a rich proprietor of Uri, and father-in- 
law of William Tell ; Werner de Staufpach 
of Schwitz; and Arnold de Melchthal of 
Underwalden. Thirty of their friends joined 
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i;igb*, l^wd was 5a°J5 ; tjb^t oii^ :the>M('wlHIDd 

^c^ {vc^denljal pirpumstai;ic^. Cb0ii|j|fe»l>jtMa 

neitl^^.^lpjia^s A^r .ipyriittes jepu}d l^.>dwor. 
TfiK^ty >/A*^^.^«P^,wVs^* oyer ^h^fB^ f tjne%wil«Wm 

W*x^>^\jrtW^ *^^W[4*/ iXbe, entire 11^^ of 
Ei}^.^ isj jeyid^Uy a. ^P^ at some pcirioid long 
^^^ J;)y^ fi^pia^ ^he sup^mor chain. Two churcfaes, 
pi^^h^ou the summit of the mountains above, 
cpi|[i|)lete,the extraordinary picture. 
I^^\^e >|^egcended and crossed the lake. On the 
le^.^{^*.thi() spQt» a m<^ufitain has fallen^ and 
{urc^Y^^ , a Bew j^urface, on a lo^er level >tban 
t|^t,|t;.praci^cupiedf w)ueh i^ now iBkv^tedwkb 
p^p^ag^ for^(»i1ftle9 and t)iQ dwellings of m^ : 
tl|^,^^ th|i>|; surface^ which once scorned v^e- 
t^^Q]^,h^oiK^ plo(he4,wiA fruit trees ^^d un- 
d,9jTWftq^;jf, wlijl^, it to^-^rjed aboye: th^ clouds, it \ 
e^i})ited,t^e inyanahlp garb of winter, hut now 
it^l\?^p([?if}^jg;ed^,^^^ and.with it^ha* be- 

cq^e onf tjiniqt ^tl^ fLijip^ ^^^ y^etabl^ being. 
6p^f^]^i£ni^iiilomQ4:U%1^ which 
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weighed 800 Ib.^ was killed, aboat eighl year» 
ago, in a valley on the right* It was discovered 
quietly feeding with a flock of sheep* The lad 
who tended the flock ran home and told his &* 
ther that a ^eat dog was feeding with the sheep. 
They immediately went out, and it was killed 
by the father. It had most likely been chased 
previously by huntsmen, and wearied out. One 
hundred francs is the premium given by. go- 
vemment for the heads of wolves and bears* 

We landed at Tell's Chapel, which appeared 
to have been once prettily covered with discs of 
wood, which are often elegantly arranged in the 
houses in the Canton of Underwalden* It seems 
to have been repaired in 1719, but is now going 
fast to ruin. We found several people here en- 
gaged in splitting up billets of wood. The prin- 
cipal events in the life of the hero are painted 
somewhat rudely on the plaster of the walls* 
It was at this spot that William Tell sprung 
from the boat, and escaped from the clutches of 
Gessler. As the legend of William Tell is fa- 
miliar to almost everyone, it is unnecessary to de- 
tail it at length. The tyrant Gessler, the servile 
tool of the Emperor Albert, had exercised the 
most ferocious acts of cruelty. He was a man 
full of malignity, proud, haughty, and imperi- 
ous, and carried the exercise of his power so far 
that, in 1307, he cauised his hat to be erected on a 
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po)ei^'dn-tIie Greai Sijtiare of Altorf, capkal of 

tb« Canton ^f Uri, Mid denmnded roverenee and 

obdhloiee fihoioi'iall who passed dt*^ Wj^aiam 

Tell reAssed the homage required ^ by- thfe ty-* 

rant ; wh^^upott he tirai^ seized, and his yoiing^ 

est fidn being bound to a stsdce benentii a lime* 

tree, and an ap{^e placed upon his heed. Tell 

was ordered to shoot at this apple with his cross- 

bow. The faUier succeeded in spfittinig the aipple 

in twaiti^; but on Oessler's demanding i;he rea^ 

son of his having a second arro^ concealed 

about his person, Tell replied, ^< To have MUed 

you, had I IdUed' my scm/* On this * answer, 

the forious tyrant daused Tell t» be bocmd, 

and carried to the boat in waiting, fo/r thb pur^ 

pose of havif^ him conveyed to a stronghold -in; 

his own castle^ A storm arose, and WiblfAM 

Tell was unbound for the purpose of navigating 

the boat, being well acqiudnted with Ihe local 

circumstances 6f the lake ; and it was here that 

he leaped from the boat and escaped, having 

pushed it off, to brave again the fury of the 

storm. . 

After leaving Toll's Chapel, we skirted the* 
lake on the saine sid^,' and passed a i^urch, imd 
near it a mil}^ in • tnotion, where, ' about twenty 
years before, -a mountain tumbled into the lake ; 
and its waters^ thtis raised, swept away into its 
vortex two houses and' fourteen persons. Afet 
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we advanced, the roeke seabed very ^iiigulafly , 
c<mtorted: ; and tto vertM^l «i^aU^ in li^sidny ^place^' 
presented a smooth stirfaoe^ bu% slightly ineiyiiiedLf 
We observed also a^ietuFeof the IVfod^tilia, im* 
bedded in the sur&e^ of a lofiy rock^oyei^ ^ 
vaulted caveni, ; The vertical' walk of limestone 
towering high above us, were finely Mbged and 
feathered on their escarpement^ with trees and 
shrubs, while dpots of Uehens mottled the sur- 
face ; and here and there the Lichen sulphnreiusy 
^eome^nci^,&c. painted the mountain sides where 
nji> other speeies of vegetation could clmgi 
Near to Brunen these rock« beceio^ ^curiously 
castellated, and much resemble encnrmoua masses 
of brick-work, covered with shelving toofs. The 
postman from Lucerne to Italy departs by the 
lake four times a week; and when the navi- 
gation becomes dangerous from storms, he tra- 
verses the mountains above. 

The boats which navigate this lake, and those 
generally in Switzerland, are but ill adapted to 
encounter the ^torm, or even to traverse such 
vast surfaces of water in summer, though they 
m%ht suit river navigation well enough. They 
are extremely shallow and ftat bottomed, there- 
fore can have but slender hold of the water. 
The (lightest motion, or even change of pomtion, 
is quite sufficient to upset the frail bark, and 
the balance must consequently be equipoised 



WI& the nkeflt eftre« Tlie nifl, to6, is <me of 
an improfK^r fortii ; it W <jtUidnmgaTitf, but 
fiioaM eertaii^ he trianff^iUar; and, from the 
liftdden gtists of wiiids which issue from the 
mimntams, and are occaioonally violent; itmtifit 
hk always held in the hand, ready to be lowered 
hi a momenta 

^ We landed at Brunen, and dined at an inn 
tfideh' presented a lovely prospect <^ the lake 
fullmfi'ont^ On our right were the /]6f)eejff>tci»* 
kiinsy and on the lefl TelFs Chapdy wMch we 
had • jufi^ left. We perambulated the town, but 
Mdid nothing worthy of notice. One of the 
niountabis which oVeriooked Schwitz, the cajdtal 
^ the Ganion, wa? g&ded with the llctt ra^ 
of the setting sun, tBtti appeared beautifuL 'At 
this plaoe was signed the famous league between 
XJti, Sehwits, and Underwalden, on the ISfli 
January 1308. 

We proceeded onw^d to Schwitz, and observ-^ 
ed' in a garden on our r%ht a gigantic plant of 
hemp, and what might justly entitle it to the 
naihe of tree hemp^ It was at least xeight or 
nine^t higl^ and had branches from the main 
stem tinree feet long« When we entered the 
town, we perceived on our left a tolerabty fine 
house; which we were informed was the resi- 
dence of the Landammaxm. The church, frill in 
front, and on an eminence, with its church-yard 
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display of a thousand ^ded^d figured crocee^ 
was peculiariy jdcturesque and sii^guliir. The 
roof of the churcli is y4^ nuiaUy paipted a/^6^(99^ 
aud the orgau deUcately figured. . Qur ,gu^ 
here made the accustomed gepuflesiou aud sa^ 
of the cross hefore the altar,, and, turning tq 
us, intimated that it was mere form; ajQid we 
had reason, on more occasions than tl^s^" to 
doubt the sincerity of SsB^TiisN PxEREE'i&rCBi- 
tholicism* The town, from hei^ the .q^radleipf 
^wiss liberty, not only gives the nan^ i-ta^. .tht 
Canton, but the countiry. The ojigpji9ii.ps^xiB 
gf Switzerland was JHeivetia,; und^j; Go^^tjf^ 
^AU(2U$: it was q»Ue4 l^ ^Jla^. AHfawgP^ 
^nd, aflter 1:^13, assi|pi^4 its j^^ifent na.meH ? A^t 
^^si<Qfdeln, in this , Cantop^ i^ an ^\^y of ( J3i^ 
liedictines^ and in the chapel ad^iningif^iaicel^? 
firated image of N^^ Dam des JEirmit^ jfte* 
sented by the Abbess of Zurich. It is t|ie Lo- 
BETTO of Switzerland, and thither th^ ti^ibesr go 
yp annually in'immense troops. In J8I7,, th§ 
i^umber of . pilgrims amounted to 80,000. H^e, 
too, may h^ p1^^ch4sed fragments of the . ^rue 
cros$f in quantity jsufl^ient to roof an <»r<Ui^ucy 
building-4i reUc which certainly se^nis^ from 
its copious supply and universality, tQ pvoi^sfifs^ at 
least (me of the properties of nu|tt^> U» ii^^si^ 

We left Schwitji for Goldau, iui4 h^ o^f ipr Ifft 
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the snowy ridge oiihe Blumen-AIp. The scene 
of the Lake of Lowertz before us was placid, 
and the rays of the setting sun sparkled on its 
surface ; a boat glided on its waters, and a swal- 
low dipped its wing in the wave as it flew over it. 
On one of two islands plumed with trees, there 
was a castle ; the varying light and shade of the 
living picture before us might have supplied the 
contemplative philosopher with sufficient images, 
and with every angle the scene >nd inu^^ry 
changed. The confines of the lake are much 
curtailed by the &Q of the Mos^erg^ a mountain 
toward the right ; and opposite to this destruc- 
tive mountain stood the Khigi, with a cn>wn of 
^ouds. We walked over the road,' which had 
been raised by this catastrophe upwards of 100 
feet above its former leveL It required the la- 
bours of 400 men for a c^msiderable time to cut 
and form a road across the dreadful ruin. 
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CHAPTER X. 



tlOLDAi) AND THE KUIN OF THK ROSHBEIIG THE 

,T,aHIG! SUBLIME PANORAMA AS SEEN FKOM 

„.„,|THE RHIGI-CULM LUCERNE. 



JLuis terrible catastroplie uccurrcd on tlie 2d 
^ptember 1806, by the fall of the Rossberg, 
which ruse originally 3516 feet above the level 
of the sea. Thie mountain has also been called 
Ruffibccg, or Spitzbiihl. The eventful morning 
appears to have been ushered in with rain, which 
continued until noon ; and during the entire 
day the heavens were sad and sombre, as if in 
anticipation of the event about to ensue. About 
2 p. M., the forests and orchards which com~ 
passed the Rossberg appeared oonvulsed, as if 
shaken by the invisible hand of Omnipotence, 
and occasional fragments of rock were observed 
to fall. About an hour after, the villages of 
Goidau, Lowertz, Rothen and Busiagm, were 
overwhelmed, and a once snuling valley, whera 
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0^ pMP^&il lil^i^kK!^ «^44]|flai$^ftui|Uiai dwdt» 
i)^ih% flo^^N^d k^r^ |»^dpig,4p (he plaiBs 

of /<^ . d^ftplatipn ^xkd rvio^ W^^ cqrcuinflcribcd . 
aisqipare l^pjigue. ' J^ was a dread fie^&r^oi de* 
atructiofiu Thii8».ui one awtvi^pkomsntj was an 
Arcadian vale turx^d into a Q6his»m&n or valley 
of shriekmg. In the ruin weie involved two 
i^hurche% Ui ho^ises, 800 9:ti^;mri^e,•|gpd9tajbkB». 
more thaii 400 persons, and at J?ea|»t32& head!* 
of eatde. This fearful accuffiu)j»tiw . of . tjbtt 
meek pf the Rossjbcprg i&rII(|bed#J9e^|»l^^lltai»^ 
and diininished ithe f^par^eiaV^^ 
Rhigi, on this side,Jby eleyatMdgi tbe pluinuaii itto> 
hjtmn, Strangers, wbomxuriosity l^^d>M ^^mcdi 
the Bhigibergt weri^ ^nfoirtunfitel^ €iyerwhelm»» 
ed, as weU jas. the inhajhitan^ of tlpiie ,pWiVi : • n. 
Dr Zay of 4p^h(|t smfdl town lon fth0 hard«|ra^ 
of the J^ake^ol^ug^and eont|guoi|s$to the siH^iui. 
of desolatioi]^), ,h^ given. u% i|i .Hv Utile woril 
published originally in i6eiri)cia^,-biit,n9W tra«#» 
lated into French, a^d^plomble. yet^ ^^thful.pio^ * 
ture of the . 4^fitastrophe ;*• i ^ptire forests, ;w!». 
are ]^p]:med,,WQ)^^ peiyseiisred tp.desofa^d€»,mi«f»< 
fron^ the ]|ipuiitai%- wd advance with nee^e^, 
rateiq^inoveinent intp the^iuy aceon^nied. 
with rocks of thejqaagxut^idf of large buildingsyr 

^ *^ Goldau et son district,*' &c Lucerne 182a 
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impUUty ef im ttrow to Ae Artttiieid i^^iettflf 
twoi^giieB. Honiei^ t^le^ iuidliiniilcii^b^lfa^ 
wcire engulfed in tUi vortex of dCHtriMfBoii 
and whirlwind of death, and seemed to HiMtM 
iaid«^. The lake of Dowertz, filled ^ Bj^ 
enonflons masses of rock, no longel: confiiiell 
within its natural precincts, rose like a Wall^ 
and extended jits desolating wave far ofidSi^de.' 
Tw^ lads and two young girls, who were t^nd-' 
ing their gottts on the Saigel, Were raised into' 
the air, and propelled by the current to a great 
distance. Flames burst forth (in all probability 
attr%utable to a charcoal oven) and gave an^ 
awfid character to the scehe; while it readily 
accounts for the report that gained ground ai' 
an early period of the dread catastrophe, that a' 
vtAcano had broken out The Rhigi felt tlie 
shock and shuddered ! and the windows of th^"' 
Maism de ViUe kt Schwitz rattled in their c^- 
metitll. The Seeven, a village near the lake, on 
the extremity toward Schwitj^ appeared as If 
afloaion thewatersof l/owertz; and numerous Ai^li 
weri9 swfanmiiig about in the streets of Stcntfen.' 
A party, consisting originally of eleven lier-^ 
sons, who had come from Berne on an exettr- 
sion of pleasure, were engulfed, it is sup]K>sed, ' 
near the chapel of Goldau, where the mass of 



242 



ruiirVaB more ttaii 100 feet deep, and onlyjburf 
yt^ fiad happened to wiinder to a little distance, 
were left to tell tibe fearfdl tale of distress. These 
BufviVors were two Messrs May of Berne, M. 
John of' GoUui, tutor in the family of M. May 
of Houed, who was entrusted with the care of 

A 1 

his son, and also of Louis d'Arbon, young 
Miiy s friend, bbth of whom perished ; and M. 
D£ I)iE8BA(t:k, who lost his young Ibride, and was 
himbelf carried in a litter severely wounded to 
2ugi ^' Jamais," says the Doctor, who was called 
to M. D£ DiESBACH, " jc n'y pense sans 6prouver 
une violente emotion ; jamais je ne pas t^mbin 
d'line scene plus d^chirante, moi qui comme me^ 
decin ai ete d port^e d'en voir de si doulou* 
reuses. J'ai sgu de plus par des personnes qui 
avoient vu a Harmetlen M. de Diesbach apres 
r^venement, que dans son d^sespoir il vouloit se 
briser la t6te contre des rochers.'* 

A melancholy colloquy is stated to have taken 
plIiclB between a child and her nurse, buried 
among the rocks^ and separated from each other 
by them. ** Come," said, the child, " do take 
me away." " The Day of Judgment," said the 
girl in reply, ^' will soon be passed; we shall 
then find ourselves in Heaven, and be for ever 
happy." A gentleman of the name of Detlin- 
GEN had a pretty house on the side of the hill ; 
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at the moment when the wat^rs.of tl^e I^fo;^ of 
Low^t2^ roee^ there w^e m, his house i| fei^e 
j^pvant and two of his daughters ;. 4^ (^il^fise 
was five years old, and the pth^ nine^een^ the 
lattev dumb. She was the only one save^, ,1 

There is detailed a still mcnce woiidev^L in- 
terference of PROVIDENCE, in the case of an jn- 
fajit of two years old, belonging to persons 
named Metler, who, though seemingly, swal- 
lowed up with the cottage in which it lay, 
was ultimately found calmly asleep on its mat- 
tress, on a mass of rubbish at some distance. 
In minutely examining all the circumstantial 
details of this remarkable instance of preserva- 
tion, we find ourselves as utterly at a loss to ac- 
count for it as Dr Zay seems to have been. 
The cottage had a solid roof, the windpws were 
top small to permit the passage of the mat- 
tress, the door was locked, and the wooden walls 
an4 rafters were crushed to pieces. The in&nt 
when taken up smiled. The parents were ab- 
sent from the village during the catsisjfcrophe, 
and on their return had the happiness of re- 
ceiving their infant uninjured. 

The eiFect on the minds of the survivors seems 
to have been that of stupor and total abstraction. 
They thought that the final day of doom bad ar- 
rived, and that the fall of the Rossberg would 
be promptly followed by that of the Rhigi, and 
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other mountains around ; and, indeed, it seemed 
afanoit to /realise the Apooaljptic ^yi^ii f^ the 
Bay of JudgBAitttt, >^ wJien the i?i^ed sbaU ^ay? 
unto the mowtaias i»idsto the hills^ FaU.on iM»' 
and hide us from the wrath ^ o£ ? the. JjfLipib**l It 
appears,' i£nom undoubted authority, 4bat this m 
oot 4im only catastrophe which the annals of the 
Bossbei^ have to record, as a fmrmer Yillago, 
named IWthen, was destroyod I^ a fall £rom the 
same mountain^ but the date is not .wellaseer^ 
taioed. 180,000 francs were ceoAtrilmted to- 
ward the eelief ; of the unhappy (»m who sur* 

) It was late in the «¥ening^ whep. ,wo .arrived 
at the iinn of GoldaU} or . .riither whftrex^Qldau 
once stood. It was moonlight^ CM^casionally obn 
soured by islouds* The t^reumstonq^ ^opimectrr. 
ed with the scene ^.b^ieatkandtiairo^v^^ all ^ocr 
cupiedomy mind, and ^thought wfus (busy in.JbeK^ 
chambei<s of iixiagery» vl could not forget J;h#l,» 
inv all prohahility» we then werortoyer itibe pro^ > 
found grave of ^tbe ^even indiiriduals fcotiiiQerue, ^ 
.wjhoihsul perished uueaTu this . sppt^ ^ .^^miWluthe^ 
multitudes .of ideas.w^ich engsosised xwt hUiok a 
solitary walk lOver this dre^ wpreck^ ftf matter. 
Ittwat 4 sorry joght! The iQooni th|:i^W;% oahm : 
andi; settled, tp me a meliMaMshply^raytupion; thi$ 
yastifl!epulcb*e.i ,X)n tlM9 idde.^of ^the. hiU oppo^ 
site( gl^«to4 h0re and . th^r^ tk^ light of th^ 
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challet^ like tiats twinkling iti th^gskjrv ' A ba& 
fHctei^^i^^i^ me^ acrid n 'b^etle^ "vrii^c^^QJund \ms 
like a parting k^ell ' oh^e^ these d^ ^a^ems of 
the dead; 1i4idi^'rdckd filled t^ the' graven *« a» 
dust to dtttrt;/' What a fiWiteirri taoimihent wa» 
hei^ ! A»I'^^mb^i<ed ani^iisg' the' fr^^ <of 
rocks^ some <rf terrible tnagnitnde^ i'heard th4» 
soiig t^f the gtal^shopper, kiid the reed'i^hing in 
the wind, as sioine breeze ishook it atiiid the fenS' 
which herfe and there aboand. • Thfei^very t^^* 
tatiori was fiin^realj c^ appeared to me t6 wear* 
a sad and mournful livery. The cypress, the 
yew, ^nd the ^iJspen^ were not there ^ but the 
luridniphiiheuie tcaS the fremhHnff^p'^s had each* 
their Tnem^tito 'wwC. ~ When " the storied- urn^ 
and animated' busf^^hidl haVe fallen • from their^ 
niche,' ami' all the p6mp Md bksoni^y of the 
scittlptor*^ irft hav* foi^t ' theii^ cunning, "the 
ruin of ' the^ Rossbcrrg Will attest < the temble 
event, and b^ th«r permanent register^of) these' 
rocky tombs'' to distant' age^. ' Eaeh^roek around 
me lo^ktiafdfafi a grave and monttment, aild from^ 
its stei^' fi^otii seemed to i^ebomid ttiowoi^di/^> 
" si^tE viXtorI ^PvirEfkyi nUMX^uiii cALCi*€rf' 
I hiattl wattd^d not kn<iwihg wiiither I went J ^ 
till my foi^t «lippbd into a pool of w»^i-, and^ 
rou^tid me^ from my reveries, "and I retumed'to 
the inn; before whidh rose the 'Rhigibergj that' 
we were to ascend the following morning. No 



246 



r 

cloud muffled its diadem, and, thus unvefled, it 
stood a noble sigbt. At one side was a cha- 
pel, where a glimmering lamip burnt the en- 
tire night before an image of the virgiii, which 
was placed over the altar. 

We lef^ our inn the following morning about 
half past 6 a. m. for the ascent of the Rldgi. 
In the meadows we observed a profusion of the 
autumnal crocus, and on our ascent the gentian^ 
scabiousy monJkskood^ daisy ^ Centaurea monJtcmay 
&c. A large flock of goats, some hundreds 'in 
i^umber, crossed our path. We passed several 
stations — shrines for the devotee. In one of 
these was a rude and gigantic representation of 
our Saviour sinking Under the burden of the 
cross. It was a hideous form, and there was a 
brutality in the exhibition whicJh excited feel- 
ings of the strongest horror and disgust. After 
many a weary circumvolution, we at length en- 
tered the valley of Imsand^ where tbe view is 
more limited. Here stands the chapel of " Notre 
Dame des Nieges,"— a pause for the weAry pil- 
griiii. The foundation of this building was laid 
in 1689, but being foimd quite insufficient for 
the vast influx of pilgrims, it was taken down 
and rebuilt in 1719, Hard by is an Hospice, in- 
habited the year round by three Fathers and a 
Capuchin lay brother. A beggarly Capuchin 
thrust his head out of one of the wickets of the 
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Convent as We passed. Tia& valley is mi^h 
trequented by catholics on saiot days and Sun- 
days, b\it partioularly on the two high festivals 
celebrated here in the chapel of our Lady of the 
Snows, which occur annually on the 22d July, 
the day of St Magdalenei the !&te of the mpi^nt^n 
herds ; and the 5th August, the day of our White . 
Lady. On these holidays are the grand ren^z- . 
V0U8 of the shepherds, while thousands from 
the country round join them in the sacred solem- 
nities of telling beads and singing Ave Marias. 
In the chapel were many trophies of the mirai- 
eulous agency of this " Avenel." We counted 
no less than twenty crutches hung up as votive 
oiferings to the snowy dame; and tawdry lec- 
tures, and waxen arms and legs, multiplied ad 
iti^nitum, the renters of the halt, the lame, and 
the blind, who had leaped and walked, and had 
at least seen " men as trees walking," if no 
more, at the spell of this blanched Madonna. 

Sopn after leaving the shrine of our White 
Lady, we met a group of three damsels and a 
nia^ uncovered tripping lightly. They told 
their heads and^chaunted gwly their " Ave Met- 
ria, gratue pl^a," &c. the man leading, while 
the females made the responseds. We were sa- 
luted notwithstanding, with all due courtesy, 
and " Je voussalue," though not likely to he in- 
corporated among the language of th^ beads, 



|M^€^<9itebl^ i^^ dl ^ Bhiffi ^t^sfiis^ bttib^^ik 

4« ^y Jbaj«|^i>eeBpM ihxjee Jhoan ib^ tlf»iMciiHiAi 

«ii(ij^f|f;al0r ^iled At 101!£aifar^ t AsanfefseeiiAdd 
iii(^.jperceiTed elouds.^ hovmsB^ oyer ik^imounr 
taiiiy which at last condeiiMdtisto >c»iftampeii0* 
trable casque of vapour ; -imA wheoL wt iutiy^ 
at this point, alas ! < .>vk^. 
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'' All in xn^ the world WM tost b^^*A : > 

At jthjj^ imi we found a family whc^ had made dt 
their^ ^ompprary residence, atid v^t» trying > the 
effei^% /oif ip«amtain air : and, in oomplaatil^of the 
oji^sty a^d p&lmonic diseaae% wd diink tlie^sys^ 
tem ;may here receiye a-; new: pulse. v .sNa^uiie 
se^e([} (tjQ iayoA«r«tbJ8 view of the case,, and had 
strewi^ around nojb only t}ie Licheasafigiferinus, 
hut also the Iceland mosfif^ which .we ohserved 
in.^bundanoet; and here is a racei^ purer air, 
ufiminglpd wijbh the stagnant Yapeiir afeid impuri* 
ties of .>ti^e, valley, or. t]^6. crowded population of 
the,,tf^wi«-.wd^ll' its noxious ^^dia^ations. .A>' 
sta^ ^lld windlpigtpitth brought us atijbngih rto. 
the^o^i^t.,pQi«t o£ Rhigi, ^S Qaeen of |^i 
tains."., . f* f,. .j'lMi. i -i. '■ ^M-: • .» 



Ukft^irpfomt al. .die iboMlrfvtlie^llki^)* namely 

taisinu^ibe'^nBidenMiM fei^diiig* ioi^aliiMM 
peoiamdar promoiiiavy^ of ^eigiit io-ten ko^^ 
micifoiiiitfiBreiit)efc-4AiaiiiAof^ tb>the gi^t 

lilptno; ridges i Oppeeke^ ^•'lOdgi'gtli^dis "^ 
sombre Mons PUatus^ her riv^^i4?<^iV'|a9i^' M^ 
her side the Rossfoerg and its ruins. The Rhigi 
is composed ^^n^^a^-et trtcda tf^ ddriglomerate, 
and the highest point is called the BJtigi-culm^f 

D«bal^e^FieR/'^5i^i6 fe^^bdrexl^i«}i^^*bf fh^ 
seii i)At:dwia%naKFiMnt;ti»rh«vi^^ti%'ifri4ved'l^ 
hal&past il^:di6'therai4yiii4iteit WHs^^^d^ having 
fallen^.54^ th^ hygrometer* i«te ISH Ndt far 
IbomlteBQeisaerosa^atlbe )m[le^'#hii?h ta gelfi^^ 

tleman'wiiscvvcuit «mii Mlledi^the pt^el^ing yj^ar 
br^ a fladh oflightbvng.fnt i»iit,i -'i •» J .v ^^ ->'♦< 

. iWe >luul }iedn> aomotiiikeiietf the' ^nkf^MtAxil^ 
a>nili(|iKi^iirMMl| «(yf'<'mist>)i^tiH) ^;^t^k){i<^ tli^' 
Rhigibm^VMtd'o^ieokitig d^rwu^^tb '^e^^fd^^ 
found.-of rn^ioui!^ 'ivt^ wttne^sed%^Mi^st^d1irioiiy^ 
and beautiflil gpedtaolrt itiJR^tfcat^^f 'to^iiiii' 
glowing iii alltlie tintg^ of Uhe {#]»m, '«tiitf of' & ' 
horseshoe form^ imbedded deep in the vapOtirl * 
I never before saw a rainbow of this form ; its 
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dim^nfiians, too, vrdfe very limited The clouds 
movedy'and'deemed to pass before us in review, 
•^fit Bhrine for Ossian'-s ghosttu At length they 
began to disperse, and dissolve into transparent 
kit. Sometimes diey would seem to linger on 
the mirror'd lake, as if they wooed it, and were 
loath to part, and then they would cast their veil 
oVer the distant mountains, dimly seen through 
their transparent medium; but, at length the 
Curtain rose from over the landscape, as if it 
were drawn into Heaven by an invisible hand, 
and discovered its unique and glorious pano- 
rama. " We looked o'er half the world;" the 
Jlhigi-culm is marked by a stand, which we 
mounted by a short ladder, and from this point 
the astonished eye unexpectedly plunges into the 
immense profoimd which lies unveiled before it 
in all its vastness, — its length and breadth and 
depth stretching far and wide into immensity. 
A lovely hemisphere was above pur heads, and 
beneath and around a terraqueous scene, out- 
witting the necromance of imagination or wit- 
cheries of poetry. None " but itself can be its 
parallel," Fifteen lakes spread before us their 
reflective beauties, including those of Samen, 
Lucerne, Zurich, and Zug, and many' sheets of 
water not numbered as lakes, are seen besides. 
The eye seems gifted with new vision : at once a 
telescope and a camera obtcura. Mapped out be^ 
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fore it dm one fair animated canvas is seen a 
great part of the Cantons of Underwald^Ei, Lu-* 
ceme, Schwitz, Zug, ArgoTie,^and Zurich; ai^din 
the noble circle which circumscribes us, are the 
mountains of St Gall^ Aj^nzell, Glaris, the 
Grisons, Tessin, Uri, Berne, Neufchatel, So- 
leure, Basle, Schaff house, and Thurgoyie. Here 
was a circle of the " everlastmg hills," — "a build- 
ing of God, not made with hands," — ^where Alps 
on Alps arise. The vision wanders over more 
than Switzerland, — it penetrates into the Vosges 
and among the moimtains of the Black Forest 
of Germany. The superb relief of the Alpine 
chain, and their snows and glaciers, is immea- 
surably vast and sublime. Nought wanders in 
their solitudes but the condor of the old world, 
whose wing wafte him above the regions of the 
clouds, the summits of Mont Blanc or of Rosa, 
or the Jungfrau or the Schreckhtfm. Within 
the vast circle thus flanked by walls of adamant, 
are seen flocks and herds, and trees and pastu- 
rage in liveries of green, cities, towns, villages ; 
the bark gliding on the lake, and all the pheno- 
mena of art and nature,'*--a camera obscura of 
life and being, crowd upon the senses, with 
their overpowering wonders. On the Rhigi 
mountain feed 4f,000 headsW cattle, besides vast 
flocks of sheep and goats. On this sublime pe- 
destal, I thought of die Scripture vision, ** All 
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TMJi^ KiKODOMS aV THE WORLD'H^'X M<Mf£NT OF 

DIME ;": but until tkpm I had not 'liearnt its em-* 
^i^fttis: or poller* -Her^'iail itir *nuigic 'Crowded 
ou the fiupprised and dd^btfed fifiglit : ' I Iball 
never £orget its wottders, and ifben I read the 
expreasive< language, Itihalt temember the pane* 
r^imic yi^n dTthe {Uiigi^culm. ' - ■ 
. .From the platform on the Rhigi-eulm, we went 
to a seat near tiie cross, and not fer from ano-* 
tlier mn,- ereeted in 1816. The Tiew from this 
seat oTBrlooks'Ck>ldau and the ruin of the event- 
'fiiURossberg, «tretehxng in width five or six 
waies frbifti the Lakex)f Zug to that of 'L«wert2, 
-^'rfsA&f we feiM^^ iri reserve for the Que^n of 
Mottntains, and thief 'towns and villages beneath, 
especially Weggis -afidKusnacht : nor is this 
\aere specnlattoni op fency. Immense are the 
I'ents pi^sented throughout its vast extent : we 
cast stones into some of these, and they issued 
from the mountain side some thousands of feet 
below. ' That the Rhigi has been shattered by 
some convulsion, is evident from the rtiin, dis- 
order, and dislocation which are here and there 
observaUe on its flanks,-^formed of the same 
materials, and operated upon by the same causes 
as the Rossberg, we see no alternative; and ter- 
rible will be the &11, and more extensive and 
disastrouis, in all human probability, wDl be its 
consequence. Its inclination, too, simUar to that 
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of tbe Bessb^g^ add9 tc^ibe^aniount of these pvo^ 
b^kbilities* , .l^hejii^Ijtpytioii/aftTmter through the 
^fi0^ auda {^]9(ei:,,gre9Jter^h9ii thatof^he we^e^* 
Rising from.Us,e;ipaiiBsaonmitheact of fi*eeKmg 
would shatter. uMiiddmoint its /mighty fonn,>-«^a 
power thfit hai^ burst a mortar \nth a force ex-*- 
ceediug that of gunpowdei^ May Rhigi long 
maintain her station, but we: 4o not /see on what 
principle she ^wpUim ejcemptloQ. 

r The temperature of. the mountidn varies exr 
ceediiigly,. fiorresponding witfe the elevation /of 
the scdte ,or sbelter afforded firom ^woods. The 
dell, skreened firom the bleak! winds of Heaven, 
and a southern, aspect^ are circumstances that 
will rear aldn^dlier vegetation. It has been 
stated, that 800 species of plants have been col- 
lected from its aides and summit; rhododendrons, 
yacciniumS) gentians, and the napellus, &c. On 
our descent we noticed a fine cistern, wherein a 
great qm^itity.<^ large trput were i,|ire^erved« 
We . saw beaujUfitl -groups and patches of geiw 
tians, ^por^iug th^. blossoms of blue, in rich 
profusion, and ooUeeted on our path both cran- 
bej?ries, whortlQberxies,,^d raspberries. 
; .As,.w,e proceed^df..to. JKuspacht, we passed 
through the defile where William Tell gave 
the tyrant^ Q^ssusa the mortal wound, — an event 
commemorateifi by.jthe^ erection of a chapel on 
the spot. Within, the cb^pel is contained a 
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miserable melange of catholic trumpery. On 
the wall without is a wretched pidnting, repre- 
senting the hero of Swiss liberty, giving the 
despot the coup de grace ; but other incidents 
m Tell's life are improperly included, not being 
contemporaneous* At a short distance from 
Kusnacht is a hill, from whence we perceive the 
ruins of Gessler's Castle. 
' At half past three p. m. we arrived at Kus- 
nacht. The thermometer was T^"" F., and hy- 
grometer 22^ Our dinner at the inn at this 
place was excellent, and elegantly garnished with 
'flowers, especially the dessert, which consisted of 
nine dishes ; hot almonds, Med in sugar, beauti- 
itil rolled up wafers, a^d some large and deli- 
^ous peaches from the garden of the inn, fine 
grapes, rich cakes, and sweetmeats, or bonbons 
in papers, with various mottoes, &c. A fowl 
was introduced on the dinner-table with a sprig 
of rosemary in its bill, which to us had rather a 
novel appearance, though it certainly looked very 
pretty. Kirschemoasser is made in this neigh- 
bourhood to a considerable extent, and, we un- 
derstood, might be purchased here at 10 sous 
(5d.) the boMe. In die streets of this town we 
observed many individuals peelii^ hemp, am) 
females spinning with the distalF. The church- 
yard was decorated in a similar way to tha( 
of Stanz, with the same adjuncts and ajqien- 
dages. The graves were almost all covered with 
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jHnks, many of which were in flower. On one 
of the altars in the ehorch, is St Clement re^ 
posing in state, in a glass coffin; the skull seemed 
to be blanched. There is a large boat suspended 
from the ceiling, with a huge wax-candle for the 
mast, the Virgin at one end, and some saint at 
the other; the bark contains two rowers besides 
these holy personages. In the chapel of the 
Purgatory we observed a pyramid of skulls. 
From hence we enjoyed a fine view of the 
lake and the Pilate-berg *, belted with clouds. 
Temperature of the air 74°; hygrometer 21* ; 
temperature of the lake was 64% soon af- 
ter we embarked on its surface for Lucerne^ 
The waters of this lake, under analysis, gave 
indices of Ume, and a vmriate ; but caustic baryta, 
lime-water, nitrate of baryta^ &e. effected no 
change. The evening was calm, and we had a 
most delightful saiL The planet Jupiter rose 
over the summit of Moimt Rhigi, and the con- 
stellation of Ursa major crowned the Pilate- 
berg, while lightnings played aroimd his girdle. 
We passed a chapel in a small iidland, dedicated 
to St Nicolas, patron of the Lake of Lucerne, 
and landed at a quarter past eight o'clock p. m.^ 
at the Hofthor, where we paid, on entrance, a 
very small coin, — a diminutive fraction of a 
batzen, namely, a heller^ in value about ^^th of 
a penny ! 

* Berg^ mountalD. 



SSft 



RUil da ^tm'&SbmfhmifmA .trid^faitwiTtito^hev 

uiiavfcmdf :aDd ilif tbe i»a$li.«fiK^tot-.)t]j6i%ji^ 
stfctctBil DB^ilei <^ wxMidvi^^IdOfife^^i^ti^ 
2^frSettat€mk Ihmmc^mAM theiMo^smtifAf 

theJiUt^nJUididili laSft^^ml Jk>B^/'<(,<|% JMj pwC'-; i 
terir> inr)crBBi7{i^aiB8 ^ «rci .^^nt^ i^S^ ;^{ii^Mir«% i ^ 
one-half bf'^hich are miligects from t^ Qld.^i^lM^ 
ment^ and tbs o^M9f fbolf are takei^ froi^ajbli^ NWs 
TeirtHineiits i die. hM^ in frosit in going, tptt^^^i 
cathedbral^ aaA tbe fonna: in retmning fronat- Mnil 
In^>fa|itieid»! part of the bridg% froin,;\^he^0r<^ 
wexlbtananfinji^ci^ro^pecti 6enenilPj^?Bp:%ii^rii 
179Q, £ad? T^nptiUmni^xk^ mqs\h^d 1^ n^m^,^^ 
difitancesj' jafcul bei^ta pf the prinoipaL i$|}»miit^ . , 
of the hq^efi 'Alp%7a($ ae^^ Apm it, ^soimpen^s 
eing urn) ih^ tisf >]r the ^ Rossberg, . ^d ten^dm^tf 
ing )OB^itbe MMtbjby I^^Mmt-Pilate.- T^t^nthuniij. 
bri^Oiis cfUidritbe KappcJiBrueke 01: C^p^l . 
Bridge^-bii^tdiidfcWS; ^ is MQ9 feellopj^,. jlafaiver 
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the tsoM^ it f^raid «a»imy ikr-3<wrtia»t mmikBm^ ^ 

mxa eonertosclim^ mailed iow J>iiwiiijj(liiiifJMj><i(r^^ 
Wnt^ Tcfwefvi >tt «roMe0 tlMi mct^ll^]tBr^nM>t^i 
timi m&^ Ae liedke ftcm ^^vtenoe ill flewnu «L»fI1i0T 
raftens'of ^116 bridge wre idsor deeMrated^fifeb IMr f 
pieturfta, B&vetity^rm rektiiqr to Hie moMiae^^ 
markftbl^ {>eiio^ kk thft IdstoTy of SmtagorkitfrH 
and the other«half eonaeeled with ihe> iodt^sdoal - • 
hktoriee ef ^tw<o of the pali>oiis of the cky^jSt v 
Madricb ea&d St Leg^er, €a&o£c legtsnik. Xhe^l 
Wasserthurm, itis4xmjeel;ured,^was onoe ii^ffar-i > 
roB or WBticdi-tower. BefiMre-, the rein»luiaoti'>je£: * 
1798y the arehi\!e0of the stttte and alMftheima^i t 
sure w^% jcep^ in it. The fourth bti«^ ncriledtt t 
Miihlehbra^ke, or the Bric^ of MiUsiitts its '^) 
rafters adorned with pietureB, thii^-«lxiBiiumf*i>i 
her, a copy by MeglikcSk frcfsft th^ celebrated »T 
Daiice'of-Death, suJiposedbyHoLBEw:^ Qnibhili^^) 
brid^ is a shrine' and image^atid the duieiqa^»- rf f 
tity of oil iit eaeh k)%ht teeitirtinied''bcfani4hew' 
saint ; it i^rik tf frequent prMiedade^t m>it ^^ ^ 
most fronted' o^dr hoM, thti^^^^QmAopiiTmi^i^ 
Rossli^^' the White H«^r6e, B\0tp9xoelimt ladL ro 
In tW eoUedtioii ^rf^l^BinikepQ^igfei^eBa^ i *> 
little' Worthy of tic^.^^ 6(iHd« H^^tpeciidtoe^Ciri 
rockaetyiktlfcl fW>m Mottttt^^lft «MtiiiiA$'i8eld>9tl^iH 
rea^iiAble4)He^ : ihklte^re^ ^4Boimtfii(in9ck^iyi 
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laces for disposal , and various other articles. 
At a bookaeller'si (Meyer ), we were interest- 
ed in a fim panoramic p^ting of the view 
from the Rhigi-culm^ which seems a^ faithful 
portrait of the surrounding scenery. We were 
very much gratified by seeing the antiques of the 
ArsenaL In the armoury we noticed , among 
others the coat of mail worn, by Duke Leopojud 
of Austria, at the battle of Sempach. The iron 
casque of the famous reformer Ulrick Zujngle 
of Zurich) killed in 153 1| at the battle of Gap- 
pel ; flags and standards, bows and arrows of 
olden times ; a Turkish standard taken in 161Q, 
before Tunis, by a native of Lucerne. . There is 
also a collection of ancient painted glass. I. was 
presented with an old arrow, haviog a triangu- 
lar point, some of these arrows had their points 
besmeared with a substance, which I found on 
analysis to be pure $ylphur. We went to see 
the immense models in relief of a great part of 
Switzerland, executed by the. late General 
Pfyffer, which are especially worthy of notice, 
a wonderful production, and evidence of ;tl|e ex- 
traordinary exertions of this indefatigable man : 
they are shewn in a wing of the house formerly 
the residence of this intrepid and distinguished 
Alpine traveller, who died in 1802. The entire 
models are represented on 180. square ^feet of 
surface, ^nd^ are composed of 136 pieces. . Here 
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is also a very excellent portrait of the Genera), '- 
and among other objects th^ woodefn sfaOe« uHied ' 
in his Alpine excurdons, and an ingeiiioiis sLc-^ * 
companiment serving at once for a seat and Iei ' < 
walking stick, are still shown. ' -. 

We were exceedingly pleaded with the nwtati^ 
ment sculptured in the sandstone rock, to the me-^ - 
mory of the Gardes Suisses^ in the garden of Go^ 
lonel Pfyffer, and purchased a cast after the ori- 
ginal model. Inthe commencement of the French 
Revolution, on 10th August 1792, the Bwhs ' 
guards were called to the Tuilleries itt defence of : 
the King and Royal Family of France. Thegi'eat-- 
er part were massacred on the spot, or perished 
victims on the scaffold, for their fidelity to tbd 
cause they had sworn to defend. M. Oharlbs 
Pi'YFFER of Altishofen (now Colonel)^ hetaded 
this noble band : his life was spared, and he was 
finally suffered to return homel By a decree 
of the Directory of Berne, 7th August 181T, an 
iron medallion, bearing the inscription ^^ Pid6Kt6 
et honneur,** was voted to each of the survivors. 
On the 1st March 1818, Colonel Pfyffer pro- 
posed to erect a monument, by public subscrip- 
tion, and the sum subscribed amounted to 1000 
Louis (Tors, Thorwaldsen of Rome, the emi- 
nent Islandic sculptor, was engaged to make the 
model, and on the 19th August 1819, the exca^ 
vation of the grotto was begun. Shordy after this 
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period the niod^l arrived froip. Rove, but.vo 
opening the box wbicb contained it, it wa«.fpuAd. 
considerably daiiu^ed, and the noble head . of 
the lion broken into nioire than fifty pieea*. .'It- 
was, however, put togtdier with tolerable aue- 
cesfi, by Colonel I^uis pFYFrfiR of Wyhefp- 
The work after the model, waa comi^eaftad by 
Lucas Aborn, sculptor of ConBtaoice» o^ 984 
n^rch 1820, and finiBbed on 7th August 1821.. 
The grotto excavated in the solid rocl^ w^ffe 
the noble lion,'jmortaUy wounded, and having cxt- i 
pired, reposes, is 44 feet long, and\26 ioet bigh^, 
and tbe Con ia 28| leet long, and,18f«et' lughtl: 
llus animal, of tbe.colosBal inagnitit4e :»li)e«idj)r<, 
stated, is represented BS having cK«d .on.:a h(atk<> 
of broken warlifct) weapons, on^ i|hield .bc^ridgit 
the armorial Neur 4e Lis of Fraitc^. -Thfti 
monument is well conceived, ai]dfineIy.exeoii|i^)i 
In a;i a^joinuig chapel is annually ocJebrat«d-»l' 
catholic funeral service on the lOttt August, lo'l 
cbminemoration of th^ ev^nV whe* 350. Cr«(d«^.| 
Suisses, a few of 1;be National, Guaijdh and I 
200' defen(:el«88in.divjdual(i, maintained ait,mii( 
etjual stand agunsL 100,000 soldieie*'AndMit ikr i 
furntted mob, breathing cruelty and rfivHJ^e.jt.^." 
Having passed the Hofbrucke,,w« .iBipe4)t«dl->i 
the parisli and collegiate church or -^at^bed/alt l 
It is stated that the foundation sUmawM lajd.in ■ 
695, on the remains of a convent of Benedic- 
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tines. The present edifice, however, is ^Q,ere<j- 
tion df 1W4/. • OVe^ the 'cMeJ^'iit^ is a '%^^ 
pabiting by Lan^ranc : ' the subject is biur ,S,a,- 
viour on the Mount of Olives. This church cop^ , 
tains three organs : the hirgest was finished by 
Jean Gbissler of Salzbourg in 1651, an^ Wj^ 
the labiyur of seven years. There are 2826 pip^^ 
constructed of English block tin : the lajcgest \S| 
thittynseven feet high, and two feet d^^^metei^ 
and capable of containing 1308 liquid pints. ^,^ i 
Here is a niost extensive exhibition of ^ros^ > 
rie^'Md relibs, the true Gross, and fragm^nt^. 
of 'the ^'DeritcMe bones of saints innumerable. ' 
th<itigh We more than suspect we obseryeiU- 
ambng' them ftaginents of bones ceridnly not 
hmnkeky though belonging to the class nimnmfjlic^ \^ 
and' thefe "were shewn us chalices and patensj ^ 
ancient and modern, and priests' vesimentsani^:, 
trappings, rich and gorgeous beyond what the . 
theiUr^ ever sported in its costUest display. 
This ii^ esteemed the richest cabinet pf bones and 
priests' a^»parel in Switzerland. 0^ certainly^ 
doaecovmt it strange, why all tlus ado shpuM^. 
be mads abotit the boAes of animals "savage 
and tfltm^'' dressed up with silk and tinsel like 
baby's 46y«.' The nmltipncation of bones a^d 
fragments of bones, presupposes an extensive 
and tinc^monioUs robbery of graves an)l chaTnel 
houses. The true cross deems Iniinitely 4i visible^ • , 
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<or, like the polype, self productive and regeiiera* 
live ; and then the multiplex array of l>ead» and 
rosaries ; each bead a'prayer sui generis; nor ig 
it once pretended that they possess the princi- 
ples or modus operandi of Babbage's calculat- 
ing engine. Need \re add the . recitation' of 
Latin prayers, as if Odd understood no -other 
language than the Roman, They also ransack 
the kingdoms of Nature, both vegetable and mi- 
neral, and so torture her, as if they would have 
hw to tell a lie to support their mischievous 
IVaud. Thus the Lichen joUthuSy which is spiuik- 
led on the stones at the bottcmi of 6t Wimifred's 
well, must needs be saints' blood, and the spots 
of peroxyde of iron, on a surface of sandstone 
impregnated with muriate of sodoj is, by catho- 
lic tad, and transubstantiation, transnrated 4nto 
8t Januarius's blood. AH these are ^^euimii^ly 
devised iables,'' nor does it require the penetra- 
tion of a Paul to see that ^' in all thkigstiiey 
are too superstitious.'' .i. 

We had frequently reason to suspect tlm cfin- 
cerity of Sebastian Pierrots GatiioGeiamu ibut 
at length he gave us palpable pr^of of Jdshe* 
resy. While viewing the cabinet of esaeous 
fragments, he turned asside to me, and with 
a satirical grin remarked, '^ On ackite ceB chases 
li i Borne P* A vast cemetery M^iHTounded by 
porticos environs the church. We were in- 
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formed that the bodies of the dead at Luqeme 
were immediately removed from the houses 
of their friends, aad carried to one of those 
which adjoin the church on the left hand, 
exclusively devoted to this purpose, where Uiey 
remain f(Krty-«ight hours before interment. In« 
this church^yard are also pans and ^^ holy wa« 
ter" but the efodft-feo/'substitutes the box. There 
seems to be a considerable demand for Ibis 
water, so much so, that it is duly prepared in a 
karge barrel^ a Ladn prayer is muttered, and a 
little salt east in ; And thus divided and subdi- 
vided, however much, or attenuated however &r, 
the int^ral blessings itself incapable of division, 
remains inviolable. 

Thfre were numerous mallard ducks swimming 
near die Bridge of Mills, exceedingly tame, and 
I amused myself early in Aemonung by feed- 
ing them : <m one occasion there was a flock of 
tw^ity-eight. Convicts were employed in water-* 
ing and cleaning the streets early in the morning : 
I perceived twenty of them with iron coUars and 
chains, dragg^g ^ e»rt, &c. and under the sur- 
veilance of two gens^ arums. The wateruig ma- 
rline was buckled round their body, and had a 
flexible hose and rose. At Luoerae water boilsd 
at2©6^Fahr, 

In the environs of Lucerne are maay fine 
walks and views. A pleasapt road conducted us 



264 



to die j^easure grounds of M. Weber. It is an 
elevated esplanade} terminating the hill Mus^^, 
and this part of it is called AUemvinden, — ^AU- 
winds, perhaps from it^ exposure to every blast. 
From the battlements we had a delightful view 
^of the plain below, watered by the meanderings 
^ the Reuss. We had not time to pass to the 
other side of Lucerne, to the hill called GUh 
raUoTj where there is another fine prospect in a 
contrary direction. 

Lucerne is rather a cold climate, and there 
seldom passes a month, even in the summer, 
when snow does not prevail on some of the sur- 
rounding hills. The supreme power is invested 
in a council, composed of 100 members con- 
tinued for life, one half being chosen by the 
city, and the other by the departments of the 
Canton ; and thirtynsix form a quorum, constant- 
ly exercising the administration of the judica- 
ture. The great council assembles three times 
a year. The established religion of the Canton is 
Catholic, and the population of the town is 6000. 
The length of the lake is about nine leagues, 
and it is four to five leagues broad. Its depth 
in some places is 720 feet. The navigation of 
this lake has been represented as dangerous, but 
this is only in reference to the storms of winter ; 
or inelHTiated boatmen, and strangers would 
surely not foe t90 imprudent ad to trust them- 
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selves to any such individuals. Across tfaig li^eis 
the transit of goods from France, GennEiiy, Ms. 
into Italy by the passage of the St Ghylliard. Not 
far distant from Lucerne is the nnall town of 
Sempach, renowned for the battle fought on d&k 
June 1386, under its walls between the Swiss 
and the Duke of Austria, and where Arnoi:.!) 
D£ WiNKELRiED fell in cspousiug his country's 
cause. 
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&V^—*mJmGa*'^'^ASl.E ON TH£ RUlNt,--— 

CONCLUSION, 



W E engaged a voiture for Zurich, and left Lu-^ 
ceme early in the morning, having for our com^ 
pagnon de voyage a Polish nobleman, whose so-* 
ciety we found quite an acquisition, as he ap- 
peared to have made the tour of Europe, and 
was very communicative. It was half past twelve 
when we arrived at Zug, capital of the Canton 
of that name, having occupied from three to 
four hours in the route. The town seemed ex- 
tremely wretched, and almost deserted. Some 
of the lower class were engaged in peeling hemp, 
while all its artizans appeared to us, occupied in 
nothing else save forging crosses for the tombs 
in the churchyard, making votive toys of arms, 
legs, and hearts for the shrines of their saints ; 
we likewise observed a gold-beater, to supply 
the foil for gilding. We saw the church of the 
Capuchines, and that of St Oswald, where the 
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usual exhibition of chalices and patens, silver- 
gilt; and "Babylonish garments," and bones, 
integral and iracti<»nal, were <lisplayed. From 
thence \¥>e took a walk beyoild the.town to the 
church of St Michael; tiieiir' pak'on saint, and 
on our way thither observed a small portcullis 
attached to the gate of exit and entrance^ On 
the left, 'we noticed over the gate <^ the honse 
of M. Rose, attached to the conducting-rod, 
Canton's • electric bells, which sound the alarm 
on- the approach atid advent of the thunder- 
storm. In the " Purgatory** of the church there 
was a complete collection of 'skulls, arranged 
in pigeon niches^ duly labelled underneath with 
name and {>etitioti. The graves were conspi- 
cuous for their ^Ided irbn crosses, and the sod 
for roses,' irises, tod pinks; the stone-basins 
were mostly 'emptied -of their saline * contents, 
and the perforated rattles within them seemed 
to have once seen' better days. The fountains 
of the town Were bedizened with images, and 
there weria pletaty of beggars; they have literally 
"^the ]^or always with them," and seem re- 
solfed to keep them so. We were charged four 
francs each for our dinner, and for the very 
same repast, our Polish fiiend was charged only 
three; but the Maitred'Hotel sports a few Eng- 
lish words, and these ar& silways dearly bought 
by the unfortunate English, who^e ^Vpigeon-* 

m2 
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ed," and plundered with no sparing hand. Their 
unbounded display of wealth and utter careless- 
ness, and indiscriminating profiision, seem to 
make them fair game^ and constitute them the 
spolia qpima of the traffic. 

The town of Zug was visited by a severe ca- 
tastrophe in 1435. A rampart, flanked by mas- 
sive towers, which formed, the abutment of a 
street, being undermined by the waters of the 
lake, was engulfed, and sixty persons, includ- 
ing the Landammann,. together with the archives 
«f the city, were swallowed up. Every citizen 
of Zug above nineteen years of age, has a right 
to vote in its General Assembly, held every 
year on the first Sunday of .May, to elect their 
Landammann, other functionaries, and their de- 
puties to the Diets: — the former holds his office 
for two years. The following Sunday^ the ele- 
ven Communes of the Canton elect Counsellors, 
Members of the . Cantonal Council, composing, 
together with the Landammann and great func- 
tionaries, the executive power. A paper manu- 
factory is the exclusive branch of commerce; 
few fields are cultivated, and still fewer vlbe- 
yards. Poor cheese and sorry butter are made. 
Formerly the town paid an annual tax of fish 
from the lake, to the Counts of Hapsburg. 

We left Zug for Zurich without regret At 
a «mall village we stopt to give our horses a 
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little rest and refreshment^ which consisted of 
bread and wim^ — a meal, we have observed, 
very commonly given to horses in some parts of 
Italy. From the villjige churchyard, which was 
considerably elevated above the plain, we had a 
fine survey of the surrounding country, and in 
an adjoining garden we observed a peal of Can- 
ton's electric bells. We were now in a Protes- 
tant Canton, and the transition was truly cheer- 
ing and delightful ; nature seemed to smile in 
concord, and wear a lovelier robe around us. 
It was late when we entered the city of Zurich, 
and the reflected gleams of the numerous lights 
of the town, from the waters of the lake, formed 
a very lovely scene. The following day was 
Sunday. At eight o'clock in the morning there 
was service in French : the other hours are ten 
and two o'clock, in German, which is the uni- 
versal language here. There is much external 
decorum on this day of the week, the churches 
seem remarkably well attended, and secular 
.business entirely suspended. We attended St 
Peter's in the afternoon, the service being in 
G^man, was in some measure unprofitable; 
but the preacher addressed an extemporane- 
ous discourse, full of nerve and emphasis, to 
a crowded congregation, and all was stillness 
and attention. There was no organ. The fe- 
males exclusively occupied the body of the 
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church, while the man sat in. the gallery,, or 
were disposed around the sidest We observed 
that many kept their hats* ensuring sendce,-77- 
a practice t^e had ako noticed at Lausfome ;^d 
Geneva, but one to whidb we cailnot' say, Amep. 
The women sat, ^biit the men stood up^vduring 
singing.' In thb chulH^h we observed tbe admi- 
nistration of baptism^ wM^h, in some o£Us parts, 
resembled that of the Church of Scotland. Ques- 
tions, were put Alternately to, each 'parent, who 
returned the necessary responses,; by ^t bow or 
courtesy. While the baptismal formular was 
repeated by thei minister, he dipped his hand in- 
to the basin, and touched the foirehead of the 
infant three distrkct tvims. . 

The fbllowingday we deinoted to visiting the va- 
rious public buildings, and other places <rf're80Yt 
and aniusement. Tlie Orphan Hospital, founded 
in 1765, where 100 children are provided for, 
is among the most imposing edifices of the city. 
In the vestibule of the Hotel de Ville, are two 
large paintings, repriesenting all the fish of the 
river Limmat and adjoining lake. The stoves 
were plated with Dutch tiles, and were noit in- 
elegant. The various rooms for the petit cons^ 
and grand comeU dUekdy were supplied with nu- 
merous spitting-boxes ; so I conclude, smoking 
tobacco is deemed an essential attribute of the 
conclave, Over one of the entrances, w^ per- 
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€«ivfed the w^ords, ^^'Justicid oJfiiiibu» Mem/?^ ad- 
mirable' text! The piiUic libraiy'OcmtiaSii«-<two 
globes of c6nsiderabl^ «ize, sonie a^qiies^^ a 
few minerals^ petri&etkynfi^'&c. withr'a- modi^ 
in relief of the four Oantons^^ ahd^ portraits tjS 
the biirgdhiaster aiid*" oth^ functionaries 'We 
felt gratifiedbywitilessing^ the arrangement and 
management of thie Ifistitute^fcN: the Blindi^ The 
children sang-*: very well, and- their ocoupatiDns 
were varidns, such^as "making >ddor-^mats^f rope 
and straW, nettii^ work^biigB$ bead^^purse% &ei 
They" read from raised letters^ and write with 
typei^ formed 'of pins ; mail jr' seemed to have 
made considerable progress. On the two^wers 
of the cathedral are eqiiei^brian statue^*t)f Char^ 
LEMAGNE^ and Rupert Dufce of -Swabia. ' In 
the ivasserkirche there is an original maBuacript 
of QuiNCTiLiAN, formerly belonginjgto the abbey 
of St Gall. Among other things^we visited the 
designs and sketched of thi^ poet GESNfirR. ^ In 
the arsenal there is a vast quantity of armt>ury9 
and j^e believe that there are arms here for the 
equipi6ent of 30^000 mei^ - Some^Very ancient 
armour of the aboriginei^of Switzerland is care- 
fully preserved. Here, too, may be seen, "on 
dit," the identical bow with which William 
Tell pierced the apple on the head^ of his' son, 
in 1307 ; arrows tipped with* sulphur, match- 
locks, coats of mail; and casques ; guns finely 
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inlaid, and some discharged by the friction of a 
steel-cylinder against a flint, which we think, in 
a modified and improved form, might be inge- 
niously made to substitute the present structure 
of the gun-lock, being far more certain and not 
liable to accident. One of the coats of mail had 
a cross on the corselet or breast-mail, and the 
helmet carried the date of 1578* 

In the coffee room (Caff6 Safiran), which I 
once entered, I observed almost all engaged, 
either in playing at billiards, or in smoking and 
drinking, and enjoying the passing news. There 
is a market every Wednesday, for cloth and thread 
of cotton, Knen, and hemp. We observed the 
fruit market on the bridge plentifully supplied 
with apricots, peaches, grapes, pears, plums, figs; 
and fine apples in great variety, many were large 
and some of curious kinds, as white as snow; the 
fruit was extremely reasonable. The crop of two 
pear trees, full of ripe fruit, we were told, at a 
short distance from Zurich, yielding a produce of 
nine sacksful, was sold for 8 francs or 6s. 8d. 
Sterling. Near the Hotel de Ville, stands a pil- 
lar with three iron collars attached to it, serving 
as the punishment for robbers, who are thus pub- 
licly exposed. There are three prisons. One is the 
Tower of Wellenberg, in the middle of the river, 
for those convicted of capital offences, and in 
Zurich adultery is considered as a capital crime. 
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There are some good gardens and promenades. 
Some of the public gardens project into and over- 
hang the lake, which, together with numerous 
mills on the river banks add very much to the 
beauty of the scenery. We enjoyed a fine pro-: 
menade on the rampart of Staddhofen^ near to a 
cemetery. There is also another of still more 
frequent resort, that of Gesner, called by the 
good people the " Modem Theocritus*" This 
walk is situated on the confluence of the Lim- 
mat and Sihl. Here is a cippus of black 
marble, surmounted by an urn. As we passed, 
we perceived a monument in aUo relievo^ imder a 
covert, by an artist of Rome ; it seemed injured 
in parts. The Botanic Garden of Zurich has re- 
ceived supplies from the late Andee Thouin of 
Paris and Professor Thunberg of Upsal. In 
the library founded in 1628, are more than 
40,000 volumes, and 700 MSS., relative to 
Swiss history, together with part of the Codex 
Vaticanus^ on viofe^coloured parchment. 

Zurich was called by the Romans Thuricum^ 
and appears to have existed in the time of 
Cesar called by him Tigurum^ built on the 
two banks of the Limmat, where the river Aa 
immediately issues fron the lake. It is, inder 
pendent of its Roman name, an ancient city, 
and even now is pointed out the house said to 
have been occupied by the Emperor CHARLEr 

Mia 
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MAGNE ; called Zum Loch, Rudolph of HAps« 
burg, in the 13th century, assisted the inhabi- 
tants of Zurich to capture or destroy the castles 
of those feudal lords around, who disquieted 
them. After enjoying for several centuries the 
immunities of an imperial city, it i;ras'one of the 
first to join the league of the three foreign Can- 
tons, and subsequently had the privilege of pre- 
sicting at the diets of the Helvetic confederation. 
Zurich has the honour of having been the first 
in Switzerland to embrace the Reformed Reli- 
gion, commenced by Zuingle in 1617, and many 
Italian families, converts to the Reformation, 
found an asylum in this, one of its foci. 

The people of Zurich are enlightened and 
intelligent, and literary in their pursuits. It 
has indeed been called the Athens of Switzer- 
land, and we are not inclined to dispute its title. 
There is at Zurich a public school supported by 
the Government, for such youths as may not 
be destined for the church; German, French, 
Music, Drawing, History, the Elements of Na- 
tural Philosophy and of the Mathematics are 
taught. There is a Philosophical and Agrarian 
Society in this town, with a Cabinet of Natural 
History, and it is the natal soil of Conrad 
Gesner, Meyer, and other great names. Mu- 
sic seems to be much studied and cultivated, 
and if we remember right, the late Dr Gall 
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gave them credit for possessiiig in an eminent 
degree the organs of twm and Urm. Among 
their pursuits, they seem passionately attached 
to flowers ; and in this particular it has been said 
yield the palm alone to Holland, and if we were 
to form a judgment, from the great profusion 
every where of China asterSj in which they seem 
to vie with each other, we should pronounce it 
their favourite. vHieir gardens are fine, and 
tastefully arranged; no pursuit, certainly, is bet- 
ter calculated to refine the feelings, and cor- 
rect the taste, than Natural History generally, 
and particularly botany, including its physio- 
logy, and the culture of choice plants and 
flowers : and we venture to say that the tran- 
quil pleasures which flow from these amuse- 
ments will find no counterpart in the general 
recreative pursuits of life. 

There is at Zurich a singular though interesting 
custom, we believe peculiar and exclusive. On 
the birth of a child, a pretty girl, often the 
youngest of the family, bearing a large bouquet 
of choice flowers, the fairest of Flora's train, car- 
ries the glad tidings to the friends of the family, 
who generally give presents on the occasion. 
We were much pleased with Zurich, and its peo- 
ple, and extremely regretted that our limited 
time did not permit us to pay a visit to M. 
d'Escher de Berg, at the Chateau de Berg, on« 
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of the most illustrious families of Helvetia, and 
and from whom we had a very friendly invita- 
tion. 

We left Zui'ich on Tuesday, at 5 o'clock a. m. 
At Brugg, about four miles distant, we halted 
for a short time. It is a poor wretched and com- 
fortless Catholic town. At the cistern before the 
fountain, there were a number of floating per- 
forated boxes, containing many fine fish. Far- 
ther on to the left we noticed the Castle of Haps- 
bourg, the cradle of the present Imperial Family 
of Austria, now supported by the government of 
Argovie. Here, also, are the baths frequented by 
the Princes of Germany. At some distance on 
the right, we passed a convent in the Canton of 
Argovie, all the forests and lands around belong 
to this nest of monks; and the peasantry, we were 
told, superadded their gratuitous services in the 
culture of the fields. The convent and its depend- 
encies seems from its extent to be almost a town. 
Two Louis (Tors per diem are paid to the govern- 
ment of Argovie as a kind of quit rent for their 
immense possessions. We passed on the road 
much that was Catholic, and miserably poor, and 
encountered troops of pilgrims from France, 
(occasionally from Rotterdam, a distance of 
800 miles) and other parts, on their pilgrimage 
to " Notre-Dame des Ermites," at Einsiendeln 
in Schwitz. This celebrated wooden " Lady of 

2 
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the Hermits" is enshrined in a new chapel, con- 
structed of Lucullite or black marble, brought 
from an adjoining quarry. We stopped for din- 
ner at a poor village on the right bank of tlie 
Rhine, when we noticed twenty felons in 
cliains mending the roads, and under a sufB- 
(dent guard. We crossed the Rhine into the 
Grand Dutchy of Baden, skirted the right bank 
of this mighty river, and finally entered the 
protestant Canton of Basle. 

We arrived at Basle about 9 o'clock p. m., 
crossed the river over an uncovered bridge, and 
took up our abode at an excellent inn, " Les 
trois Rois," almost overhanging the Rhine. The 
hotel is thus delightfully situated, and enjoys a 
beautiful prospect. In our salle a manger, in 
the centre of the table, was a pretty jet (Teau in 
constant play. In Basle all seemed activity 
and bustle. There are fairs held at regular in- 
tervals, and its trade is considerable. There is 
one silk manufactor}', and not fewer than twenty 
manufactories for ribbands. Tlie Hotel dc Ville 
was under complete repair, and the renovated de- 
c!orations had judiciously preserved the original 
designs. The front is extremely singular, and 
in the inner court the frescoes on the wall are 
curious, particularly the figure, holding a letter 
connected with a memorable event in the history 
of the city. At a critical juncture in its afl&iirs, 
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a special meseenger was dispatched by the 
public authorities, and the die depended cm his 
promptitude: he returned within: the specific 
period, baring faithfully fulfilled his trust, and, 
from extreme exhaustion, fell down and expired 
in the act of delivering his important creden- 
tials. 

There was formerly a Convent of Domini- 
cans, but the building is now converted into a 
French church ; and on the wall of its ceme- 
tery is painted the celebrated Dance of Death 
alfresco^ attributed, without reason, to HanvS 
Holbein. It is, however, almost entirely de- 
faced. The Mimster or Cathedral is a fine 
Gothic building, very ancient, constructed by 
Henry II. about 1010. Here we were shewn 
the tomb of the Empress Anne, the wife of Ru- 
dolph of Hapsbourg ; also the tomb of Eras- 
mus, a monument of variegated marble. Tlie 
pulpit was of stone, and the sculpture light and 
elegant. The roof was covered with various co- 
loured slates, in a diamond form. The organ of 
the Miinster was decorated with paintings by 
Holbien. The city clock used formerly to be 
always an hour in advance of the regular time. 
The University of this city was founded in 
1460, and here the celebrated masters Erasmus, 
EuLER, Bernouilli, &c. taught — names illus- 
trious to literature and science '^ and here, too^ 
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figured away that ' prince of physicians and of • 
philosophers by fire," as Van Helmont styles, 
him, Paracelsus, who boasted of the possession 
of the elixir of life, but he died at the age of 
forty-nine years, with a bottle of the immortal 
catholicon in his pocket. 

Basle is a lively town, and is abundantly sup- 
plied with salmon, and other river fish, from the 
Rhine. There are numerous collections of en- 
gravings, paintings, sculpture, gardens, and mu- 
seums of natural history. We observed dia- 
gonal mirrors attached to the windows in se- 
veral streets. We visited the Botanic Garden 
under Professor Burchardt, where were some 
fine plants of the Mimosa catechu^ and Stapelia 
planiflofra^ in flower, and unprotected. Alto^ 
gether the garden is of very limited dimensions. 
There was a small pond supplied with aquatic 
plants, and surrounded with rock-work and al- 
pine vegetation. We observed the Arundo do- 
nax fifteen feet high, and two splendid speci- 
mens of the Cactus heptagonus, one in flower, 
and no less than fourteen feet high ; they had 
always been exposed, and stood sis sentinels on 
either hand at the entrance gate. The * ELirch- 
garten" at the * Wirtembergerhof, " is a most 
extensive, curious, and interesting garden, and 
excited our admiration. There seemed nothing 
wanting amid the gay creation of horticultural 



280 



beauty or decoration — fountains, ponds with 
gold and silver fish, aviaries, grottos, Chinese 
bridges, hermitages, and even a sepulchral mo- 
nument, inscribed " Weiss," with other ac- 
companiments and appendages. The coffee- 
rooms seem in Basle to be indifferently attended, 
and of an inferior description. 

Bale, Basle, or. Basel, is divided into two un- 
equal parts, by the Rhine flowing through it, 
called the Great and Little Town, and united 
by a wooden bridge 600 feet long. The rivulet 
Birsig, which also flows through part of the 
town, occasions inequalities in several of the 
streets. It seems originally to have been a Ro- 
man establishment, and now contains about 
10,000 inhabitants. There is an agricultural 
school at Basle, but its resoiirces are very limi- 
ted. The city embraced the principles of the 
Reformation in 1529. 

We left Basle at 8 o'clock a. m. on Thursday 
8th September 1825. It was a day of universal 
thanksgiving throughout Switzerland for the 
late plentiful harvest. We took a last look at 
the land of Helvetia, and often turned in re- 
trospect. Switzerland claimed from us the 
sigh of gratitude, for we had received much en- 
joyment and delight in witnessing her sublime 
and beautiful scenes ; and the name will ever 
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excite powerful associations of no common in- 
terest amid the pleasures of memory, 

Helvetia ! '* Land of romance !' 

** Forget thee ! never. — ^Fare-thee-well." 

We should consider it a work of supererogation 
to tell the reader aught of the sequel, our task' 
heing done. We pursued our route hy Nancy, 
and after a few days sojourn in Paris, set out on 
our return to the " land of our fathers." If 
England cannot hoast the same awful featiu*es 
of suhlime romance as decorate the snows and 
glaciers of the lofty Alps, she possesses charms 
of a holier stamp; and her Hymettus and her 
Tempe, if they rise to a less elevation, or be 
vested with less of Nature's glowing foliage, are 
still clothed with a beauteous robe. — "Havilah ! 
where there is gold, and the gold of that land is 
gopd." England is the Atlantis of the globe — 
the emporium of a world's merchandise. Here, 
too, is the unfettered dominion of mind, in its 
loveliest, loftiest range. A temporary enjoyment 
may be possessed in the galaxy of an exotic 
clime, but the heart will often turn to " home, 
sweet home !" and this we doubt not will form 
the minstrelsy of every genuine son of Britain. 

We left Boulogne for London with a fair wind, 
but the storm afterwards became dreadful, and 
in a few short hours, under many a reef, we 
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were 'driven into the Downs off Deal. As we 
passed, we observed with -intense interest, happy 
in our escape, the breakers on the Goodwin 
sands, where many a gallant ship hath gone 
down. With us absence only tends to impart 
a keener relish for the endearments of home, and 
serves as a foil to set off the sterling worth and 
lustre oi the beautiful " gem set in the ring of 
the sea.^' 
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